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PM wants 
2p tax cut 
before the 
election 


Sunak seeks to reduce National Insurance or 
basic rate to incentivise work as inflation falls 


By Edward Malnick 
SUNDAY POLITICAL EDITOR 


RISHI SUNAK wants to cut National 
Insurance or income tax by up to 2p 
before next year’s general election 
and head into the campaign “promising 
to do more”, The Sunday Telegraph 
understands. 

Officials have been investigating the 
impact and likely duration of current 
levels of inflation, after recent figures 
proved worse than Mr Sunak and 
Jeremy Hunt, the Chancellor, had 
expected even several weeks ago. 

Senior figures have tentatively con- 
cluded that despite the “stickiness” of 
inflation, the economy is likely to 
recover sufficiently for Mr Hunt to 
introduce a cut in April, even if he has to 
wait until the Budget in March to 
announce the move. 

Asenior government source said that 
the Prime Minister wants to cut income 
tax or National Insurance when infla- 
tion has receded, on the basis that both 
would “incentivise work”. During his 
leadership campaign, Mr Sunak focused 
only on cutting income tax, in pledges 
that were scrapped in the wake of Liz 
Truss’s premiership. 

Holding a tax cut back until March 
could result in the change being imple- 
mented weeks from an election. 

A government source said: “No one 
should be in any doubt that we will go 
into the election having cut taxes and 
promising to do more.” 

Asenior government source added of 
Mr Sunak: “Cutting tax on working peo- 
ple is something he strongly believes in. 
He wants to incentivise work, as you 
can see from what DWP [the Depart- 
ment for Work and Pensions] and the 
Treasury have been doing on getting 
people back to work.” 

The approach is based on a belief that 
“work is good for people and it’s good 
for the wider economy as well”. 

Having implemented a cut in April, 


with a revived version of his leadership 
pledge to cut income tax by Ip in each 
year of the next Parliament. 

Meanwhile, the Conservatives are 
likely to make hay with an internal 
Treasury analysis which suggests that 
Labour’s planned £28 billion-a-year 
investment in climate measures could 
push up mortgage payments by hun- 
dreds of pounds a year. 

Labour has said the plan would be 
funded by borrowing. Treasury analysis 
found that borrowing just £20 billion 
would lead to a 0.5 percentage point 
increase in interest rates. This would 
equate to £912 extra per year for a 
household with a £250,000 mortgage. 

Another idea being discussed in 
Nol0 is to raise the thresholds at which 
workers begin paying both income tax 
and National Insurance, after Mr Sunak 
“equalised” the levels for both levies at 
£12,570. However the move is seen as 
“eye-wateringly expensive”. 

Mr Sunak and Mr Hunt have said that 
they want lower taxes but have clashed 
with Tory MPs over their refusal to 
commit to cuts before the next election. 

The Prime Minister and Chancellor 
fear that cutting personal taxes with 
inflation at its current level of 8.7 per 
cent would prompt the Bank of England 
to hike interest rates further. 

Senior figures believe that a clear, 
“retail” offer of personal tax cuts should 
be a priority for the Conservatives to 
create a clear divide with Labour. 

As Chancellor, Mr Sunak announced 
a lp income tax cut in March 2022 for 
2024, but Mr Hunt scrapped the move 
last autumn. Mr Sunak is hoping to 
revive it and go further with a 2p cut to 
the basic rate of income tax or an equiv- 
alent reduction in National Insurance. 

A Treasury spokesman said: “We 
don’t comment on tax policy outside fis- 
cal events.” Labour insisted its plans 
were “subject to ... getting debt falling 
as a percentage of GDP”. 
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King goes solo as he gives up Welsh home 


The King strolls in Valea Zalanului, 150 miles north of Bucharest, Romania, where he has a holiday home he calls his ‘private nature 


retreat’. The King travelled without the Queen, as it was revealed he has given up his home in Wales. Report: Page 3 


Musk criticises Covid dissent tracking unit 


By Blathnaid Corless 


ELON MUSK has condemned a secret 
government unit that worked with 
social media companies to curb criti- 
cism of lockdown policies, after its 
existence was exposed in the Telegraph. 

The Counter-Disinformation Unit 
(CDU), set up by ministers during the 
pandemic, monitored the activities of 


who questioned the mass vaccination of 
children. The billionaire Twitter owner, 
who purchased the company in October 
2022, yesterday used his own platform 
to condemn the approach as “Terrible”. 

Mr Musk has previously been out- 
spoken on so-called “Covid misinfor- 
mation”, accusing the BBC earlier this 
year of covering up the side effects of 
Covid vaccinations and spreading mis- 


Some critics of lockdown had their 
posts removed from Facebook and 
Twitter during the pandemic, and sus- 
picion is growing that the CDU flagged 
them to social media firms who 
removed them. The Government also 
used an artificial intelligence firm to 
comb sites and alert them to discussions 
opposing vaccine passports. 


Share a hotel 
room, asylum 
seekers are 
ordered 


By Charles Hymas 
HOME AFFAIRS EDITOR and Keith Perry 


THOUSANDS of asylum seekers are to 
be forced to share hotel rooms as part of 
efforts to drive down costs. 

Ministers will roll out the policy 
nationally after asylum seekers staged a 
pavement protest in central London 
after being forced to give up single en 
suite hotel rooms in which they had 
lived for up to two years. 

Ministers aim to save the taxpayer 
more than £250 million this year alone. 

It comes as a new survey highlighted 
concern over immigration. Savanta 
found 60 per cent of Conservative vot- 
ers say the Government is handling 
immigration “badly”, and 36 per cent 
said Rishi Sunak’s team is handling the 
issue “very badly”. 

The 40 migrants abandoned their pro- 
test after being warned by the Home 
Office that they would lose their right to 
public funding for housing, food or 
money if they refused to share four to a 
room with two bunk beds. They 
returned to the Comfort Inn in Pimlico 
on Friday after the three-day protest 
during which the migrants from coun- 
tries including Iraq, Iran, 
Eritrea, Ethiopia and Somalia barricaded 
the hotel entrance with their baggage. 

Operation Maximise was thought up 
by Robert Jenrick, the Immigration 
Minister, to cut the £6 million daily cost 
of housing some 50,000 asylum seekers 
in hotels across the UK. Groups of two, 
three or four single adult males will 
share a single room rather than have 
individual rooms. 

Ministers believe that it will not only 
save the taxpayer millions but will also 
act as a deterrent as people smugglers 
promote hotels and UK tourist sights to 
persuade migrants to make the danger- 
ous Channel crossing in small boats. 

A Government source said: “The aim 
is to reduce the need for hotels - by 
maximising the ones we have - saving 
the taxpayer money and reducing the 
pull factor to the UK of accommodating 
economic migrants in hotels which are 
more luxurious than our European 
counterparts.” 

The move comes on top of plans to 
house 10,000 migrants in disused RAF 
airfields at Scampton in Lincolnshire 
and Wethersfield in Essex, a former 
prison in Bexhill, East Sussex, Catterick 
barracks in North Yorkshire, a barge 
moored off Dorset, and other locations. 

The barge - Bibby Stockholm - is to 
be towed within days from a refit to 
Portland where it will house 500 single 
male migrants. Scampton and Wethers- 
field are the subject of high court legal 
challenges by their local councils but 
ministers hope to open them by August 
to house Channel migrants transferred 


Mr Sunak hopes to go into the election Editorial Comment: Page 19 prominent lockdown critics and those information about masks. Report: Page 9 Continued on Page 2 
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By Edward Malnick 


GREEN levies scheduled to be imposed 
from next year will increase food prices, 
pushing up shopping bills by up to 
£Abillion a year, retailers warn today, as 
senior Tories urged Rishi Sunak to drop 
the “nonsensical” plans. 

In an open letter to The Sunday Tele- 
graph, the British Retail Consortium 
suggests a scheme to charge retailers 
and manufacturers for the cost of coun- 
cils recycling their packaging will 
increase the cost of household goods 


when it is introduced from April next 
year. 

The levy was devised by Michael 
Gove during his time as environment 
secretary and was billed as helping the 
UK to reduce waste and meet its net 
zero target, along with a separate 
scheme to introduce a returnable 
deposit system for the purchase of 
drinks bottles and cans. 

Taken together, the schemes could 
increase shopping bills by up to £140 
per year for each household, based on 
the BRC’s estimate of an overall £4 bil- 


lion cost. Officials say the funds raised 
from retailers will go towards the oper- 
ation and improvement of local council 
recycling services, with the fees acting 
as an incentive for firms to use less 
packaging. 

But the Government's official impact 
assessments of both policies - seen by 
this newspaper - acknowledge that the 
entire cost due to fall on retailers could 
simply be passed on to consumers. 

The packaging scheme - called 
extended producer responsibility - 
would “most likely” increase household 


bills by £40 a year, possibly rising as 
high as £48, according to an official 
assessment produced in February 2022, 
before soaring inflation that will have 
increased those figures even further. 

The separate “deposit return 
scheme” for bottles and cans will add up 
to 4p to the cost of bottled drinks from 
next year, a separate impact assessment 
stated. It is intended to incentivise con- 
sumers to recycle containers. 

The disclosures come after The Sun- 
day Telegraph revealed that Downing 
Continued on Page 2 
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Epsom activist 
criticised for 
reckless finish 
line protest 


By Jeremy Wilson at Epsom Downs 


ORGANISERS of the Epsom Derby 
accused Animal Rising activists of a 
“reckless” and “mindless” threat to 
horse and human safety after a lone pro- 
tester burst on to the finishing straight 
during the showpiece race. 

Animal Rising had vowed not to dis- 
rupt the 244th edition of the race once it 
had started but a man ran down the 
racetrack after the 14 runners set off. He 
was tackled to the ground and dragged 
away by six police and security staff. 

The horses were still at the back of 
the 1.5 mile course and the race, which 
was briefly in danger of being stopped, 
continued and was won by Auguste 
Rodin. An Animal Rising statement 
later claimed that the protester was on 
the course before the race had started 
but the man only fully breached track- 
side after the off. 

He was named as Ben Newman, a sea- 
soned activist. On Friday, he told BBC 
Radio Surrey: “No one’s going to be run- 
ning in front of horses who are run- 
ning.” 

He entered the course around a fur- 
long from the finish, several hundred 
yards from where the suffragette, Emily 
Davison, was killed 110 years ago after 
running in front of King George V’s 
horse at Tattenham Corner. 

Yesterday, a woman also tried to 
jump the fence in front of the grand- 
stand but was stopped by police. 

“Animal Rising have repeatedly 
stated that they would not attempt to 
disrupt any races while in progress and 
we utterly condemn their deplorable 
and mindless actions today,” said Nevin 
Truesdale, chief executive of The 
Jockey Club, who described it as “reck- 
less and illegal behaviour”. 

Surrey police had earlier arrested 19 4 
people on suspicion of conspiracy to M 
commit public nuisance. A further 12 = 
were arrested on the course. 


TON/PA 


ee 


u 


E 


Le A p INA 


An Animal Rising activist is tackled by police and security staff after bursting on to the finishing straight during yesterday’s race. He was one of 31 arrested yesterday 


First drugs to slow down dementia 
could be denied to NHS patients 


Medication could be 
rejected because approval 
process ‘does not assess 
the full benefits’ 


By Laura Donnelly HEALTH EDITOR 


THE first drugs to slow dementia could 
be denied to NHS patients because of 
rationing, campaigners and health 
experts have warned. 

Breakthroughs in Alzheimer’s 
research have sparked hopes of “the 
beginning of the end” of the disease, but 
the UR’s leading dementia charity fears 
the new drugs will be blocked by NHS 
rationing bodies. 

Alzheimer’s UK has warned that the 
approval process for new drugs does not 
assess the full benefits such medication 
could bring and is “not fit” for purpose. 

Last month, watchdogs began assess- 
ing the safety of lecanemab, the first 


ever drug shown to slow cognitive 
decline. Trials of a second medicine, 
donanemab, last month suggest it could 
be even more powerful, slowing dis- 
ease by a third. The results are the first 
positive breakthroughs in treatment for 
more than two decades - and the first 
drugs in history which appear to slow 
the progress of the disease, rather than 
just mask symptoms. 

Alzheimer’s UK raised concerns that 
the new generation of drugs could be 
rejected by the National Institute of 
Health and Care Excellence (Nice) 
because it will not take into account the 
wider costs of the condition to society, 
such as the help from family carers. 

Nice’s assessments are largely based 
on direct costs to the NHS, with some 
account taken of costs to social care, 
and quality of life for carers. Such 
frameworks do not take account of the 
vast sums lost to the economy when 
carers give up their jobs or reduce their 
hours to look after the elderly. Charities 


had already expressed fears that the 
NHS does not have the infrastructure to 
roll out the drugs, which require regu- 
lar infusions, and multiple scans. 

More than 850,000 people in the UK 
have dementia - including one in six of 
those over the age of 80. David Thomas, 
Head of Policy at Alzheimer’s Research 


‘The Nice process is not 
fit to assess the full benefit 
of Alzheimer’s drugs to 
people and society’ 


UK, urged Nice and the NHS to change 
its methods, saying there was “no time 
to waste” given that lecanemab could be 
approved by the end of this year. 

He said: “Over the next five to ten 
years, we expect several new, innova- 
tive Alzheimer’s drugs to come to mar- 
ket. These drugs tackle the disease in a 
way we have not seen previously, and as 


such there is no precedent for how they 
should be evaluated by bodies like Nice. 

“We believe the current Nice 
approval process is not fit to assess the 
full benefit of Alzheimer’s drugs to peo- 
ple and society. We’re concerned this 
will be a barrier to eligible patients hav- 
ing routine access to these drugs should 
they be licensed in the UK” 

The charity pointed out that Alzhei- 
mer’s disease places a far heavier bur- 
den on families than other conditions, 
with 1.1 billion hours spend on unpaid 
informal care annually, compared with 
342 million for cancer. 

Former Cabinet minister Baroness 
Morgan today raises the same concerns, 
saying the current frameworks used to 
decide whether or not to fund drugs on 
the NHS could see thousands denied 
help. Writing for The Sunday Telegraph, 
the Tory peer, a former Education and 
Culture Secretary, told how her own 
father’s diagnosis with Alzheimer’s dis- 
ease had opened her eyes to the “heart- 


break” of the disease - and the burden 
placed on carers. “The £10.2billion a 
year cost to the UK economy from infor- 
mal care - more than any other leading 
cause of death - is simply overlooked, “ 
she writes, urging Nice to change its 
formulas to take account of the huge 
burden being placed on families. 

Two weeks ago Eisai, the makers of 
lecanemab, submitted an application to 
the Medicines and Healthcare products 
Regulatory Agency as a treatment for 
early Alzheimer’s disease. The drug has 
been authorised in the US at a cost of 
$26,500 (£21,177). 

The NHS is likely to enter price nego- 
tiations if it is approved in Britain, but 
full treatment costs will include the 
administration of fortnightly infusions 
and regular brain scans. 

A spokesman for Nice said the body 
was in the early stages of its appraisal of 
lecanemab, and that it would be “pre- 
mature” to suggest the drug would not 
be considered good value for money. 

He said: “Nice’s key role is in support- 
ing access to effective medicines and 
securing value for NHS resources. This 
is why we focus first and foremost on 
health and costs to the NHS and per- 
sonal social services, but also recognise 
wider impacts and costs.” 

He added: “Nice can also consider the 
impact on carers by including the med- 
icine’s impact on their quality of life in 
the evaluation.” 


Life would have been so different ifthere had been a cure for my beloved father 


Commentary 


Baroness Morgan of Cotes 


y family’s experience is 
M testament to the value that a 
cure for Alzheimer’s would 
bring. But ours is not the only story. 
“What support is there for my loved 
one living with dementia?” That’s a 
question I heard all too often asa 
Member of Parliament. 
I had undertaken a very brief 
dementia training course, so I had 
some awareness of the condition but it 


wasn’t until 2016 that this question 
took on a new meaning for me. My 
beloved father, Peter Griffith, had 
started obsessing over minor things 
and struggled with driving. He was 
soon diagnosed with Alzheimer’s. 

Having been a barrister for more 
than 30 years, words were his living. 
He read voraciously and took great 
pleasure in heated debate - usually 
with me about politics. Seeing him 
unable to find the right words was 
incredibly sad to watch. 

I felt a profound loss after his 
diagnosis, even though he was still 


physically there. Not having his 
wisdom and perspective to guide me 
through Brexit and preparations for 
the 2017 general election was 
particularly challenging. It marked the 
start of a “new normal” for who my 
father now was. My mother had to take 
on a new identity as his carer. 

My father sadly died last November, 
aged 85. In the weeks around his death, 
Iremember seeing the headline 
“Alzheimer’s memory loss drug set for 
NHS”. The news of a new drug, 
lecanemab, was gathering momentum 
across the UK following its success in a 


Baroness Morgan with her father, Peter 
Griffith, who died last November aged 85 


clinical trial. And just last week, the 
drug’s manufacturer Eisai announced 
it had submitted an application to the 
Medicines and Healthcare products 
Regulatory Agency (MHRA), the UR’s 
medicine watchdog. Should 
lecanemab be approved, it would be 
the first new Alzheimer’s drug here for 
nearly 20 years. 

How different our lives would have 
been, had there been an effective drug 
my father could have taken. The 
difference this would have made not 
only to him, but to my mother, is 
unbounded. 
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Pensioner jailed for 
1970s child sex crimes 


A pensioner has been jailed for child 
sexual offences he committed in the 
1970s when he was a teenager. At 
Bristol Crown Court, David Matthews, 
66, pleaded guilty to three offences. 

His victim went to the police after 
reading in 2018 that he had been jailed 
for 11 years for similar offences 
committed as an adult. 

She faced him in court and told him 
he gave her “a life sentence of terror, 
misery, and mental trauma”. Matthews, 
formerly of Bath, was jailed for two 
years to be served after his previous 
sentence is completed. He will also be 
on the sex offenders’ register 
indefinitely. 


New artificial knee is 
entirely metal-free 


Anew kind of artificial knee joint made 
entirely from polymer could improve 
the quality of life of people with 
osteoarthritis who need surgery, 
scientists have said. 

The polymer prosthesis, developed 
by the medical technology company 
Invibio, is lightweight and, unlike 
conventional knee joints, does not 
contain metal. 

Researchers at the University of 
Leeds are conducting pre-clinical trials 
to test the prosthetic knee technology, 
called Peek-optima, in the hope that it 
may benefit people who need total 
knee replacement owing to conditions 
such as osteoarthritis. 


Man in court over ‘gun 
threat’ social media film 


Aman has appeared in court charged 
with numerous offences, including 
possessing a pistol-type weapon, after 
a video circulated on social media 
appearing to show a taxi driver 
threatening a passenger with a gun. 

Brian Stalford, 48, of Park Avenue, 
Belfast, was also charged with 
unlawful assault and a threat to kill on 
the same date. In addition, he was 
charged with possession of cocaine. 

Appearing via videolink to 
Laganside magistrates’ court in Belfast, 
Mr Stalford spoke only to confirm he 
understood the charges. A bail 
application was refused and he was 
remanded in custody after the court 
was told there were risks of 
reoffending and interfering with the 
investigation. 


Conceptual art pioneer 
Feldmann dies aged 82 


Conceptual artist Hans-Peter 
Feldmann, a “pioneer of artistic 
appropriation”, has died aged 82. 

The German, whose work 
encompassed banal and overlooked 
objects including shoes, seascapes and 
strawberries, died on May 30. 

Astatement from eight galleries, 
including Simon Lee in London and 
Mehdi Chouakri in Berlin, said: “With 
him we have lost an amazing and 
extraordinary artist.” 

Feldmann was recognised for his 
work collecting and re-presenting 
objects capturing the mundanity of life 
and repurposing into fine art. In 2008, 
he filled the 303 Gallery in New York 
with 151 international newspapers 
from the day after Sept 11 2001. 


UK ticket-holder scoops 
£1llm lottery jackpot 


A UK ticket-holder has claimed the 
£1117 million jackpot in Friday’s 
EuroMillions draw. 

The winning numbers were 03, 12, 
15, 25 and 43 with Lucky Stars 10 and 11. 
The winner will be wealthier than 
the footballer Harry Kane (£51 million), 
the actor Daniel Radcliffe (€92 million) 

and the singer Dua Lipa (£75 million). 

Andy Carter, of The National 
Lottery, said: “We will now focus on 
supporting the ticket-holder through 
the validation and help them start to 
enjoy their win.” 

The winner is the 18th with a UK 
ticket to scoop more than £100 million 
ina EuroMillions jackpot. Last 

July, an anonymous UK ticket- 
holder won a record £195 million. 


Retailers and Tories urge Sunak to think 
again over £4bn cost of green schemes 


Continued from Page 1 
Street was seeking an agreement with 
firms to cap the price of basic foods. 

Lord Frost, the former minister, said: 
“It makes no sense at all to try to cap 
food prices on the one hand and imple- 
ment a new tax on food on the other. In 
acost of living crisis, what people abso- 
lutely do not need is for food prices to 
go up because we are putting more 
unnecessary costs on business with the 
spurious justification of Net Zero.” 

Craig Mackinlay, who chairs the Net 
Zero Scrutiny Group of Tory MPs, 
added: “If we want hard-pressed fami- 
lies to manage the cost of living crisis, 
this grocery tax needs to be abolished.” 

The scheme effectively places a tax 
on manufacturers and supermarkets for 
the full net costs of collecting and dis- 
posing of packaging waste - a cost cur- 
rently borne by local authorities and 
funded by council tax. 

But there is no suggestion that coun- 
cils will reduce taxes imposed on local 
residents when they begin benefiting 
from the funds. 

Under the Government’s “central 
scenario”, 85 per cent of the total cost of 
the extended producer responsibility 
scheme will be passed on to shoppers 


via price increases - increasing to 100 
percent in a “high” scenario - according 
to an official impact assessment, dated 
January 2021. The document puts the 
total annual cost at £1.7billion, which 
retailers say has risen with inflation. 

The separate deposit return scheme 
for plastic bottles would initially add 4p 
to the price of a drink, before dropping 
to 3p, “if the full cost were passed on to 
consumers”, according to the official 
assessment. These figures are separate 
from the returnable cash deposit that 
would be included in the price. 

The future of an equivalent scheme 
in Scotland is in doubt over the West- 
minster government’s refusal to allow 
Holyrood to include glass bottles. 

In the BRC letter Helen Dickinson, 
the chief executive, writes: “A raft of 
new regulations and taxes will burden 
retailers - and ultimately consumers - 
with higher costs. Just as inflation looks 
to be turning a corner, these new poli- 
cies put this at peril. The Government 
needs to look at these in turn, and con- 
sider whether to implement, postpone 
or scrap each one. 

Jacob Rees-Mogg, the former busi- 
ness secretary, said: “On the one hand, 
the Government is trying to cap prices 


inshops, and on the other it is piling bil- 
lions on to our food industry when their 
supply chains are already under strain. 

“The British people will pay the 
price, with empty shelves in supermar- 
kets and more expensive food. If this is 
our approach to Net Zero, our voters 
will punish us harshly.” 

The BRC claims that many councils 
do not yet have the recycling facilities 
needed to put the money to its intended 
use and say it should be ringfenced. 

A spokesman for the environment 
and food department said: “As the Prime 
Minister has set out, growing the econ- 
omy is an immediate priority for this 
Government. 

“Supporting businesses to grow is a 
crucial part of this - which is why we 
want to ensure a simple and effective 
system for our extended producer 
responsibility and deposit return 
schemes that benefits both businesses 
and consumers. 

“We have been engaging closely with 
manufacturers, retailers, and packaging 
companies on the design of these 
schemes and on delivery plans. We will 
continue to work with these groups as 
we finalise plans to ensure the schemes 
will deliver our environmental goals.” 


‘Operation Maximise could 
reduce the UK'’s pull factor’ 


Continued from Page 1 

from the processing centre at Manston, 
Dover. Ministers have set up a unit of 
400 caseworkers to clear 17,000 Alba- 
nian asylum applicants, most of whom 
are expected to be rejected as coming 
from a “safe” country. 

It is part of an effort to remove all 
Albanians who entered the UK illegally 
after a record 12,000 crossed the Chan- 
nel last year. Ministers believe the 
threat of removal is the single biggest 
deterrent to small boat crossings, with 
Albanians accounting for just two per 
cent of the 7,610 so far this year. 

Ministers are likely to face a legal 
challenge over Operation Maximise, as 
anyone who refused an offer could face 
destitution without public funds. There 
is, however, a recognised counter to 
that if a person makes themselves 
“intentionally homeless”. 

Enver Solomon, chief executive of 
the Refugee Council, said: “This is the 
hostile environment writ large with the 
Government viewing those who have 
escaped tyrannical rule in countries 
such as Iran and Afghanistan or bombs 
and bullets in countries such as Syria as 
undeserving of being treated with basic 
human decency. 


“There would be no need to use 
hotels if years of mismanagement 
hadn’t led to an asylum backlog of 
170,000 with initial decisions taking 
more than an average of 18 months.” 

One of the Pimlico asylum seekers, a 
teacher aged 50 from Syria said he paid 
traffickers £20,000 to bring him across 
the Channel from France in a dinghy 
with 25 others. He was rescued by the 
Royal Navy when the dinghy sank and 
he had to swim towards the ship. 

The father of three said: “We gave up 
our protest at midnight because we 
were told we would be made homeless 
if we didn’t return to our hotel room. 
We were too frightened to carry on. The 
rooms are too small for four men but we 
are being treated well and are given 
food, wi-fiand £8 a week.” 

A Savanta survey of 2,271 UK adults 
found just one in five of Conservative 
voters believe the Government is han- 
dling immigration well. More than half 
of all voters said the Government was 
handling it badly - regardless of their 
political leanings. According to the poll- 
ing, 39 per cent of people now believe 
that Labour are best-placed to handle 
the issue, compared to 26 per cent who 
opted for the Conservatives. 


Homeless man found 
with fatal stab wound 


Police are appealing for information 
after a potentially homeless and 
vulnerable man was stabbed to death. 

A murder investigation was 
launched after the body of Ion Rado, 
46, was found in a car park near Crystal 
Palace, south-east London. 

Officers were called at 9.24am on 
Thursday after a passer-by found Mr 
Radu unresponsive. 

A post mortem examination gave the 
cause of death as a stab wound to the 
liver. 

Det Ch Insp Sal Minhas: “We think 
he was a familiar face in the area and 
may have engaged with local people.” 
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News 


hing waves goodbye to his Welsh retreat 


He said at the time: “I come whenever I 


Monarch decides to give can...I’ve always felt that it’s an impor- Royal estates 

up lease on farmhouse in tant part of holding this particular title” The Duchy’s 
. Finding the house, he said, was “a won- roperties 

attempt to trim the costs derful opportunity, at last, to have prop 

of his property portfolio somewhere in Wales”. 


Inall, the King routinely spends time 
at a dozen residences, including his hol- 
iday home in Romania, of which three - 
Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle 
and the Palace of Holyroodhouse in 
Edinburgh - are official residences. 

His current London base is Clarence 
House, where he will remain until res- 
toration work on Buckingham Palace is 
completed in 2027. 

He rents Highgrove in Gloucester- 
shire from the Duchy of Cornwall, owns 


By Gordon Rayner ASSOCIATE EDITOR 


THE KING has given up his home in 
Wales as he begins the process of trim- 
ming the costs of his many residences, 
The Sunday Telegraph can disclose. 

His Majesty bought Llwynywermod 
in 2007 via the Duchy of Cornwall, pay- 
ing £1.2million for the farmhouse near 
Llandovery in Carmarthenshire. 

When he was Prince of Wales, he 


used it as his base during visits to the Balmoral, Birkhall and Sandringham, Dartmoor 
nation. But, since the title passed to his and stays each year at Dumfries House This is the largest 
son, he is spending less time there. and the Castle of Mey in Scotland, which landholding in its 


Royal sources said the King remained are owned by his Prince’s Foundation portfolio, 27,300 


“passionate” about Wales but had issue that needs to be addressed”, and the lease, which is due to expire inthe cost between £550 and £1,200 per The King bought charity. The Queen owns Ray Mill in hectares, and 
decided to give up the property because that discussions are under way about summer. Other properties on the estate week depending on the season, mean- the farmhouse, Wiltshire, where she often chooses to comprises 
it was “unlikely” he would be able to widening public access to some of the are available as holiday rentals whenthe ing the commercial rate to rent the above, via the spend weekends. approximately 
use it in the same way as before. properties to help make them pay Kingis not in residence, and it is likely King’s larger property on a long-term Duchy of Cornwall Discussions are already taking place one third of 
With the Coronation out of the way, their way. Llwynywermod willbe let outcommer- lease would be around £2,000 per ™ 2007 ty I now about giving the paying public greater the Dartmoor 
the King and his aides have turned their Since the Duchy of Cornwall was cially, either for holidays or on a long- month. giving up the lease access to Balmoral and Buckingham National Park. 


attention to what to do with the various 
homes owned by or used by the King. 
They include Highgrove, Birkhall, 
Clarence House, Sandringham and Bal- 
moral, as well as official residences such 
as Buckingham Palace and Windsor 
Castle. One royal source said it was “an 


passed to the Prince of Wales, the 
King has been paying rent on 
Llwynywermod, which sits on a 192- 
acre estate. 

Buckingham Palace confirmed yes- 
terday that the King had given notice to 
the Duchy that he would be giving up 


term lease. 

A spokesman for the Prince of Wales 
said he had no plans to establish his own 
home in Wales, preferring to stay in 
hotels to help the local economy wher- 
ever he happened to be. The holiday 
cottages on the Llwynywermod estate 


In 2021 the King told BBC Radio 4 he 
had bought Llwynywermod “rather 40 
years too late, probably” because he had 
spent much of his life having to stay 
with friends or borrow other people’s 
homes when he was in Wales, and that 
Llwynywermod had been “a Godsend”. 


Palace to help cover their costs. 
Meanwhile, the King is also making 

his various residences more energy effi- 

cient to reduce the long-term costs of 


their upkeep. 


400 
ACRES 
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Poundbury 
An urban 
extension to 
the Dorset 
county town of 
Dorchester, with 
250 acres of 
mixed-use 
buildings and 
150 acres of 
landscaping 
for recreation, 
ecology and 
farmland. 


ISLANDS 


Isle of Scilly 
A group of over 
200 islands and 

rocks located 

28 miles from 
Cornwall, these 

have been part 

of the Duchy of 

Cornwall since 
the 14th century. 


HOUSES 
AND 16 
FLATS 


London 
The Duchy 
owns 16 flats 
and 23 houses in 
Kennington, as 
well as The Oval, 
the international 
cricket ground, 
of which Surrey 
County Cricket 
Club is the sole 
leaseholder. 


Make mine an old-fashioned: ‘forgotten’ whiskies have flavour to savour 


By Joe Pinkstone 
SCIENCE CORRESPONDENT 


IT IS often said that things were better 
“back in the day”. Now, experts believe 
ataste test has shown that, for whisky at 
least, that the adage is true. 

Scientists at Waterford Distillery in 
Ireland analysed older varieties of bar- 
ley and compared them with modern 
alternatives to see how their respective 
whiskies differed. 

They speculated the older barley 
varieties, such as Hunter, Old Irish and 
Goldthorpe, may have complex flavour 
profiles that result in a better taste. 

However, these grains have been 


largely abandoned in agriculture 
owing to difficulties in growing and 
harvesting. Higher-yield, more uniform 
varieties were preferred in the past 50 
years to help to meet increasing 
demands. 

Waterford’s experts grew small 
batches of the old barley varieties and 
created whisky from the grain. Eight 
tasters were recruited who were “exten- 
sively trained and highly experienced 
in descriptive analysis of spirits, includ- 
ing whisky”. 

They filled out a 15-point question- 
naire as they sipped up to three whis- 
kies per session. The drinks were 
diluted to 50 per cent ABV to prevent 


‘Consistency is no bad 
thing but whisky makers 
are looking to bring back 
some of the idiosyncrasies’ 


loss of flavour while also being weak 
enough “to avoid panellist fatigue”. 
Both the Goldthorpe and Hunter 
varieties impressed the whisky con- 
noisseurs with their depth of flavour. 
The work was conducted by agrono- 
mist Dr Dustin Herb, a former academic 
at Oregon State University, as well as 
Waterford distillers and presented 
recently at the World Distilled Spirits 


Conference. “To our knowledge, this is 
the most in-depth scientific study ever 
conducted to analyse the flavour pro- 
files of single malt whisky made from 
heritage barley,” Mark Reynier, chief 
executive and founder of Waterford 
Distillery, said. 

“Tt gives us unique insight into what 
single malt whisky would have tasted 
like in a bygone era. 

“Tt also confirms that, frankly, whisky 
from 50 years ago had far more interest- 
ing flavours than whisky made from 
high-yielding, generic barley today. 

“Over the last few decades, the 
whisky industry has prioritised quan- 
tity over quality in so many ways, but 


particularly so with raw materials. A 
few homogeneous barley varieties 
which offer higher yields have become 
the norm, and that has come at the 
expense of flavour.” He has now adopted 
a “barley forward” philosophy which 
focuses on the raw material of whisky in 
order to boost flavour. 

His work is designed to resurrect the 
old varieties of barley but he also hopes 
to create modern-historical hybrids to 
make a tasty, flavoursome crop that is 
also easy to grow and process. 

“The latest part of our flavour discov- 
ery journey has been to resurrect iconic 
barley varieties so we can identify their 
most flavour-expressive genes,” Mr 


Reynier added. “Over time, we aim to 
harness this research to give modern 
barley varieties more agronomic poten- 
tial. This will give us a ‘greatest hits’ of 
barley flavours and the ultimate variety 
for the most intense and naturally fla- 
voursome whiskies.” 

Neil Ridley, a whisky expert at World 
of Spirits, said: “Consistency has given 
the world the whisky business it has 
become today, which is no bad thing, 
but some elements of idiosyncrasy have 
been ironed out. Whisky makers are 
looking to bring them back, alongside 
lost grain varieties and strains.” 
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Prankster Mizzy told to get job by his mother 


By Sunday Telegraph Reporters 


THE mother of the prankster Mizzy, 
who filmed himself marching into a 
stranger’s house in a video that went 
viral, has scolded her son, saying he 
“needs to get a job”. 

Bacari-Bronze O’Garro, also known 
as Mizzy, was handed a criminal behav- 
iour order after posting videos to Tik- 
Tok of him storming a family home and 
stealing a pensioner’s dog. 

His mother, Donna O’Garro, has spo- 
ken for the first time since her son 
attracted notoriety to say he should set 
aside “stupid pranks” and get a job, the 
Mail Online reports. 

It comes as the BBC hosted the teen- 
age TikTok prankster during a segment 
on Newsnight. The 18-year-old is on bail 


‘I don’t need to do pranks 
anymore... I respect 
women fully. I was raised 
by a single mun’ 


after allegedly filming people without 
their consent and visiting Westfield 
Stratford City shopping centre, which 
he was banned from doing. He has 
denied the charges. 

Appearing on Newsnight in a nine- 
minute discussion on Thursday, he 
insisted: “I don’t need to do pranks any- 
more. I’m established enough as a 
prankster.” 

He went on to detail his communica- 
tion with Andrew Tate, a controversial 
influencer who is being sued over alle- 


gations of sexual and physical assault. 
Asked why Mr Tate appealed to him, 
O’Garro replied: “His confidence and 
his stride and the way he carries him- 
self. I respect women fully. I was raised 
by asingle mum.” 

O’Garro, from Hackney, east London, 
was placed under a criminal behaviour 
order and fined over the video that 
brought him national notoriety, and 
next month faces trial over accusations 
that he posted two further videos online 
without the consent of those featured 
and visited Westfield shopping centre 
in Stratford in breach of the order. 

On Wednesday, O’Garro said on Twit- 
ter that he had apologised to the family 
and admitted he had “made a very 
dumb stupid mistake” by entering their 
home. 


Atkinson: save the planet, drive a gas-guzzler 


By Steve Bird 


ROWAN ATKINSON feels “duped” by 
electric cars and has urged motorists to 
keep using older fossil fuel vehicles. 

The actor, who played Blackadder 
and Mr Bean, and is a “car person”, 
claims advances in electric batteries 
will be of “great environmental benefit 
one day, but that day has yet to dawn”. 

In The Guardian, he explains how 
despite owning his first hybrid 18 years 
ago and then a “pure electric” nine 
years ago “electric motoring doesn’t 
seem to be quite the environmental 
panacea it is claimed to be”. 

Atkinson, 68, writes that “our honey- 
moon with electric cars is coming to an 
end”. He has an electrical and electronic 
engineering degree, and points out that 


Rowan Atkinson 
says the ‘honeymoon 
period’ with electric 
vehicles is coming 
toanend 


PA 
£ 


although electric cars have zero emis- 
sions on the road, research by Volvo 
suggests greenhouse gas emissions dur- 
ing production are 70 per cent higher 
than petrol vehicles. The lithium-ion 
batteries require “rare earth metals and 
huge amounts of energy” to make. 

He said: “It seems a perverse choice 
of hardware with which to lead the 
automobile’s fight against the climate 
crisis”, and adds that CO2 emissions 


could be dramatically cut if our current 
cars bought new were kept by the orig- 
inal owner for five years, rather than 
sold after the average of just three. 

He writes that “wed be enjoying the 
same mobility, just driving slightly 
older cars” explaining how a “wider 
range of options need to be explored”, 
including hydrogen and synthetic fuels. 

He concludes: “In terms of manufac- 
ture, these cars have paid their environ- 
mental dues, and it would seem right to 
look carefully at ways of retaining them 
while lowering their polluting effect.” 

He concludes: “Friends often ask me 
whether they should buy an electric car. 
I say that if their car is an old diesel and 
they do a lot of city centre motoring, 
they should consider a change. But oth- 
erwise, hold fire for now.” 
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Just Stop Oil 
backer plans 
to sow green 
propaganda 
in schools 


Ecotricity tycoon’s Green 
Britain Foundation aims to 
provide lessons about the 
environment for children 


By Tony Diver and Oliver Gill 


A MULTI-MILLIONAIRE funding Just 
Stop Oil protests is plotting the rollout 
of an “eco-curriculum” in 12,000 
schools nationwide after running 
successful trials. 

Dale Vince, a new-age traveller 
turned “green industrialist”, wants to 
embed environmental considerations 
across the curriculum from primary 
school age. 

Children should be taught about 
“focusing on the energy we use, the way 
we travel, what we eat and the impor- 
tance of making room for nature”, 
according to the plans set out in the 
annual report of Mr Vince’s charitable 
foundation. 

Trials of “greening up the National 
Curriculum” were implemented across 
15 primary schools and 10 secondary 
schools last year. And by the 2022 
school year more than 100 schools were 
“engaging” with literature and other 
educational tools provided by Mr 
Vince’s “ministry of eco-education”. 

A report filed with the Charities 
Commission by the Green Britain 
Foundation read: “Young people devel- 
oped a deeper connection with nature 
and increased knowledge and under- 
standing of the climate and nature 
emergency. 

“Young people experienced 
increased positive engagement with the 
local community. Teachers felt more 
supported and confident to teach edu- 
cation for sustainability. 

“Throughout the year the ministry of 
eco education actively sought relation- 
ships to build the scope of the curricu- 
lum as well as enlist more schools to 
take part.” 

Mr Vince and the “ministry of eco 
education” now wants to extend and 
adapt the curriculum for a secondary 
school audience, with plans to reach 
10,000 primary and 2,000 Secondary 
schools by 2025. 

So-called “pioneer schools” include 
Minchinhampton Academy in Stroud, 
Wycliffe College in the Cotswolds, and 
St John’s Marlborough. 

Paul the “radical geographer” is 
listed on the ministry of eco education’s 
website as a leading advocate. 

Mr Vince, the founder of electricity 


supplier Ecotricity, and the chairman of 
Forest Green Rovers, hit the headlines 
last week by pledging to double any 
donations to Just Stop Oil over a 48-hour 
period despite a growing backlash 
against the group and its attempts to 
ruin sporting and social events. 

In an email to Just Stop Oil support- 
ers on Wednesday, he said: “I was on the 
front page of Monday’s Daily Mail and 
Radio 4 this morning for supporting 
Just Stop Oil, like that’s a crime or 
something. 

“Along with thousands of others, Iam 
proud to donate vital funds to the cause. 

“I’m inviting you to join me in sup- 
porting the brave people who are cur- 
rently slow marching, causing 
disruption and risking their freedom to 
save us from the climate crisis. 

“If you give a donation in the next 48 
hours I will match it, pound for pound. 

“Winning this argument is all that 
matters. The ordinary people powering 
Just Stop Oil need our support to keep 
on doing what they are doing so effec- 
tively - and ultimately bring about the 
change we all demand.” 


‘Young people develop 

a deeper connection with 

nature and understanding 
of the climate emergency’ 


The self-styled “eco nut” has an 
estimated net worth of more than 
£100 million after founding Ecotricity, 
a green energy provider. 

But the energy tycoon’s green cre- 
dentials and Labour donations were not 
enough to prevent the ministry of eco 
education from falling victim to trade 
union industrial action. 

“Due to the forthcoming train strikes 
we’ve had to postpone the London 
Climate Teacher Gathering. 

“We're hoping to reschedule for July 
and will keep everyone updated witha 
new date,” the organisation tweeted. 

He has also sought to transform 
Forest Green Rovers, which will next 
season play in England’s fourth tier of 
professional football after being rele- 
gated from League One. 

The club offers vegan pies, jerseys 
made from coffee granules and fertiliser 
made with the urine of away fans. 

The United Nations has said Forest 
Green Rovers are the world’s first 
carbon-neutral football club. 

FIFA, the global football body, says = 
the club is “the greenest team in the 4 
world”. 
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Non-binary 
category at 


marathons 
‘breaks law 


By Henry Bodkin 


THE London Marathon broke the law 
by asking entrants to state whether they 
are non-binary, campaigners have 
claimed. 

The Information Commissioner is 
facing calls to act by advocates for fair- 
ness in women’s sport after they 
accused UK Athletics of failing to 
enforce its own guidance. 

Mara Yamauchi, Britain’s third fastest 
female marathon runner, is at the fore- 
front of efforts to highlight the “unfair- 
ness” of allowing non-binary categories, 
which she says effectively offer a sec- 
ond competition opportunity to “men”. 

It follows last month’s London mara- 
thon, which included a non-binary cat- 
egory for the first time, as well as a row 
after a female runner lost her Parkrun 
record to a transgender woman. 

In March, World Athletics banned 
trans female athletes who had been 
through male puberty from participat- 
ing in female elite level competitions. 

However, increasing numbers of 
high-profile mass participation events 
are laying on non-binary categories, in 
addition to the traditional male and 
female competitions. 

In February, following complaints 
from female runners, UK Athletics 
issued a warning to race organisers 
about the practice of offering entrants 
the chance of designating a gender- 


‘Now there is a new way 
to allow male athletes 

an unfair advantage: 

the non-binary category’ 


identity category of non-binary, saying 
the Information Commissioner’s Office 
(ICO) had ruled that it could breach data 
protection rules. 

The guidance said: “This is because 
the question confuses a gender-identity 
category with sex categories. 

“It means that the question cannot be 
answered accurately. Data protection 
principles require you to ensure that 
data is accurate.” 

UK Athletics, which also goes under 
the name British Athletics, went on to 
say that races should not “normally 
need to record gender identity data”. 

However, the governing body was 
last night silent on whether it believed 
events like the London Marathon or the 
Edinburgh equivalent, which also 
offers anon-binary category, were act- 
ing within the law. 

Ms Yamauchi, who came sixth in the 
marathon at the Beijing Olympics, said: 
“Since March 31, post-puberty males 
have been banned from the female cat- 
egory by World Athletics - in world 
rankings competitions - and by UK Ath- 
letics, in events they license. 

“But now there is a new way to allow 
male athletes an unfair advantage: the 
non-binary category.” 

The ICO said: “Organisations should 
only collect data if it is necessary for the 
purpose identified. 

“Tfindividuals are concerned the data 
they’re being asked to submit when 
entering events is not necessary for the 
purpose of registration, they can con- 
tact the ICO” 


Arts Council risks looking ‘mad’ over gender issues, chief was told 


By Steve Bird 


BOSSES at Arts Council England were 
told the organisation risked being seen 
as “mad or irrelevant” for shunning 
“common sense” that people cannot 
change sex. 

Darren Henley, the chief executive, 
received a letter from one of his staff 
criticising the decision to scrap funding 
for a gay and lesbian charity because it 


does not represent transsexuals. The 
letter, seen by The Sunday Telegraph, 
was submitted as evidence in the 
employment tribunal of a grants officer 
who says she was hounded out of the 
Arts Council after expressing gender 
critical views, the belief biological sex 
cannot be changed. 

Denise Fahmy, 54, is seeking com- 
pensation for victimisation and harass- 
ment over her support for LGB Alliance. 


The Arts Council denies she was har- 
assed or victimised. 

One of her colleagues wrote to Mr 
Henley saying that he or she was wor- 
ried the council was not open to the 
“default position of more or less the 
entire population” that people cannot 
change sex. 

The letter, whose author’s name has 
been redacted, says: “As an organisation 
we could perhaps even learn from the 


down to earth common sense of people 
who have no problem saying what a 
woman or a man is. 

“Too many people in (for example) 
Barnsley already think we’re mad or 
irrelevant or both - and if people see we 
only fund art that comes with a particu- 
lar set of values then the whole strategy 
will fail.” 

The email adds that the author would 
be “nervous of expressing” gender crit- 


ical views for fear of being “vilified by 
some staff”, and insists that to say peo- 
ple can’t change sex is not a transphobic 
view. 

It concludes: “I know there is very, 
very strong feeling about this (particu- 
larly from female colleagues who see 
rights they - and their mothers and 
grandmothers - fought hard for eroded) 
and many people feel unable to speak 
out for fear of the abuse they’ll get.” 


It is not known how Mr Henley 
replied. 

Ajudgment on Ms Fahmy’s employ- 
ment tribunal case, heard last month in 
Leeds, is due soon. 

An Arts Council England spokesman 
said: “We are not able to comment on 
ongoing legal cases however we strive 
to create a respectful and caring work 
environment for each of our col- 
leagues.” 


Anglo-Saxons are not real, 
Cambridge teaches students 


By Craig Simpson 


CAMBRIDGE teaches students that 
Anglo-Saxons did not exist as a distinct 
ethnic group as part of efforts to under- 
mine “myths of nationalism”. 

Britain’s medieval history is taught 
by the Department of Anglo-Saxon, 
Norse and Celtic (ASNC), but the terms 
in its title are being addressed as part of 
efforts to make teaching “anti-racist”. 

It aims to “dismantle the basis of 
myths of nationalism” by explaining 
that the Anglo-Saxons were not a dis- 
tinct ethnic group. The department’s 
approach also aims to show that there 
were never “coherent” Scottish, Irish 
and Welsh ethnic identities. 

Some in academia allege the term 
Anglo-Saxon is used to support “racist” 
ideas of a native English identity. 

ASNC said: “Several of the elements 
discussed above have been expanded to 
make ASNC teaching more anti-racist. 

“One concern has been to address 
recent concerns over use of the term 
‘Anglo-Saxon’ and its perceived connec- 
tion to ethnic/racial English identity. 

“Other aspects of ASNC’s historical 
modules approach race and ethnicity 
with reference to the Scandinavian set- 
tlement that began in the ninth century. 

“ASNC teaching seeks to dismantle 
the basis of myths of nationalism - that 
there ever was a ‘British’, ‘English’, 
‘Scottish’, ‘Welsh’ or ‘Irish’ people with 


a coherent and ancient ethnic identity - 
by showing students just how con- 
structed and contingent these identities 
are and always have been.” 

One lecture addresses how the mod- 
ern use of the term “Anglo-Saxon” has 
been embroiled in “indigenous race 
politics”, by questioning the extent of 
settlement by a distinct ethnic group 
that could be called Anglo-Saxon. 

The term refers to a cultural group 
which emerged and flourished between 
the fall of Roman Britain and the Nor- 
man conquest, when Germanic peoples 


“We seek to dismantle the 
myth of nationalism that 
English, Scottish, Welsh or 
Irish people ever existed’ 


- Angles, Saxons, and Jutes - arrived 
and forged new kingdoms in what 
would later become a united England. 
Some academics claim that the term 
Anglo-Saxon has been used by racists - 
particularly in the US - to support the 
idea of an ancient white English iden- 
tity, and should therefore be dropped. 
In 2019, the International Society of 
Anglo-Saxonists changed its name to 
the International Society for the Study 
of Early Medieval England, “in recogni- 
tion of the problematic connotations 


399 


associated with the term ‘Anglo-Saxon. 


A Comme des Garcons dress that is part of 
the Catwalking Fashion Through the Lens of Chris Moore 
exhibition at Cannon Hall Museum, Barnsley. 


Looted Indian art ‘may not 
be displayed if it is returned’ 


By Anita Singh 
ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 


MUGHAL treasures looted by the Brit- 
ish might never be displayed if they are 
returned to India, William Dalrymple 
has suggested. 

Narendra Modi’s government wants 
to secure the return of artefacts taken 
from India during Empire. 

But Dalrymple, a British historian 
based in India, said the situation was 
“complicated” because the Hindu 
authorities do not want to celebrate 
India’s former Islamic rulers. 

“If you were talking about, say, Jew- 
ish art looted from the Rothschilds in 
Europe during World War Two, every 
single person in this room would say, 
‘Yes, of course that loot has to be 
returned,” Mr Dalrymple told an audi- 
ence at the Hay Festival. 

However, besides the moral ques- 
tion, “an additional part of the problem 
is that, at the moment, India is ruled by 
a Hindu nationalist government that 
does not display Mughal items. 

“Delhi - a Mughal capital - does not 
have even an entire room where Mughal 
items are displayed. You can go to Delhi 
and not see a display, at the moment, of 
Mughal art. But it’s there, beautifully 
displayed, in the British Library, the 
British Museum, the Victoria and Albert 
Museum. So these are not black and 
white issues. They are complicated.” 


Dalrymple has written many books 
about India including The Anarchy, a 
history of The East India Company. 

He said that people need to be edu- 
cated about the extent to which the 
British plundered India. 

“The word ‘loot’ is a Hindustani word 
meaning plunder. It enters the English 
language in the 18th century to describe 
the sort of thing that was arriving in 
houses like Powis,” he said of the former 
home of Clive of India which currently 
houses his haul of Mughal treasures. 

“It’s very important to realise the 
scale of this. Britain is basically a bottom 
of the First Division country until, on 
one hand, the East India Company gets 
going; and, on the other hand, the slave 
trade gets going. 

“At this point in time, not enough 
people in this country understand how 
much of our national collections came 
through conquest, loot and pillage. 

“You need first to educate people on 
the biggest thing this country ever did, 
which is to conquer. 

“Today, there is a celebration some- 
where in the world of some country’s 
liberation from Britain every six days. 
It’s the world’s most popular festival.” 

Indian officials have indicated that 
they want to see the return of artefacts 
taken under “colonial coercion”. 

Govind Mohan, secretary for the 
Indian ministry of culture, said: “It is of 
huge importance to the government.” 


The Sunday Telegraph Sunday 4 June 2023 
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Colditz TV show to portray British officers as racist 


Celebrated Spitfire pilot 
Bader described by author 
as a ‘horrible monster’ in 
retelling of PoW’s story 


By Anita Singh 
ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT EDITOR 


A NEW television series will dismantle 
the “mythology” of Colditz and show 
the racist side of British officers impris- 
oned there. 

The adaptation of Colditz: Prisoners of 
the Castle, by Ben Macintyre, will “dig a 
bit deeper” to offer a “21st century nar- 
rative” view of life within its walls. One 


former PoW whose story will be retold 
is Douglas Bader, the flying ace who lost 
both legs in a crash in 1931 but became 
the RAF’s most celebrated Spitfire pilot 
during the Second World War. 

“Bader was the most famous prisoner 
in Colditz. He was the most famous 
fighting soldier on either side during 
the war. He was an extraordinary man, 
remarkably brave; he could inspire 
courage in others. 

“But he was also horrible. He was a 
monster. Bader was racist, snobbish, 
brutally unpleasant to anybody he con- 
sidered of lower socio-economic order,” 
Macintyre said. 

Another story told in the book, which 
will be included in the series, is that of 


Birendra Nath Mazumdar. Indian-born, 
but trained as a doctor in London, he 
joined the British Army in 1939 as a 
medical officer and was captured in 
Normandy. 

As the only Indian in Colditz, he was 
shunned by fellow British Army offic- 
ers. Macintyre said: “He suffered terri- 
bly in a way that was shaming, really. He 
was treated with appalling racism. He 
was regarded as a second-class citizen... 
told he had to make curry for everyone. 
Even for the time, it was pretty brutal, 
racist behaviour.” 

Mr Mazumdar eventually became a 
GP in Somerset and married an English- 
woman. He recorded his experiences 
on micro-cassettes around 10 years 


Douglas Bader, the 
most famous 
prisoner in Colditz, 
is to be portrayed 
as a ‘brutally 
unpleasant’ snob 


before his death, which Macintyre used 
as research material. 

“Joan, his widow, had never heard 
them before. It is an astonishing first- 
person account. He was still furious but 
there was forgiveness,” said Macintyre. 

The series is being adapted by the 
same team who produced one of Macin- 
tyre’s earlier books, A Spy Among 


Friends, which was recently turned into 
a drama series for ITVX. 

“The idea, a brilliant idea if it works, 
is to try to tell this story in a series of 
episodes, taking a different vantage 
point for each episode,” he explained. 

“So one will be told through the eyes 
of Mazumdar, one perhaps through 
Reinhold Eggers... There is a way of tak- 
ing the mythology that we all remember 
and playing with it, and creating a quite 
different 21st century narrative.” 

Eggers was the security chief at 
Colditz, described in Macintyre’s book 
as an “ardent Anglophile” who “made 
no secret of his admiration for the Brit- 
ish countryside, courtesy, language, 
food and good sportsmanship”, having 


spent time in Cheltenham in the 1930s. 
The writer and journalist said that the 
“myth” of Colditz was partly formed in 
the national psyche by the 1972 BBC 
series of the same name. 

He said: “One-third of the entire Brit- 
ish population watched that TV series 
and it told a story that was dated in the 
way we saw the war. 

“The story of the escapes from 
Colditz are fabulous: the ingenuity, the 
courage, the lateral thinking that went 
into them is extraordinary. 

“But, like all myths, it is partial. It 
doesn’t tell the whole story. Very early 
on in the project I thought, ‘There is an 
entirely separate set of stories that have 
never been told’” 


PARE 
Churchill’s 
favourite spy 
‘would be 
cancelled’ in 
this PC age 


By Steven Edginton 


WINSTON CHURCHILL’s “favourite 
spy”, a hellraising heroine who was the 
inspiration for James Bond’s MI6 lover, 
Vesper Lynd, would not have lasted 
long in today’s politically correct envi- 
ronment, says the star who plays her in 
anew film. 

Described by contemporaries as “the 
bravest of the brave”, Krystyna Skar- 
bek’s exploits in the Second World War 
involved her operating in Nazi-occu- 
pied Europe with a gusto that would 
inspire several characters from Ian 
Fleming’s Bond novels. 

Morgane Polanski, who plays the out- 
spoken spy in a forthcoming biopic of 
her life, says people could learn from 
her courage today. 

“I think more women and more men 
should be like Skarbek,” the actor and 
daughter of the director Roman Polan- 
ski said. 


U/GETTY 


“I think more people should just stick 2 
to what they believe in without allow- = 
ing other people to gaslight them in the < 


fear of being cancelled or, whatever... 
Believe that the truth will always 
prevail. 

“So I think we have more women like 
Skarbek, we have less men like 
Skarbek” 4 

The spy, who was known for li 
arguing with her British han- 
dlers and was kicked out of 
school for setting fire to a 
priest’s robe during a mass, was 
unafraid of friend and foe alike. 

As to whether the agent 
would get cancelled today, 
Polanski said: “I think she 
would not be afraid to speak 
for what she stands for. So 
does that get you cancelled? 
I feel like maybe.” 

Polanski, star of Wes 
Anderson’s French Dispatch 
and the TV series Vikings, 
also had kind words to say of 
Skarbek’s wartime fan 
Churchill. “I will say I adore 


Morgane Polanski in The Partisan, above, 
as the agent Krystina Skarbek, above left, 
and with her director father, Roman, left 


his quotes. I think he has the wittiest, 
most brilliant quotes,” she said. 

“And I admire what he did during 
World War Two. So him and de Gaulle, 
I think were [among] our many heroes 
during World War Two.” 

As activists re-examine past figures 


, such as Churchill, whose statue in Par- 


liament Square was vandalised with 
a message describing the wartime 
leader as a racist during an Extinc- 
tion Rebellion protest in 2020, 
Hollywood portrayals of historical 
characters have come under close 
scrutiny in recent years. Netflix was 
recently criticised by historians for por- 
traying Cleopatra as black in a new doc- 
umentary about the Egyptian Queen’s 
life. 
Born in Warsaw in 1908, Krystyna 


Skarbek fled to London at the outbreak 
of the Second World War to join the 
newly set up Special Operations Execu- 
tive (SOE), which Churchill famously 
ordered to “set Europe ablaze”. 

Upon first contact with her, British 
agents described Skarbek as a “flaming 
Polish patriot, expert skier, and great 
adventuress”. 

During the course of the war she 
would carry out a series of dangerous 
missions that would take her from Cairo 
to Budapest. 

Examples of her courageousness 
include biting her own tongue until it 
bled to fake TB and evade her Nazi 
captors. She also negotiated the release 
of Allied operatives in occupied 
France. 

The new film about her life, The Par- 
tisan, is set to be released in the sum- 
mer of 2024. Shooting is taking place in 
Poland where the film is partly set. 

The £7.5million project, supported in 


‘More 
people 
should stick 
to what they 
believe in 
without fear 
of being 
cancelled. 
The truth 
will always 
prevail’ 


part by the Polish Film Institute, is 
directed by James Marquand, whose 
previous works include the comedy 
films Between Two Worlds and One 
Night in Istanbul. 

Skarbek was said to be Fleming’s 
inspiration for 007’s provocative MI6 
lover, Vesper Lynd but Marquand 
believes he undersold her as a side char- 
acter, saying: “Truthfully, if she’s any 
character, she is James Bond.” 

“Probably one of (the SOE’s enemies’) 
weaknesses was underestimating 
women. So a female spy could do a hell 
of alot more than a male spy,” he said. 

Like Skarbek, Polanski has Polish 
roots, being born in Paris to her director 
father, and the French actress Emma- 
nuelle Seigner in 1993. 

On 1 February 1978, after 42 days in 
jail, Roman Polanski fled the US while 
awaiting final sentencing, having 
pleaded guilty to unlawful sexual inter- 
course with a minor. 


editor at the centre of Schofield saga 


By Henry Bodkin 


THE editor of This Morning has accused 
critics of score settling, as he defended 
the show following the Phillip Schofield 
scandal. 

A defiant Martin Frizell denied claims 
of a “toxic” culture at the ITV pro- 
gramme and described sustained media 
scrutiny as “tiring” for staff. 

The comments follow mounting 
pressure on senior executives to explain 
what they knew of Schofield’s affair 
with the much younger colleague, 
which the presenter described as 
“unwise” but “not illegal”. 

Schofield left the show a fortnight 
ago and last week described his TV 
career as “over”, suggesting he had con- 
sidered suicide over the backlash. 

It comes as the chair of the culture, 
media and sport committee, Dame Car- 
oline Dinenage, accused ITV of “lurch- 
ing from one disaster to another” in the 
wake of the scandal. 

Dame Carolyn McCall, ITV’s chief 
executive, is due to be questioned by 
MPs on committee on June 14. 

Speaking yesterday, Mr Frizell, 64, 
sought to shift the focus on to critics of 
the show. 

Asked if he recognised claims that its 
culture was or had been toxic, he said: 
“You’ve got to read between the lines. I 


think there are some scores being set- 
tled.” 

Dr Ranj Singh, a former regular con- 
tributor, used the word to describe his 
experiences, while former co-presenter 
Eamonn Holmes has also said that a 
“toxic” culture left staff terrified, a 
claim dismissed by Schofield. 

Last week, bosses sought to defuse 
criticism by commissioning a top KC, 
Jane Mulcahy, to conduct an independ- 
ent review, which could see Holly Wil- 
loughby - Schofield’s former co-star 
- Mr Frizell and more senior executives 
questioned, as well as Schofield’s for- 
mer lover. 

Described by insiders as “determined 
to be famous”, he left the TV industry 
with a reported payout from ITV in 
2020, and now helps run a pub. 

The Sunday Telegraph has discovered 
that the youth theatre group where 
Schofield met the then 15-year-old shut 
down in 2020. Schofield admitted in an 
interview that the affair started when 
he kissed the young man in his ITV 
dressing room in 2017. 

ITV insiders said the junior employee 
was not treated like a normal runner, 
and had unprecedented access to Scho- 
field, Willoughby and celebrity guests. 

Mr Frizell told Sky News: “There will 
be lots of time when this is all over to go 
through who did what, when, why. 


“You’ve 

got to read 
between the 
lines. I think 
there are 
some scores 
being 
settled’ 


We're looking forward to talking to the 
KC. She will find those answers.” He 
added: I’m working with a fantastic 
team of mainly women, many mums. A 
lot of them are concerned for their jobs, 
although we’ve told them not to be. But 
this is the 23rd day now of being on the 
front page and it’s tiring. I just think 
they need a bit of respite now.” 

Last Monday, Holmes alleged that 
there was a “total cover-up” on This 
Morning over Schofield’s affair, claim- 
ing that “those in authority” had to have 
known what was going on. 

Willoughby, who has been on holiday 
in Portugal for much of the past two 
weeks, is due to present the show 
tomorrow. Speaking to GB News, Dame 
Caroline said ITV “does not have a very 
good track record” of duty of care 
towards staff and compliant handling, 
referencing Love Island, Caroline Flack 
and The Jeremy Kyle Show. 

“The public must have confidence in 
broadcasters to make sure that they are 
robustly safeguarding the interests of 
their staff,’ she said, adding: “They 
seem to be lurching from one tragic dis- 
aster to another and I do feel it’s time 
Carolyn McCall came before the com- 
mittee and answered a few questions.” 

Dame Carolyn said in a letter last 
week that ITV had been supporting its 
former runner. 


JONATHAN HORDLE/ITV/ SHUTTERSTOCK 


Jane McDonald, who replaced Phillip Schofield as host of 
the British Soap Awards, ahead of the event in Manchester last night. 
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Labour would 
spend millions 
on dozens of 
new quangos 


Size of the state to balloon 
under Starmer as units for 
energy, cladding and ‘value 
for money’ will be created 


By Will Hazell 
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 


LABOUR would create dozens of new 
quangos costing tens of millions of 
poundsas it “balloons” in the size of the 
state, analysis suggests. 

The Tories have looked at Labour’s 
policy announcements to create a list of 
new arm’s-length bodies planned by Sir 
Keir Starmer. 

For example, the Labour leader has 
promised an Office for Value for Money, 
which he said would “chase down every 
penny we spend”. Rachel Reeves, the 
shadow chancellor, has promised to 
launch a National Wealth Fund “so that 
when we invest in new industries, in 
partnership with business the British 
people will own a share of that wealth 
and the taxpayer will get a return on 
that investment”. 

Anew publicly owned clean energy 
company, Great British Energy, would 
meanwhile be set up to help pursue net 
zero. And Angela Rayner, the deputy 
Labour leader, has pledged an inde- 
pendent Integrity and Ethics Commis- 
sion to “stamp out corruption in 
government, strengthen the rules and 
ensure they are enforced”. 

Among the many other new units 
would be ones focusing on supply chains, 
“skills”, community service and cladding. 
The party is also backing the creation of 
quangos that are already part of Tory 
government policy, such as an independ- 
ent regulator for English football. 

The Conservatives said that Labour’s 
policies reflected a “never-ending 
obsession with bureaucracy and bal- 
looning the size of the state”. 

It is unclear how much the new bod- 
ies would cost, but the Tories pointed to 
the £3.9 million annual budget of the 
Office for Budget Responsibility - the 
watchdog upon which the Office for 
Value for Money is based - as an indica- 
tion of the cost of individual quangos. 

Commenting on the Office for Value 
for Money, the Tory chairman Greg 
Hands said: “This is classic Labour - 
proposing to set up an entire govern- 
ment agency to do what the Cabinet 
should be doing - looking after taxpay- 
ers’ money. 

“They are incapable of making a deci- 


sion - or sticking to one - which is why 
they are hell bent on having millions of 
officials to rely on to stuff government 
with process, process, process.” 

Mr Hands added: “The Conservatives 
streamlined government after Labour 
last left office - saving taxpayers’ bil- 
lions of pounds helping us deliver on 
our priorities to halve inflation, grow 
the economy, reduce debt, cut waiting 
lists and stop the boats.” 

According to the Cabinet Office, 
there are currently 295 arm’s-length 
bodies, accounting for more than 
£220billion of taxpayer’s money. 

Labour has said it would create many 
more, including Skills England, which 
would “oversee the national effort to 
meet the skills needs of the coming dec- 
ade across all regions”. 

Nick Thomas-Symonds, the shadow 
trade secretary, has also said that a 
Labour government would create a 
“nationwide network of climate export 
hubs” to “work with businesses, univer- 


‘The Tories streamlined 
government, saving 
millions of pounds helping 
us deliver on our priorities’ 


sities and other innovators, to take UK 
climate science innovations and export 
them to the world”. 

Steve Reed, the shadow justice secre- 
tary, is planning “community payback 
boards”, in which victims of crime 
would oversee community sentences, 
choose the unpaid work to be done by 
offenders and make sure that sentences 
are carried out in full. Labour’s national 
“mission” to “build an NHS fit for the 
future” proposes a “mission delivery 
board” for the health service which 


‘This is would have a role “akin to the climate 
Alacct change committee”. 
classic In other cases, it is unclear whether 
Labour: policies proposed by Labour constitute 
B so fully fledged arm’s-length bodies or 
proposing internal units within Whitehall. For 
to set up example, the party has promised a 
. plethora of task forces, including a 
an entire National Cladding Taskforce, Illicit 
oover Finance Taskforce and a supply chain 
gov ernment ae 
agency to The Tories have repeatedly pledged 
do what to reduce the size of the state. 
wohe In last summer’s leadership contest, 
the Cabinet Rishi sunak’s campaign promised to 
should be “demand greater savings from quan- 
x x gos”. Labour were contacted for 
doing comment. 


By Nick Allen and Edward Malnick 


RISHI SUNAK will stay at the palatial 
residence known as the President’s 
Guest House on his visit to Washington 
this week, as the White House rolls out 
the red carpet for the Prime Minister. 
Described as the “world’s most exclu- 
sive hotel”, Elizabeth II and Prince 
Philip stayed there in 2007. Mr Sunak, 
who will be the first British leader to 
stay at Blair House since David Cam- 
eron, recently said the relationship 
between the UK and US was “in great 


shape” and the gesture by Mr Biden will 
be seen as an illustration of the pair’s 
good working relations. 

It is also intended to make clear the 
US commitment to the special relation- 
ship after White House officials were 
surprised by criticism across the Atlan- 
tic of Mr Biden’s decision not to attend 
the King’s Coronation last month. 

It also came after the president made 
a diplomatic gaffe in which he sug- 
gested his trip to Ireland in April was to 
make “sure the Brits didn’t screw 
around” with the Good Friday Agree- 


ae 


Sunak put up in the president's 


ment. Ahead of Mr Sunak’s fourth meet- 
ing with Mr Biden since March, No10 
said: “No British prime minister has had 
this much sustained contact with the 
president of the US in recent years.” 

Mr Sunak said: “The US is our closest 
ally. We are one another’s partner of 
first resort when it comes to everything 
from keeping our people safe to grow- 
ing our economies. 

“That’s why it is so important for a 
UK prime minister to forge a close and 
candid relationship with the president 
of the United States - on every global 


Rishi Sunak will 
stay at Blair House 
as he prepares for 
his fourth meeting 
with Joe Biden 
since March 


Prioritise easing the cost of 
living, market watchdog told 


By Edward Malnick 
SUNDAY POLITICAL EDITOR 


BRITAIN’S competition regulator is to 
be told to focus on boosting growth and 
easing the cost of living, amid concerns 
the watchdog may have been blocking 
deals that would help the economy. 

Kemi Badenoch, the Business Secre- 
tary, is preparing a “strategic steer” that 
will formally ask the Competition and 
Markets Authority to promote “supply- 
side growth and investment” while pro- 
tecting competition and ensuring lower 
prices for consumers. 

The business department said: “Too 
often growth has not been given the pri- 
ority by regulators that it needs and we 
are determined to change that.” 

The intervention comes after Jeremy 
Hunt, the Chancellor, appeared to voice 
private frustrations with the CMA last 
month when asked about its decision to 
block Microsoft’s $69 billion (£55 bil- 
lion) takeover of Activision, the video 
games giant behind Call of Duty. 

“One of the reasons that companies 
like Microsoft and Google want to 
invest in the UK is because we have 
independent regulators that aren’t 
controlled by politicians,” Mr Hunt told 
a business conference. 

“T would not want to undermine that 
at all, but I do think it’s important all our 
regulators understand their wider 


Fears No10 will backtrack 
on pledge to protect women 


responsibilities for economic growth.” 
One government source said that strate- 
gic steers are not binding and may be 
ignored by the CMA. “They don’t need 
to take any notice”, the source warned. 

But a draft version of the document 
being drawn up states that “the Govern- 
ment’s overarching expectation is that 
the CMA should focus on achieving out- 
comes that help consumers and busi- 
nesses to meet cost of living challenges, 
while also boosting sustainable growth 
and productivity, and maintaining and 
enhancing the UK’s position as a leading 
global destination for investment”. 

The move comes as part of an attempt 
to take a “smarter” approach to regula- 
tion in order to grow the economy. 

In a paper setting out the approach, 
Mrs Badenoch’s department said that 
Brexit was a “historic moment for this 
country, giving us for the first time in 
many decades the final say over the way 
we regulate”. It adds: “We do not con- 
sider regulation to be a dirty word, but 
it must be used only where necessary 
and be implemented in a way that pro- 
vides the right foundations for our 
economy to thrive.” 

The business department said: “Each 
of us as consumers lose out when such 
regulation blocks innovation and 
competition, increases prices or lowers 
the quality and choice of goods and 
services available.” 


JASON BRYANT/APEX 


Rising temperatures left everyone looking 


uncomfortable at yesterday’s Royal Bath & West Show. 


By Edward Malnick 
SUNDAY POLITICAL EDITOR 


RISHI SUNAK is facing calls to give a 
“cast-iron guarantee” he will rewrite 
equality laws to protect women, amid 
fears among some Tory MPs that he will 
renege on his promise. 

Conservative backbenchers are plan- 
ning to challenge Maria Caulfield, the 
minister for women, to give an under- 
taking in the Commons that Mr Sunak 
will deliver on his promised legal 
changes to ensure that “mothers and 
women are not erased from public life”. 

Sources close to the Prime Minister 
insist he is committed to the pledge. 
One said advice from the Equality and 
Human Rights Commission was being 
carefully considered, and another 
insisted: “It’s certainly not being 
delayed or dropped.” 

But senior Tories fear that the party 
will lose its opportunity to change the 
law if Mr Sunak fails to act swiftly ahead 
of an election next year. 

One backbencher said: “It’s unclear 
how much of a row the Government 
wants, doing this in the run-up to an 
election. But, if they can’t say what a 
woman is by the time we go into an elec- 
tion, we’re in trouble.” 

Mr Sunak issued a pledge during his 
leadership campaign last year to 
“ensure that the Equality Act is clear 


that sex means biological sex”. Cam- 
paigners and many Tory MPs say the 
change is needed to give clarity toa 
number of bodies who say the existing 
Labour-era legislation fails to make 
clear that protections given to people 
on the basis of their “sex” do not apply 
to those who identify as a different gen- 
der from their biological sex. 

It has caused confusion over whether 
trans women can be barred from wom- 
en’s sports or from entering female- 
only spaces. 

On June 12, MPs will use a Westmin- 
ster Hall debate to demand assurances 
from Ms Caulfield that Mr Sunak will 
deliver before the next election. 

Damian Green, the former first secre- 
tary of state, said: “It’s very important 
that the Government makes it clear that 
it will clarify the definition in this Par- 
liament, and gives us a timescale as 
soon as possible.” 

Maya Forstater, director of the Sex 
Matters campaign group, said: “We 
would like to hear ... a cast-iron guaran- 
tee that they are going to fix the prob- 
lem with the Equality Act and the 
Gender Recognition Act. 

“They cannot leave the interaction 
between these two laws ambiguous any 
longer.” 

A No10 source said the change had to 
be approached “thoughtfully” and 
added: “That does take time.” 


PM to host global summit on stopping AI annihilation of mankind 


By Will Hazell 
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 


RISHI SUNAK is to host a global summit 
in London this autumn aimed at devis- 
ing international rules on artificial intel- 
ligence amid warnings it could threaten 
human extinction. 

Mr Sunak will try to convince Joe 
Biden to lend his support for the confer- 
ence during the Prime Minister’s visit to 
Washington this week. Meanwhile, 
Chloe Smith, the Technology Secretary, 
will meet with UK allies in Paris on 


Tuesday to build a united front on AI 
regulation before the West opens up 
talks with China on the subject. 

The UK is conducting the diplomatic 
blitz to accelerate co-operation on AI 
safety amid growing fears that without 
regulation it could pose grave risks. 

Experts fear that if superintelligent 
systems are developed with capabilities 
far exceeding those of humans, human- 
ity could lose control. Other worries 
include AI being used to launch novel 
cyber attacks, develop devastating 
weapons or subvert democracy by 


‘This should be a global 
priority alongside other 
risks such as pandemics 
and nuclear war’ 


propagating mass disinformation. Last 
week, the chief executives of the world’s 
three most advanced AI laboratories - 
OpenAI, Google Deepmind and 
Anthropic - were among the signatories 
to a statement which said: “Mitigating 
the risk of extinction from AI should be 


a global priority alongside other soci- 
etal-scale risks such as pandemics and 
nuclear war.” 

At a meeting in Downing Street with 
the three bosses last month, Mr Sunak 
discussed the risks of technology, 
“ranging from disinformation and 
national security, to existential threats”. 

The Prime Minister has spoken about 
the need to put “guard rails in place” so 
the development of AI is “safe and 
secure”. The autumn summit is likely to 
bring together heads of government, 
top officials and AI companies from 


across the size spectrum. Crucially, 
China will be invited to attend the con- 
ference. The Government believes that 
because China is one of the major global 
players in AI, efforts to effectively regu- 
late the technology on an international 
basis will fail unless there is engage- 
ment with the country. 

However, there is also considerable 
wariness about how China and other 
authoritarian states could seek to use 
the technology. On Tuesday, Ms Smith 
will chair talks with foreign counter- 
parts at the inaugural Organisation for 


Economic Co-operation and Develop- 
ment Global Forum on Technology in 
Paris - an event the UK Government has 
helped to fund. 

The discussions are designed to make 
sure the rapid development of technol- 
ogy such as AI is rooted in democratic 
values and kept safe from hostile actors. 
China is not attending the forum, so the 
event will provide an opportunity for 
democratic states to build a united front 
on the issue of AI regulation. 


Editorial Comment: Page 19 
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problem, you will see us working side- 
by-side. 

“Tm looking forward to seeing Presi- 
dent Biden to continue those efforts, 
and to deliver for the British people.” 

In a further signal of the White 
House’s desire to promote the relation- 
ship, Mr Biden has committed to hold- 
ing a rare joint press conference with 
Mr Sunak - only the fifth media event 
by Mr Biden this year. 

While in the US, Mr Sunak will also 
attend a “UK-US friendship-themed” 
baseball game between the Washington 


Nationals and Arizona Diamondbacks 
on Wednesday, in honour of the King’s 
Coronation. The game will involve a 
joint flyover by the UK and US militaries 
and performances by the Royal Marine 
Corps of Drums and the Washington 
tattoo. On Thursday, he will become the 
first British prime minister to address 
the Business Roundtable - an annual 
summit of US chief executives. 

Blair House is opposite the White 
House and, at 70,000 sq ft, is bigger, 
with 14 bedrooms and 35 bathrooms. 

It was bought by the US government 


‘US is our 
closest ally. 
We are one 
another’s 
partner of 
first resort’ 


y 


during the Second World War. Before 
that, guests of the president would 
spend a night in the White House then 
move to their country’s embassy. 

According to an official history of the 
property, it was bought after Eleanor 
Roosevelt found Winston Churchill, 
who was staying at the White House, 
“wandering towards the family’s pri- 
vate quarters at 3am, trademark cigar in 
hand, to rouse the sleeping president 
for more conversation. 

“He met Eleanor first, however, who 
firmly persuaded him to wait until 


breakfast.” US presidents, including Mr 
Biden, traditionally stay there on the 
night before their inauguration. Kamala 
Harris, on becoming vice president, 
temporarily lived there in 2021. 

White House officials said the meet- 
ing with Mr Sunak would include 
Ukraine, energy security and the 
climate crisis. 

They will also discuss efforts to 
strengthen the economic relationship, 
and “review developments” in North- 
ern Ireland. 

Mr Biden has given fewer press 


conferences than any of his predeces- 
sors since Ronald Reagan, often 
eschewing joint events with visiting 
leaders. 

Recently, Gustavo Petro, Colombia’s 
president, was left to answer questions 
alone in the White House driveway. 

Former White House officials told 
The Sunday Telegraph that “consum- 
mate communications micromanagers” 
around Mr Biden are determined to 
“control the narrative”, insulating him 
from tough questions and situations 
where he may need to improvise. 


se as Biden rolls out red carpet 


‘No British 
PM has had 
this much 
sustained 
contact with 
president 

of the USin 
recent years’ 


Labour deputy mayor elected 
despite harassment allegation 


By Henry Bodkin 


A LABOUR councillor in Greater Man- 
chester was elected deputy mayor 
despite colleagues knowing of allega- 
tions that he had harassed a young 
woman. 

The uncontested vote for Shakil 
Ahmed last month means he should 
automatically become the mayor and 
“first citizen” of Rochdale next year. 

The result has provoked turmoil 
within the governing party, with fears 
that it sends a “terrible message” to 
women and victims of abuse, in a bor- 
ough that has suffered notorious sexual 
abuse scandals in recent years. 

Councillors have also accused the 
local leadership of pressuring civil serv- 
ants to delay the start of a formal inves- 
tigation into Mr Ahmed until after last 
month’s local elections. 

Rochdale is home to a key marginal 
constituency, Heywood and Middleton, 
which swung to the Conservatives in 
2019 and is now high on Labour’s target 
list. 

In addition to the complaint against 
Mr Ahmed, The Sunday Telegraph has 
been told by two sources of a separate 
allegation of sexual harassment against 
another councillor, which is being 
investigated by Greater Manchester 


Police. Insiders within the Labour 
group have expressed outrage at the 
decision-making of Neil Emmott, 
Labour leader on the council, in the 
promotion of Mr Ahmed. 

The Telegraph has seen a letter to Mr 
Emmott signed by numerous Labour 
councillors ahead of the annual general 
meeting, begging him not to put them 
in the position of voting for someone 
against whom there was an outstanding 
complaint of harassment. 

“This sends out a terrible message 
when it comes to our support for vic- 
tims, especially women and girls, every- 
where,” it reads. “Rochdale Labour 
Group needs to show that it takes all 
allegations seriously.” 

They added: “We can’t allow the per- 
sonal ambitions of one man to bring the 
entire Labour Group into disrepute.” 

The plea went unheeded, prompting 
a partial boycott of the normally fully 
attended AGM. 

The Manchester Evening News 
reported live from the meeting that: 
“There are several apologies for 
absence tonight, noticeably from the 
Labour group”, commenting that the 
room seemed “unusually sparse”. 

However, among those who did 
attend, a show of hands in favour of Mr 
Ahmed as deputy mayor appeared 


unanimous, so no dissenting vote was 
called. Sources within the group said a 
junior female officer at the council 
voiced complaints about Mr Ahmed’s 
alleged misconduct in February, before 
making a formal complaint the follow- 
ing month. 

“The investigation was kicked back 
because of the election because the 
leadership didn’t want anything to 
come out,” one claimed. “They were 
worried about a challenge from the 
Middleton Independence Party and 
didn’t want to rock the boat. This poor 
woman has had to watch this man [Mr 
Ahmed] become deputy mayor.” 

Mr Ahmed was born in Kashmir and 
brought up in the UK, attending pri- 
mary school in Coventry before moving 
to Rochdale in 1984, according to the 
council website. 

Mr Emmott himself is no stranger to 
controversy. Two years ago he was 
forced to apologise for an “inappropri- 
ate verbal outburst” towards two coun- 
cil officers during a seminar. 

“Sometimes I can get frustrated and 
upset,” he said at the time. 

A Rochdale borough council spokes- 
man said: “Following an assessment of a 
complaint, an investigation is under way 
and will be dealt with through the coun- 
cil’s standards process.” 


TIM HAMMOND/MOD 


Ben Wallace, the Defence Secretary, chats with Teo Chee Hean, 
the senior minister for Singapore, and Dr Ng Eng Hen, the nation’s defence minster, at the 
20th IISS Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore, viewed as Asia’s leading summit on security. 


Foreign student curbs ‘watered down because ofmoney they bring in 


By Will Hazell 


SUELLA BRAVERMAN’S plans to cut the 
number of foreign students in the UK 
were watered down amid fears they 
would increase tuition fees for British 
students, The Sunday Telegraph can 
reveal. 

The Department for Education (DfE) 
blocked the Home Secretary’s desire for 
radical cuts by arguing that interna- 
tional students “subsidise” home fees. 

It comes as the latest published fig- 
ures show that foreign student fees 


made up 21 per cent of UK universities’ 
overall income in 2021-22. 

Last month, the Home Office 
announced new restrictions on the abil- 
ity of foreign students to bring family 
members to the UK in an effort to 
reduce annual net migration. 

From next year, only students on 
postgraduate research courses will be 
able to bring dependants. However, Mrs 
Braverman had argued for more strin- 
gent restrictions on foreign students. 

At last October’s Conservative Party 
conference, she said there were “too 


many students coming into this country 
whoare propping up, frankly, substand- 
ard courses in inadequate institutions.” 

According to a note from a Whitehall 
meeting the same month, the Home 
Secretary was said to have argued that 
because the Government had hit a tar- 
get early to get 600,000 foreign stu- 
dents coming to the UK annually, it was 
now “time to review and constrain 
numbers”. Mrs Braverman is under- 
stood to have pushed for a reduction in 
the amount of time students can remain 
in the country after their courses, while 


2lpc 


The proportion of UK universities’ 
overall income that foreign student 
fees made up in 2021-22 


the Government had also previously 
considered restricting international 
recruitment to all but elite universities. 

However, the DfE headed off the pro- 
posals by warning that a collapse in for- 


eign student numbers would require 
more taxpayers’ money going to univer- 
sities or higher tuition fees for British 
students. Since 2017, tuition fees for stu- 
dents studying in England have been fro- 
zen at £9,250, meaning their value has 
been eroded by inflation. A DfE source 
said: “Where do you think the money 
comes to subsidise these tuition fees? It’s 
from the international students.” 

They added that the department had 
“reached a good compromise” with the 
Home Office and did not expect further 
restrictions. Jamie Arrowsmith, direc- 


tor of Universities UK International, 
which represents British higher educa- 
tion institutions on the world stage, last 
month said that foreign students were 
plugging funding gaps. 

In a foreword to a report from the 
Higher Education Policy Institute think 
tank, he said they were “enabling uni- 
versities to offer a much wider range of 
courses ... and, increasingly, cross-sub- 
sidising the teaching of home under- 
graduate students, which - thanks to 
recent high inflation levels - now makes 
a loss even in England”. 
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Mayor defies Starmer on green belt housing 


Labour pair clash as Khan 
says he is committed to 
protecting land despite 
leader’s building pledge 


By Will Hazell 
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 


SADIQ KHAN and Sir Keir Starmer 
have publicly clashed over the Labour 
leader’s plan to build housing on the 
green belt. 

The Mayor of London has said he is 
“committed to protecting” the capital’s 
green belt and that even “derelict and 
unsightly” parts of it should be shielded 


from development. Sir Keir said coun- 
cils should be given the ability to build 
on certain areas of the green belt as he 
vowed that a Labour government would 
be on the side of the “builders not 
blockers”. 

“We need to have that discussion,” he 
said. “But it cannot be reduced to a sim- 
ple discussion of will you or will you not 
build on the green belt. This is why it’s 
important for local areas to have the 
power to decide where housing is going 
to be.” 

In a subsequent interview with the 
BBC, he said: “We would make those 
tough choices and say to local areas, 
notwithstanding that it’s green belt, if 
it’s a car park or similar land which 


doesn’t affect the beauty of our coun- 
tryside ... then we’ll change the plan- 
ning rules, we'll give you the powers to 
do that.” 

However, asked yesterday about the 
Mayor’s stance in light of Sir Keir’s com- 
ments, a spokesman for Mr Khan 
pointed to his London Plan, a strategy 
drawn up in 2021 to inform planning 
decisions in the capital for the next two 
decades. 

The plan is emphatic in its support 
for the green belt and appears to rule 
out Sir Keir’s proposal to build on “land 
which doesn’t affect the beauty of our 
countryside”. 

It states: “Openness and permanence 
are essential characteristics of the green 


belt, but ... some parts of the green belt 
do not provide significant benefits to 
Londoners as they have become dere- 
lict and unsightly. This is not, however, 
an acceptable reason to allow develop- 
ment to take place. 

“These derelict sites may be making 
positive contributions to biodiversity, 
flood prevention and climate resilience. 

“The Mayor will work with boroughs 
and other strategic partners to enhance 
access to the green belt and to improve 
the quality of these areas in ways that 
are appropriate within the green belt.” 

Mr Khan’s spokesman said: “The 
Mayor is committed to protecting Lon- 
don’s green belt. 

“The Mayor believes that where 


building is allowed on the green belt it 
should be very limited and the Mayor’s 
London Plan is clear that green belt 
boundaries should be changed only in 
exceptional circumstances.” 

The disagreement is the most signifi- 
cant split between the two Labour poli- 
ticians since Mr Khan said in January 
that the UK should consider rejoining 
the EU single market and customs 
union, which Sir Keir has ruled out. 

Despite Mr Khan reiterating his sup- 
port for the green belt, the Tories are 
likely to try to use Sir Keir’s policy 
against the Mayor in the run-up to next 
year’s mayoral election. 

Theresa Villiers, the former environ- 
ment secretary who is the MP for the 


London seat of Chipping Barnet, said 
Labour’s policy on the green belt was 
“another important reason for people to 
come out and vote against them in the 
suburbs in particular”. 

“The green belt has protected Lon- 
don and given it a real green lung,” she 
said. “To see that ripped up is really 
worrying.” 

She added that “reiterating strong 
support for green belt protections” 
should be “part of the platform” for 
whoever emerges as the Tories’ may- 
oral candidate. 

Andrew Boff, a London Assembly 
member who is running for the nomi- 
nation, has said that brownfield sites on 
the green belt should be protected. 
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Mounted Guards stage a rehearsal yesterday for Trooping the Colour, which will be held on June 17 and celebrates the King’s formal birthday. As part of the event, 
His Majesty will ride a horse called Noble, a seven-year-old, 16.2-hands high black mare that was gifted to him by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. 


Khan's ‘affordable’ housing includes £2,400-a-month one-bed flat 


By Will Hazell 
POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 


SADIQ KHAN’S “affordable” housing 
website is marketing one-bedroom flats 
for Londoners that cost £2,415 per 
month. 

The Mayor of London operates a 
website, Homes for Londoners, aimed 
at helping people in the capital on “low 
to middle incomes” to find an “afforda- 
ble home”. 

This includes tenancies offering 
below-market rent, which are supposed 


to help tenants save towards a deposit to 
buy their own home. 

However, among the properties 
listed on the website are one-bedroom 
flats in Nine Elms Lane, close to Batter- 
sea Power Station, with prices starting 
at £2,415 per calendar month. 

Last month, Mr Khan denounced the 
fact that the average private rentin Lon- 
don had hit “an eye-watering £2,500 a 
month” - almost the same as the Nine 
Elms Lane flats. Prices for two-bedroom 
flats in the development start at £3,010. 

According to the Mayor’s website, 


apartments in the “fabulous riverside 
location” feature “unparalleled ameni- 
ties”, including “swimming pools, sky 
lounge bars, roof terraces, gyms and 
even pet spas, offering an exceptional 
rental lifestyle”. 

The website adds that the kitchens 
“are equipped with Smeg appliances 
while bedrooms are comfortably fur- 
nished with plush carpets and built-in 
wardrobes”. 

The Conservatives have leapt on the 
news of the expensive flats to question 
Mr Khan’s housing record. Shaun Bai- 


SOpc 


The level, when compared with the 
market average, at which housing 
can be classed as affordable 


ley, the former Tory mayoral candidate 
who is the party’s housing spokesman 
in the London Assembly, said: “There is 
nothing genuine or affordable about 
Sadiq Khan’s housing policies. Not only 


is he throwing together one-bedroom 
flats in a desperate attempt to keep up 
with his targets, he is stretching the def- 
inition of affordable by marketing them 
for an eye-watering £2,415 per month. 

“The Mayor has had billions in fund- 
ing from the Government and yet he is 
failing to deliver. Londoners deserve so 
much better than this.” 

Mr Khan hit back at the criticism by 
claiming that the Nine Elms develop- 
ment was signed off by his predecessor, 
Boris Johnson, who stood down as 
mayor in 2016. A spokesman for the 


Mayor said: “These particular homes 
were approved by the previous mayor 
under his much wider definition of 
affordable housing which bench- 
marked rents at up to 80 per cent of 
market levels. 

“Sadiq ditched this definition when 
he became Mayor and after years of 
under-investment from Government, is 
extremely proud to have started a 
record-breaking 116,000 genuinely 
affordable homes, the equivalent of a 
city the size of Plymouth, despite 
unprecedented economic turbulence.” 


LTN plan that tore apart 
community is scrapped 


By Steve Bird 


A LOW traffic neighbourhood (LTN) 
plan that created “fear, suspicion and 
rage” has been scrapped after busi- 
nesses and residents “bombarded” the 
council with objection letters. 

The London Borough of Hammer- 
smith and Fulham had set up a working 
party that drew up proposals to use 
CCTV cameras to try to reduce traffic in 
an area of west London known as Brack- 
enbury Village. 

However, more than 40 business 
owners in the area wrote to the council 
saying they feared the possibility of fin- 
ing motorists from outside the area 
would scare off visitors. 

A statement from Better Bracken- 
bury, a working group set up by the 
council in 2019, showed that the plans 
divided the community. 

The volunteers drew up a report on 
ways to “reduce traffic” in a Clean Air 
Neighbourhood by using CCTV cam- 
eras that fine unauthorised motorists. 

However, public meetings about the 
proposed trial became heated as resi- 
dents and business owners expressed 
opposition. 

Astatement from the group explained 
that the plans should be “abandoned” 
after opponents “bombarded the coun- 
cil with letters of objection”. 

“This has caused a lot of misunder- 


standing, anger and division in our 
community which is very much to be 
regretted,” it said. 

The statement added: “There has 
been such a high level of misunder- 
standing and the atmosphere of fear, 
suspicion and rage created and ampli- 
fied on social media platforms like Next 
Door, that it meant it became impossi- 
ble for the council to have any form of 
reasonable discussion.” 

The group was looking to use CCTV 
cameras to identify and fine motorists 
not granted permission to enter the 
area. Opponents feared it would shift 
traffic to main roads, causing conges- 
tion and increased pollution in other 
areas. 

Aspokesman for the business owners 
who demanded the plans be dropped 
said they were “delighted” the council 
had listened to “common sense”. 

A Hammersmith and Fulham Council 
spokesman said: “We don’t do LTNs in 
Hammersmith and Fulham. We do, 
however, work with residents to set up 
independent working parties to look at 
important and complex issues. 

“The consultation undertaken by the 
working party and supported by the 
council did not work out well. There 
was an awful lot of misrepresentation 
long before the public drop-in presenta- 
tions ever began. No consultation can 
work in those circumstances.” 
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A paraglider who jumped 150ft off the 
top ofa building in Bournemouth got his canopy snagged 
on a tree and was left dangling 30ft above the ground. 


Labour charges for parking 
in new ‘war on motorcycles 


By Jack Simpson 
TRANSPORT CORRESPONDENT 


LABOUR-LED London councils have 
been accused of pursuing an “anti- 
motorcycle agenda” over plans to 
charge the vehicles for parking. 

Motorcycling campaign groups have 
attacked the moves by boroughs such as 
Hackney, Lewisham and Islington, 
which have brought in, or are bringing 
in, charges. This comes despite nearly 
all other councils in the country letting 
motorbikes park free of charge. 

In the case of Hackney, this could see 
motorcyclists being forced to pay as 
much as £2,300 across the year. 

Save London Motorcycling (SLM) 
accused the boroughs of having an 
“irrational bias” against motorcycles. 

The union GMB said it would make it 
more expensive for business and could 
push some businesses out of certain 
areas. 

Hackney has said it is bringing in the 
charges to tackle the issue of toxic air 
and encourage more people to walk and 
cycle. 

Mete Coban, Hackney council cabi- 
net member for climate change, envi- 
ronment and transport, said: “The 
principle of emissions-based charging 
is one that is helping to reduce CO2 
emissions and tackle pollution in Hack- 
ney, and that’s why it’s so important.” 


The council added it was pausing the 
implementation to listen to campaign- 
er’s concerns. 

However, the National Motorcyclists 
Council argued that the charges were 
being put in place for electric motorcy- 
cles, too, and accused the borough of 
pursuing an “anti-motorcycle agenda”. 

Craig Carey-Clinch, executive direc- 
tor at the NMC, said: “It is very disap- 
pointing that given the congestion and 
CO2 reduction benefits which come 
from motorcycle use, it is pursuing dis- 
proportionate parking charges.” 

Other authorities have brought in 
more modest charges, but campaign 
groups said that riders caught without a 
parking ticket could face fines. Motor- 
cyclists in Islington have already been 
hit with fines of up to £80. 

A source from SLM said: “We have 
been caught up in their war on anything 
with a motor and a licence due to the 
baseless prejudice of a few ill-informed 
but influential individuals in certain 
key positions. 

“Anti-motorcycle policies are an 
attack on working people. These poli- 
cies mean London is becoming the pre- 
serve of a small group of the time and 
money-rich.” 

The dispute comes as some London 
riders are preparing for new charges 
under the Mayor of London’s ultra-low 
emmissions zone expansion. 
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Musk criticises 
government unit 


that kept tabs on 
lockdown dissent 


Twitter chief brands tactic 
‘terrible’ amid calls for 
an official inquiry into 
‘shocking abuse of power’ 


By Blathnaid Corless 


ELON MUSK has criticised as “terrible” 
a secret government unit which cur- 
tailed criticism of lockdown policies, 
after its existence was revealed in The 
Telegraph. 

The Counter-Disinformation Unit 
(CDU), set up by ministers during the 
pandemic, collaborated with social 
media companies to monitor prominent 
lockdown critics and those who ques- 
tioned the mass vaccination of children. 

Mr Musk, the billionaire Twitter 
owner, yesterday posted on his own 
platform to condemn the tactic with just 
one word: “Terrible”. 

There are calls for the CDU, which 
has been described by freedom of 
speech campaigners as a “shocking 
abuse of power”, to be investigated. 

Some lockdown critics had their 
posts removed from Facebook and 
Twitter during the pandemic, with sus- 
picion is growing that the CDU flagged 
them to social media firms. 

The Government also used an artifi- 
cial intelligence firm to comb social 
media sites and alert them to discus- 
sions opposing vaccine passports. 

Silkie Carlo, the director of Big 
Brother Watch, said: “The Counter-Dis- 
information Unit should be suspended 
and subject to a full investigation. 

“The war on misinformation has 
become a blank cheque for the Govern- 
ment to monitor and control narratives 
online in a shocking abuse of power. 

Andrew Dudfield, of Full Fact, an 
independent fact-checking organisa- 
tion, said: “Bad information ruins lives. 
We saw that throughout the pandemic. 
But there are better ways to tackle it 
than censorship through internet com- 
panies. The Counter-Disinformation 
Unit needs open transparent demo- 
cratic oversight.” 

It comes as Jacob Rees-Mogg, the for- 


“BABTA 


Travel with confidence 


mer Cabinet minister, called for the 
Covid Inquiry to investigate “oppres- 
sive” government disinformation units. 

“The inquiry clearly ought to investi- 
gate the oppressive methods used to 
override dissent,” he said, adding that 
the apparent use of “underhand meth- 
ods” should not be happening. 

Prof Carl Henegan, the Oxford epide- 
miologist who has advised Boris John- 
son, and Molly Kingsley, who 
campaigned to keep schools open in the 
pandemic, were among those targeted. 

Ms Kingsley agreed that the revela- 
tions were “shocking”. She said: “The 
positions we’ve advocated - including 
saying no to school closures; only evi- 
denced-based interventions; no to mass 
medical interventions for healthy kids 
without long-term safety data - would 
all have been reasonable positions to 
take pre-2020; indeed, to argue against 
them would have been branded 


“War on misinformation 
has become a blank 
cheque to monitor and 
control narratives online’ 


extreme,” she said yesterday. The BBC 
also attended secretive meetings of a 
government policy forum to address 
the so-called disinformation, The Daily 
Telegraph revealed. 

A government spokesman said: “The 
unit’s purpose is to track narratives and 
trends using publicly available informa- 
tion online to protect public health and 
national security. It has never tracked 
the activity of individuals and has a 
blanket ban on referring journalists and 
MPs to social media platforms. 

“None of the people named in this 
report was referred to social media plat- 
forms by the Government and any claim 
otherwise is objectively false. The Rapid 
Response Unit [in the Cabinet Office], 
which closed in July 2022, tracked gov- 
ernment policies and important issues - 
not individuals.” 

ABBC spokesman said it attended the 
Counter-Disinformation Policy Forum 
in an observer-only capacity. 
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Drawing interest David Walliams, a children’s author, right, is 

selling original illustrations by Sir Quentin Blake and Tony Ross, 
including ‘Sophie and the BFG’ by Sir Quentin, above. They are 
for sale at the Chris Beetles Gallery in London until July 1. 


MoD spends 
£3m to hire 
lawyers for 
Covid Inquiry 


By Edward Malnick 
SUNDAY POLITICAL EDITOR 


THE Ministry of Defence is spending 
more than £3 million on hiring lawyers 
to help with the Government’s response 
to the official Covid Inquiry. 

The defence department is the latest 
government body to call on external 
legal advice in relation to the inquiry, 
signing a contract worth £3.4 million to 
hire Dentons, a firm of solicitors. 

Analysis of government procure- 
ment data suggest the total amount 
already committed across Whitehall 
has exceeded £120 million, with the fig- 
ure expected to increase significantly 
amid a legal stand-off between the Cab- 
inet Office and Baroness Hallett, the 
retired judge chairing the inquiry. 

The MoD’s contract is likely to fuel 
concerns about whether taxpayers’ 
money is being put to best use, particu- 
larly given the department’s wranglings 
with the Treasury for sufficient funds to 
respond to foreign threats. 

An MoD spokesman said: “This 
budget has no impact on our opera- 
tional requirements. The MoD uses 
legal services when external expertise 
is essential - which can include matters 
of national security - or provides better 
value for taxpayers’ money.” 

The Armed Forces were involved in 
many aspects of the Covid-19 response, 
from helping to set up the Nightingale 
field hospitals to testing and delivering 
supplies to NHS hospitals. 

The “framework” for the contract 
states: “Each government department 
is likely to be expected to contribute to 
the inquiry, anda number of these have 
been working with GLD [the Govern- 
ment Legal Department] to prepare for 
the work required. 

“GLD anticipates that it will need 
external law firms to provide additional 
resource and expertise to support the 
departments, and this Call Off Contract 
has been established ... to provide this 
support.” 

The Cabinet Office is seeking to bring 
ajudicial review to challenge Lady Hal- 
lett’s ruling that the Government 
should hand over WhatsApp messages 
and other records that officials insist are 
“unambiguously irrelevant”. 

The Telegraph’s Lockdown Files 
revealed that Ben Wallace, the Defence 
Secretary, had given short shrift to the 
reliance, in other quarters, on What- 
sApp to discuss policies relating to the 

Government's Covid-19 response. 
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Halfa million 
landlords face 
inheritance tax 
‘time bomb’ 


The Telegraph | CAMPAIGN 


One in five people who 
rents out property has a 
portfolio that will fall 
victim to allowance freeze 


By Lauren Almeida 


ONE in five landlords in England faces 
paying hundreds of thousands of 
pounds in death taxes because of the 
government freeze on allowance 
thresholds, analysis shows. 

More than half a million buy-to-let 
investors have a portfolio that exceeds 
the Government’s inheritance tax 
threshold, according to estimates from 
accountants RSM, with “accidental” 
landlords particularly at risk. 

Chris Etherington, of RSM, said: 


£173,200 


The average estimated inheritance tax bill 
for a single landlord in London witha 
£410k portfolio and a £523k home 


“There is a ticking tax time bomb wait- 
ing for the next generation and there is 
little they can do about it. Thousands of 
families will not be able to meet a 40 per 
cent liability without selling up.” 

The Telegraph is campaigning to 
scrap the divisive 40 per cent death 
duty, and more than 50 MPs have so far 
backed the move. 

The widely unpopular levy is 
charged at 40 per cent on wealth over 
the £325,000 threshold, which has 
been frozen since 2009. 

James Wood, of the National Resi- 
dential Landlords Association, said a ris- 
ing number of buy-to-let investors 
risked being caught out. 

“It is another way in which the cur- 
rent tax regime is just not suitable for 
landlords,” he said. Inheritance tax is 
going to hit accidental landlords par- 
ticularly hard - for example, people 


who have moved in with a partner and 
kept their previous home are unlikely to 
be aware of the implications of renting 
their property and the huge tax bills it 
could attract.” 

A single landlord living in London 
with an average portfolio of £410,000 
and a main residence worth an average 
of £523,000 faces a potential inherit- 
ance tax of £173,200, according to cal- 
culations by wealth manager Charles 
Stanley. This excludes any other cash, 
investments and business interests. 

Mr Wood added that a rising number 
of landlords were being pushed to 
incorporate as a limited company to 
reduce their inheritance tax bill. “[But 
that] is not an option for smaller land- 
lords,” said Mr Etherington. “Over the 
past decade we have had smaller land- 
lords being deterred from the market. 
Now they are also facing the inherit- 
ance tax issue on top of everything else.” 

He added that if landlords at risk of 
triggering inheritance tax sold just one 
property to settle the bill, it could wipe 
out at least a tenth of the number of 
rental properties on the market, putting 
more upward pressure on prices. 

Isobel Greenshields, an 80-year-old 
landlord from Essex, said she felt forced 
to transfer her property to her grand- 
daughter much earlier than expected in 
order to avoid a big inheritance tax bill. 
“You’re making judgments - often bad 
judgments - because of these inherit- 
ance taxes,” she said. 

More than 15 years ago, the then 
shadow chancellor George Osborne 
pledged to raise the inheritance tax 
threshold to £1 million. 

However,it has remained at £325,000 
for more than a decade and Jeremy 
Hunt has now frozen it until 2028. 
The proportion of families paying the 
levy has doubled since the freeze. 

A spokesman for the Treasury said: 
“Over 93 per cent of estates won’t pay 
any inheritance tax - with only the very 
wealthiest paying more than £7billiona 
year to help fund public services. 

“Landlords will pay less tax thanks to 
our cuts to stamp duty, and can claim 
tax relief on financing their property 
purchase and day-to-day costs.” 


ROBERT PERRY/PA WIRE 


Pollok, Glasgow, yesterday as he attempts to win support among voters for his vision of an independent nation. 


Humza Yousaf, the First Minister of Scotland, tries his hand at hedge trimming during campaigning in 


Readers back scrapping IHT ‘Why should my children be charged for money I've already paid tax on?’ 


The Telegraph 
has launched a 
campaign to scrap 
inheritance tax, 
backed by dozens 
of Conservative 
MPs. Our readers 
have voiced their 
support, sharing 
their stories about 
how inheritance 
tax has affected 
them. Here’s what 
they told us. 


Derek Bates, 88, 
New Forest 
Mr Bates, right, 
is doing all he can 
to reduce the 
inheritance tax 
bill his children 
will have to pay. 
He has put 
some of his estate 
into shares on the 
Alternative 
Investment 
Market, which 


qualify for 
inheritance tax 
relief. But he fears 
this might not be 
enough to escape 
the 40 per cent 


charge. “Why 
should my 
children have to 
pay inheritance 
taxin such 
excessive 
amounts, on 
money I have 
already paid tax 
on?” he said. 
“Even if the 
Government just 
reduced the rate 
to10 per cent or 5 


per cent, it would 
be more 
tolerable.” 


Ted Franke, 67, 
Bucks 
Mr Franke, an 
entrepreneur, 
said death duties 
punish savers and 
business owners. 
“It would pain 
me to know that 
the business I 


have built from 
nothing would 
need to be broken 
up to pay death 
duties,” he said. 
“Those left 
behind will face 
the dilemma of 
trying to salvage 
something.” 


Richard 
Stanmore, 61, 
Anglesey 


Mr Stanmore has 
been working 
since he was 15, 
building his 
wealth from 
nothing by 
working as a 
salesman. He 
fears more 
ordinary people 
are falling foul of 
the tax, which 
raised £7.1billion 
for the Treasury 


in the last tax year. 
He said: “I’ve 
worked my whole 
life and paid taxes. 
But when I die, 
the Government 
is going to have its 
handin my 
money again. 

It’s [the tax] not 
supposed to affect 
the normal 
working man on 
the street.” 


bp’s wider transformation is underway. Whilst today we're mostly in oil & gas, we've increased global investment 
into our lower carbon & other transition businesses from around 3% in 2019 to around 30% last year. 
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Much ado over mega-jail in Shakespeare country 


Planned prison will blight 
scenery and have no staff, 
say residents in David and 
Goliath fight with MoJ 


By Charles Hymas HOME AFFAIRS 
EDITOR and Danny Shaw 


VILLAGERS in Shakespeare country 
are facing a David and Goliath battle 
with the Ministry of Justice (MoJ) to 
stop a mega-prison on their doorstep. 
Already blighted by HS2 carving its 
way through the Vale of Aylesbury, res- 
idents in Grendon Underwood and Edg- 
cott in Buckinghamshire are now 
preparing for the final round in their 
battle against the MoJ’s plans for a hill- 
top jail holding 1,440 male prisoners. 
The villages, which are recorded in 
the Domesday Book of 1086, have 
stepped up their campaign, saying a 
four-storey prison would jeopardise 
their heritage and struggle to find staff 
in an affluent, low-employment area 
that lacks the transport links for 
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inmates’ families to visit. They are led 
by Edgcott resident Daniel Hayes, who 
is well-qualified for the role: he worked 
for 28 years in the criminal justice sys- 
tem, first in the prison service, then 
managing offenders and as a consultant 
in designing jails. 

“I know this is strategically the 
wrong place to put a prison of this size 
and mass,” said Mr Hayes, whose exper- 
tise was so valued at the public inquiry 
into the plans that the local council’s 
barrister asked him to help cross-exam- 
ine the MoJ witnesses. “It was definitely 
David vs Goliath,” he added. 

So important is this battle that 
Michael Gove, the Levelling up Secre- 
tary, has called in the planning applica- 
tion which was rejected by the local 
Tory-controlled Buckinghamshire 
council and appealed by the MoJ, spark- 
ing a public inquiry. Such a move is only 
taken where the decision is of national 
significance. The new Buckingham- 
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The prison would be visible above the 
treeline in Edgcott, top; activists, above 


shire jail is part of a proposed £4 billion 
prison-building programme to house 
the surge in inmates forecast in the next 
decade. 

Longer sentences and an extra 
20,000 police officers on the streets are 


expected to lead to some 15,000 more 
offenders in custody. 

The problem for the MoJ is that three 
of their prime sites, including Bucking- 
hamshire, are all subject to planning 
appeals and furious local opposition. A 
fourth brownfield site at RAF Wethers- 
field in Essex - for a proposed 
3,430-inmate jail - has been snapped up 


by the Home Office for asylum seekers. 
By calling in the plan, Mr Gove could 
overrule the inquiry inspectors and 
give the go ahead even if they back the 
villagers. 

The MoJ says the prison will create 
600 new jobs -on top of hundreds more 
during construction - and be environ- 
mentally sensitive, with landscaping to 
retain the site’s rich heritage and biodi- 
versity. 

That is not how the villagers see it 
after fighting and losing battles over 
HS2 and a huge new incinerator plant. 
“The MoJ’s response has been that you 
have already got an HS2 depot a few 
miles away, you have a new incinerator 
nearby, you are basically blighted, what 
difference does it make anyway,” said 
Mr Hayes. 

Villagers say the project will carve 
through the undulating ridge and fur- 
rows on the hillside, an ancient feature 
of medieval farming that could be lost 


forever. No doubt it inspired William 
Shakespeare. Grendon Underwood is 
the only place apart from London and 
Stratford where there is evidence that 
the playwright was a regular visitor. 

Tucked into the Vale is Shakespeare 
House, which sits near such English 
heritage sites as the 12th century church 
of St Michael’s. 

More recently Grendon Hall, a grade 
II listed building in the grounds of the 
proposed prison, was a Second World 
War centre for the Special Operations 
Executive and MI6. 

Villagers say a four-storey prison 
comprising six cell blocks is out of sync 
with the landscape. With his prison 
expertise, Mr Hayes said that staffing a 
mega jail there would be impossible 
given the lack of available workers. 

There are 10 jails within a 40-mile 
radius with a significant number 
already facing chronic staff shortages, 
leading to inmates being locked up for 


up to 23 hours a day. The proposed jail is 
nine miles from the nearest train station 
in Bicester, although the number 16 bus 
to Marsh Gibbon does stop outside the 
site. This, said Mr Hayes, would deprive 
families of inmates of easy transport 
links, raising tensions within the prison 
over lack of contact. 

The reason he suspects it has been 
chosen is because the land is already 
owned by the MoJ, with two low-rise 
small specialist prisons on the site. It is 
also greenfield, which, unlike brown- 
field, can be built on straight away with- 
out any clean-up costs. 

“It’s like the MoJ has an unwritten 
policy to only build on land they own as 
it is quicker and easier,” said Mr Hayes. 

The MoJ said it could not comment 
while the appeal process was underway. 
And so, the fate of its prison programme 
and the Domesday villagers is in the 
hands of Mr Gove, with a decision 
expected in weeks. 
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GP ‘fobbed 
off cancer 
sufferer by 
telling her it 
was anorexia 


Patient needed 

emergency surgery 
as red flags ignored, 
health inquiry finds 


By Max Stephens 


A WOMAN was forced to 
undergo emergency surgery 
after GPs failed to spot “red 
flag” colon cancer symptoms 
for more than a year, with 
one suggesting she had 
anorexia. 

Charlie Puplett, 45, had 
raised concerns with her sur- 
gery in Yeovil, Somerset, in 
May 2019 about unexplained 
weight loss, lack of appetite, 
change in bowel habits, a 
tender abdomen and stom- 
ach pain and bloating. 

However, the GP practice 
did not carry out any tests for 
colon cancer, an investiga- 
tion by the Parliamentary 
and Health Service Ombuds- 
man (PHSO) has found. 

Ms Puplett claimed she 
was repeatedly “fobbed off” 
by doctors, who told her she 
had anorexia. 

The following April, dur- 
ing a Clap for Carers outside 
her home, she began vomit- 
ing blood and faeces. 

Paramedics rushed her to 
Yeovil Hospital where she 
was diagnosed with colon 
cancer and underwent an 
emergency operation to 
remove two-thirds of her 
colon and a tumour. She also 
needed a stoma, an opening 
on the abdomen that allows 
waste to be diverted out of 
the body into a bag. 

The PHSO said the symp- 
toms “should have been red 
flags leading to urgent 
attention”. Statistics from 
Cancer Research UK show 
bowel cancer is the 3rd most 
common cancer for women, 
with 19,000 new cases every 
year. Ms Puplett, a risk man- 
agement controller, said the 
ordeal has left her with PTSD. 

She said: “I kept going 
back to the practice and they 
just fobbed me off. They 
didn’t listen to me at all. Isaw 


a different doctor each time, 
one of whom suggested I had 
anorexia and was in denial. 

“Tt all came to a head one 
evening when, after standing 
outside clapping for the NHS 
workers, I vomited blood and 
faeces. I was taken to A and E 
and diagnosed with colon 
cancer. I was very frightened 
and just kept saying ‘no, it 
can’t be? 

Ms Puplett, whose cancer 
is now in remission, com- 
plained to the PHSO, a public 
body that investigates com- 
plaints about the NHS that 
cannot be resolved within 
the organisation involved. 

The investigation, which 
included seeking advice 
from an independent GP, 
found that staff at the prac- 
tice should have suspected 
cancer and referred her for 
tests within two weeks. 

If Ms Puplett had been 
referred in time, she would 


Charlie Puplett 
went to her 
surgery with 
/? symptoms of 
colon cancer, 


but no tests 
were done 


have had a planned keyhole 
procedure, rather than 
emergency surgery and a 
stoma, the investigation 
found. She also would not 
have needed surgery a year 
later to remove the stoma. 

The practice was recom- 
mended to pay Ms Puplett 
£2,950 for its failures and put 
in place an action plan to pre- 
vent this from happening in 
the future. Ms Puplett 
said: “I’ve got a second 
chance, but it’s had a huge 
effect on my life.” 

Rob Behrens, of the PHSO, 
said: “We cannot change 
what happened but it’s 
important that when 
mistakes are made, organisa- 
tions acknowledge what has 
happened and commit 
to learning from these mis- 
takes to prevent it from hap- 
pening again.” 


Drug cocktail 
offers hope for 
ovarian disease 


By Joe Pinkstone 
SCIENCE CORRESPONDENT 
in Chicago 


A COCKTAIL of two drugs 
could offer twice as many 
women suffering with a rare 
form of ovarian cancer hope 
of treatment, according toa 
study. 

Currently, only 26 per cent 
of women diagnosed with 
low-grade serous ovarian 
cancer (LGSOC) will respond 
to the best available treat- 
ment. 

However, a study from 
Royal Marsden Hospital’s 
cancer experts has found 
that a course of two drugs 
together has a response rate 
of 45 per cent. It is hoped 
that the discovery will dou- 
ble the number of patients 
who can be treated for the 
disease. 

LGSOC is an uncommon 
form of the condition and 
makes up about one in ten of 
all ovarian cancer cases. 

About 700 women will be 
diagnosed with LGSOC every 
year in the UK and it is more 
likely to affect younger 
women than other forms of 
ovarian cancer. 

The global study, pre- 
sented this week at the 


American Society of Clinical 
Oncology annual conference 
in Chicago, had three parts 
and involved 121 patients. A 
total of 59 were enrolled in 
the branch of the phase two 
clinical trial dedicated to 
assessing the drug cocktail’s 
effectiveness, with 29 getting 
the experimental pairing. 

The new treatment 
involves administering avu- 
tometinib and defactinib, 
both of which are designed to 
stop cancer cells growing. 
However, avutometinib has 
previously been shown to 
have a success rate on its own 
of just 10 per cent as the can- 
cer evolves resistance and 
circumvents the drug. 

However, pairing it with 
defactinib, which is known 
to stop cancers from gaining 
such resistance, was four 
times as effective as avu- 
tometinib alone, and twice as 
effective as the current best 
treatment option, a drug 
called trametinib. 

Six in ten patients on the 
drug who also have a muta- 
tion in a gene called KRAS 
responded to the drug dyad. 
Three in ten of those without 
the mutation also had tumour 
shrinkage, an improvement 
on existing options. 


Patient’s tale ‘T thought I had no options’ 


Christine Cull, 71, from 
Coventry was diagnosed 
with LGSOC in 2009 and 
found her cancer returned 
in 2014. 

Ms Cull enrolled in the 
clinical trial at the Royal 
Marsden in 2020 and has 
been receiving the novel 
“drug cocktail” ever since 
after other therapies, 
including chemotherapy, 
were ineffective. Her latest 


test results showed she was 
cancer free. 

“The Royal Marsden 
means so much to me,” she 
said. 

“The hospital gave me and 
my family hope when I 
thought my options were 
exhausted and, because of 
this trial, I’m able to live my 
life with my husband, three 
children and three 
grandchildren.” 


CHARLOTTE GRAHAM FOR THE TELEGRAPH 


We have 


Garden gathering 
Tibetan monks in 
the Himalayan 
Garden at 
Harewood House, 
Leeds, yesterday. 
They were invited 
by Lord Harewood, 
a practising 
Buddhist. 


something 
important 


we'd like 
to share. 
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British Council put safety | 
of teachers abroad ‘at risk’ 


Participants walk out of 
‘chaotic’ programme over 
alleged unliveable salaries 
and lack of support 


By Matthew Robinson 


IT WAS traditionally a beacon of global 
influence, central to Britain’s post-colo- 
nial soft power strategy. 

But in recent years, the British Coun- 
cil has been beset by crises, from post- 
Covid financial struggles to a decision 
in 2021 to strip it of its role in running 
the post-Brexit replacement for the 
Erasmus student exchange scheme. 

Now, language teachers on the coun- 
cil’s programme in Mexico say their 
placements have been beset by chaos 
and their safety put at risk. 

Participants reported having to quit 
after just three months because of 
“unliveable” salaries. 

Of the 1] participants who started in 
September, at least five have resigned. 

Dr Olivia Arigho-Stiles, an academic 
in Latin American studies who quit 
after three months, said she felt “hugely 
betrayed”. “I feel profoundly misled, 
and it seems appalling to me that they 


would send us halfway around the 
world, in a country with a high crime 
rate, and expect us to live on such low 
wages,” she told The Sunday Telegraph. 

She said the monthly salary of 8,000 
pesos (about £366) put the teachers’ 
safety “at risk”. She was followed while 
walking home late at night to save 
money on a taxi. Another teacher con- 
sidered renting an apartment in an 
“extremely dangerous” neighbourhood 
of Mexico City, and a third was locked 
inside a local taxi and asked for a higher 
fare after trying to save money by avoid- 
ing more expensive transport. 

“There are high levels of violent 
crime in parts of the city, and in failing 
to pay us properly, the British Council 
put us at risk,” said Dr Arigho-Stiles. 

Participants in an equivalent US pro- 
gramme were paid 14,000 pesos (£640), 
and the salary of a Mexican teacher is 
17,000 pesos (£777) at the lowest range. 

The teachers also reported receiving 
their first grant instalment 11 weeks late 
because of delays after Mexico pulled its 
funding at the last minute. 

Their visas were sponsored by the 
Mexican education authority, which 
stopped them taking on additional work 
to supplement their income. This left 
them resorting to finding international 
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work online or raiding their savings. 
Elle Simpson, another teacher on the 
programme, said the low salary and 
delays made it “impossible to survive, 
never mind live comfortably”. Her sal- 
ary equated to £6.91 per hour, a third 
below UK minimum wage. 

“British Council’s incompetence 
placed some participants in vulnerable 
positions of having to borrow money or 
withhold rent from landlords,” she said. 

Dr Arigho-Stiles said the programme 
was “totally chaotic from start to end”. 
The teachers reported receiving no 
induction in Mexico, no support with 
housing and little support with visas. 

A British Council spokesman said: 
“We provide comprehensive briefings 
and guidance prior to departure and 
access to a dedicated support team 
throughout the programme. 


ments are not determined by the British 3 
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By Sunday Telegraph 
Reporters 


AN ORGANISED crime boss 
who had been on the run 
since 2018 has been jailed 
after being extradited to the 
UK from Thailand. 

Richard Wakeling, 55, 
from Brentwood, Essex, 
arrived back in the country 
on Thursday evening and 
appeared at Chelmsford 
Crown Court on Friday after- 
noon, the National Crime 
Agency (NCA) said, adding 
that he was immediately 
jailed for 11 years after being 
convicted in his absence. 

The NCA said Wakeling 
was found guilty of trying to 
import £8 million worth of 
amphetamine suspended in 
liquid in 2016, but fled the 
UK on the eve of his trial in 
2018. 

He was escorted back to 
Heathrow by specialist offic- 
ers from the Joint Interna- 
tional Crime Centre’s 
extradition unit. 

The NCA said that in Feb- 
ruary 2023 officers from the 
Royal Thai Police arrested 
Wakeling at a Bangkok 
garage as he went to collect 
his car after repair. 

At the time of his arrest, he 
was in possession of a pass- 
port in another identity. 

The NCA began its investi- 
gation into Wakeling’s organ- 
ised crime group after 
Border Force officers 
stopped a lorry boarding a 
Channel Tunnel train on 
April 9, 2016. 


Drugs boss in 
jail after five 
years as fugitive 


The lorry contained plastic 
drums carrying the drugs. 

The driver was transport- 
ing furniture from Italy but 
stopped at Ternat in Bel- 
gium, where phone evidence 
showed he was directed to 
collect the drugs. 

The NCA said the entire 
importation was set up by 
Wakeling, who was in con- 
tact with drug suppliers in 
the Netherlands and liaised 
with two other UK offenders 
to arrange the journey. 

Officers proved the crime 
group had organised six 


E Richard 
Wakeling fled 
Britain on the 
eve of his trial 
for importing 
jå £8m worth of 
amphetamine 


other importations before 
the 2016 seizure. 

Jacque Beer, NCA regional 
head of investigations, said: 
“Richard Wakeling thought 
he could avoid facing justice 
by leaving the UK. 

“The hard work of NCA 
officers, both here in the UK 
and overseas, and that of our 
international partners has 
put him behind bars for a 
lengthy prison sentence. 

“This highlights that we 
will do everything we can to 
ensure those who commit 
serious and organised crime 
are held accountable for their 
actions, no matter how long 
it takes or how far they flee.” 
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By Will Bolton 


A WOMAN in her 70s has 
died after being attacked by a 
dog ona street ina Warwick- 
shire market town. 

The pensioner died in 
Kathleen Avenue, Bedworth, 
following the incident, 
which took place shortly 
before 4pm on Friday. 

Aman, 52, and a woman, 
49, have been arrested on 
suspicion of owning a 
banned breed of dog and 
having a dog dangerously out 
of control. 

It is understood the two 
owners were known to the 
victim. The dog has been 
seized and poses no ongoing 
risk to the community, War- 
wickshire police said. 

The arrested woman was 
taken to hospital and treated 
for an injury caused by the 
dog. Her injury is not thought 
to be life-threatening. 

The man has been released 
on police bail while inquiries 
continue. 

Supt Sutherland Lane said: 
“This was a tragic isolated 
incident, anda full investiga- 
tion is now underway to 
establish the circumstances 
surrounding it. 

“Thankfully dog attacks of 
this nature are exceedingly 
rare, but I recognise this will 
be deeply upsetting for the 
local community. 

“The public can expect to 
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Two arrested after 
dog mauls pensioner 
to death on street 


see a heightened police pres- 
ence in and around the area 
while we conduct our inquir- 
ies.” 

By law, the owners of dogs 
that kill someone may be 
jailed for up to 14 years or 
face an unlimited fine or 
both. Owners of dogs that 
injure someone may be sent 
to prison for up to five years 
or fined or both. 

Anyone convicted of hav- 
ing a dog “dangerously out of 
control” may face an unlim- 
ited fine or be jailed for up to 
six months, or both. 

The number of injuries 
from dog bites has been 
increasing in recent years. 

Between 1998 and 2018, 
hospital admissions for dog- 
related injuries doubled in 
England to 8,000 a year. 

Last year was the worst on 
record for dog-related deaths 
- nine in England and Wales. 
Between 2001 and 2021, the 
average was 3.3 a year. 

Last week, a former rugby 
league player was sentenced 
to 16 weeks jail suspended for 
12 months after his Border 
Collie sheepdog attacked a 
dog walker. 

Andy Gregory, a former 
Wigan scrum-half, admitted 
having a dangerous dog out 
of control. He was also 
ordered to pay £1,000 com- 
pensation and he must now 
walk his dog with a lead and 
muzzle. 
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Hillsborough 
shirt leads to 
FA Cup arrest 


By Sunday Telegraph 
Reporter 


A MAN wasarrested at the FA 
Cup final at Wembley yester- 
day after a picture emerged 
of a football fan wearing ajer- 
sey that appeared to mock 
the Hillsborough disaster. 
The Metropolitan Police 
Events Twitter account 
retweeted a picture of aman 
ina Manchester United shirt 
bearing the number 97 and 
the words “Not Enough”. 
Officers wrote: “We are 
aware of this and have 
worked proactively with offi- 
cials at @wembleystadium to 
identify the individual. He 
has been arrested on suspi- 
cion ofa public order offence 
and taken into custody.” 
Ninety-seven football fans 
died as a result of a crush at a 
match between Liverpool 
and Nottingham Forest at 
Hillsborough Stadium in 
Sheffield on April 15 1989. 
They were unlawfully 
killed amid a number of 
police errors, an inquest jury 
ruled in 2016. 
Manchester City beat 
Manchester United 2-1 to win 
the Cup yesterday. 
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Guy’s best friend 
George, one of five 
lurcher crosses, is 
stroked by owner Guy 
Edwards at Dogstival 
on the Broadlands 
Estate in Romsey, 
Hants. The event 
has welcomed up to 
10,000 owners and 
continues today. 


Civil servants 
bag £1.4m in 
gift vouchers 
as unoflicial 
bonuses 


Reward scheme 
went on for years 
until The Telegraph 
found out about it 


By Joe Pinkstone 
SCIENCE CORRESPONDENT 


CIVIL servants have given 
themselves shopping vouch- 
ers worth almost £1.4million 
as a reward for good perfor- 
mance, a Sunday Telegraph 
investigation has found. 

The Department for Busi- 
ness, Energy & Industrial 
Strategy (BEIS) spent 
£1,385,035.91 of taxpayer’s 
money on Love2Shop vouch- 
ers between September 2018 
and Dec 312022. 

Senior civil servants at 
BEIS spent the money on 
more than 350 separate 
transactions, with the largest 
individual purchase being 
almost £29,000 worth of 
vouchers on Feb 1 2019. 

Any purchases of more 
than £500 on the depart- 


£77k 


The amount the BEIS spent 
on Love2Shop vouchers 
in March last year alone 


ment’s card must be reported 
for transparency purposes, 
and some government 
departments describe the 
reason for each purchase, 
but no such information is 
provided by BEIS. 

It is understood that junior 
civil servants within the 
department received the 
vouchers of either £25, £50, 
£75 or £100 after being nom- 
inated for good work, and 
these were signed off by a 
senior colleague. 

The department, which 
was disbanded in February 
as part of a reorganisation by 
Rishi Sunak, had almost 
6,000 staff in its core depart- 
ment. If every staff member 
received an equal share of 


the spending, that would 
equate to £237.57 each. “The 
vouchers are BEIS’s method 
of rewarding high perfor- 
mance,” the department said 
in response to a Freedom of 
Information request. The 
unofficial bonus scheme 
went on for four years until 
The Telegraph uncovered it. 

The final purchases from 
Park Retail Ltd, Love2Shop’s 
parent company, are 
recorded on Oct 26 2020, the 
day after a Freedom of Infor- 
mation request was received 
by the Government. 

BEIS spent £2.5 million in 
total on departmental credit 
cards between April 2018 and 
December 2022, with more 
than half of that going on 
Love2Shop vouchers. 

The most expensive 
month for vouchers was 
March 2022, when Kwasi 
Kwarteng was minister for 
business, with more than 
£77,000 spent on vouchers 
in 26 different transactions. 

The total expenditure on 
shopping coupons in the first 
five months of last year was 
more than the annual salary 
of BEIS’s then top-earning 
civil servant, Sir Patrick Val- 
lance, the Government Chief 
Scientific Adviser. 

Sir Patrick’s salary is listed 
as between £185,000 and 
£189,999, while in January to 
May last year BEIS spent 
£193,394.46 on vouchers. 

Monthly spending on the 
vouchers, which can be 
redeemed at a wide variety of 
outlets, exceeded the 
£34,000 estimated average 
annual salary of an NHS 
nurse on 1l occasions. 

A BEIS spokesman said: 
“This expenditure is fully in 
line with long-standing 
arrangements in the Civil 
Service for rewarding and 
recognising good perfor- 
mance from staff.” 

John O’Connell, chief 
executive of the TaxPayers’ 
Alliance, said: “Incentives for 
hard work and achievement 
are all well and good, but top 
brass have to remember the 
families picking up the tab.” 


Hottest day of the 
year could reach 26C 


By Sunday Telegraph 
Reporters 


TODAY could be the hottest 
day of the year so far with 
temperatures potentially 
reaching 26C. 

The highest temperature 
in the UK so far this year was 
25.1C in Porthmadog, south 
Wales, on Tuesday and fore- 
casters believe there is a 
small chance that could be 
surpassed. 

The dry weather is also 
expected to continue into 
next week. Yesterday, a UK 


high of 23.9C was recorded in 
Porthmadog, Gwynedd, and 
temperatures are expected to 
be slightly in the town higher 
today. 

Rachel Ayers, a Met Office 
meteorologist, said people 
can expect 24C or 25C in the 
warmer spots and there was a 
low chance of 26C being 
recorded. 

“We'd be looking at that 
somewhere in the west, 
probably similar kind of 
areas, parts of Wales, maybe 
south-west England,” Ms 
Ayers said. 
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Police raids 
bring climate 


roadblocks to 
a halt in Berlin 


By Jorg Luyken in Berlin 


A POLICE crackdown has stopped Ber- 
lin’s climate protesters in their tracks, 
with no street blockades affecting the 
German capital since nationwide raids 
targeted the Letzte Generation group 
last month. 

Since late April, the group, using sim- 
ilar tactics to Just Stop Oil in the UK, had 
blockaded major streets in Berlin and 
pledged to continue until the govern- 
ment met their demands. 

Data shared by Berlin police with The 
Sunday Telegraph showed officers had 
to deal with more than 50 separate 
blockades in the week before the raids. 
On May 19 alone, officers were called 
out to 17 incidents in which activists had 
either glued themselves to the tarmac 
or had locked their arms to car wheels. 

Activists filmed the reactions of furi- 
ous drivers, some of whom attempted to 
drag them from the street, and posted 
the footage to social media. 

But since May 24, when police raided 
15 properties across the country and 
froze the group’s bank account, not a 
single illegal blockade has taken place 
on the capital’s streets. 

“What we have seen is ‘slow walks’, 
legally registered protests where dem- 
onstrators slowly cross the street,” a 
police spokesman said, warning that it 
was “too early” to say if the blockades 
had disappeared for good. 

The raids were ordered by prosecu- 
tors in Munich who suspect Letzte Gen- 
eration is a criminal organisation. 

As part of the crackdown, prosecu- 
tors froze three bank accounts that are 
believed to have held at least €100,000 
in donations. They also took down the 
group’s website. 

The donations are critical to the pro- 
tests as they are used to pay travel fees, 
help activists cover police fines, and 
even pay small monthly stipends. 

Nancy Faeser, the German interior 
minister, said the raids showed “the 
state isn’t prepared to be made a fool 
of”. “Police registered more than 1,600 
crimes by Letzte Generation last year 
alone, most of which were street block- 
ades,” she said, adding that the group 
had “crossed a red line”. 

Rights groups say they are worried 
about the consequences for a protest 


form that has been largely peaceful. 
“The persecution of the Letzte Genera- 
tion has reached a new level of escala- 
tion,” Amnesty International wrote on 
Twitter. 

The group added that the investiga- 
tion would have “a chilling effect on 
other climate activists who may now be 
too scared to exercise their right to free- 
dom of assembly”. 

Antonio Guterres, the UN secretary 
general, also got involved, saying cli- 
mate activists “need to be protected and 
we need them now more than ever”. 

The Letzte Generation leadership, 
many of whom are young students, 
have clearly been affected by the police 
action. Carla Hinrichs, a group spokes- 
man and one of those whose homes 
were raided, described being woken up 
by a police officer pointing a gun at her. 

“They took everything that I use in 
my daily life, it was scary, they tried to 
scare me,” she recounted in a video 
posted to Twitter. Berlin police are now 


“What we see instead is 
slow walks, registered 
protests, where they walk 
across the road slowly’ 


investigating her claim. Mr Hinrichs, 
who was sentenced to three years on 
probation this week in a trial in Frank- 
furt, turned down a request for an inter- 
view. 

But activists remain defiant, asserting 
that the timing of the police raids has 
nothing to do with the fact that they 
have stopped blockading the streets. 

“It was always our intention to take a 
break at the end of May,” Arne Springo- 
rum, one of the group’s most engaged 
activists, said. 

Far from being a defeat, he insisted, 
the raids came “at the perfect time... just 
as we were running out of energy. 
They’ve given us a huge boost”. 

The number of volunteers has shot 
up since the raids, he claimed, while the 
group has already started gathering 
donations in a new bank account 

“In September we will be back in Ber- 
lin with five times as many people, and 
because it worked so well, of course we 
will use street blockades again,” he said. 
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A beekeeper 

X protests outside 
the agriculture 
ministry in Madrid 
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‘Honey laundering’ is ruining us, warn Spain’s beekeepers 


By James Badcock in Durón 


SPANISH honey producers are demand- 
ing the EU change its labelling laws to 
stop the industry from collapsing 
because of cheap imports from China. 
Low-cost products from overseas, 
half of which are marketed fraudulently 
as pure honey because they are adulter- 
ated with sugar syrups, have added to 
problems faced by Spanish beekeepers. 
They say they will be driven out of 
business if no action is taken to defend 


Irish farmers revolt over plan for 
cattle cull to meet green target 


By Jessica Abrahams 


IRISH farmers are rebelling against a 
proposal to cull tens of thousands of cat- 
tle a year to help Ireland meet its cli- 
mate change targets. 

The Irish government wants to 
reduce emissions from farming by a 
quarter by 2030. Media reports last 
week suggested that one option being 
considered was to reduce the national 
dairy herd by 10 per cent - meaning a 
cull of 65,000 cows a year for three 
years, at a cost of €200 million (£170 mil- 
lion) annually. 

One Irish politician described the 
plan as “absolute madness” and there 
are warnings that some farmers will 
refuse, and others will leave the sector, 
if an order is introduced. 

The Irish government says that no 
final policy decision has been taken and 


65,000 


Number of cows that would be 
slaughtered each year for three years 
under a plan being considered in Ireland 


that any cull would be voluntary as part 
ofa “retirement exit scheme” for farm- 
ers. 

But some farmers fear it will not be 
possible to meet the targets with only a 
voluntary cull. Tim Cullinan, president 
of the Irish Farmers’ Association, 
warned that beef and dairy production 
would simply shift to other countries if 
a limit was introduced in Ireland, 
undermining the attempted emissions 
savings. 

“Reports like this only serve to fur- 


ther fuel the view that the government 
is working behind the scenes to under- 
mine our dairy and livestock sectors,” 
he said. “While there may well be some 
farmers who wish to exit the sector, we 
should all be focusing on providing a 
pathway for the next generation to get 
into farming”. 

Pat McCormack, president of the 
Irish Creamery Milk Suppliers Associa- 
tion, said it was “frustrating” that the 
industry was being targeted. 

“We're the one industry with a signif- 
icant roadmap, and, to be quite honest 
with you, our herd isn’t any larger than 
it was 25 to 30 years ago,” he said. “Can 
the same be said for the transport indus- 
try, can the same be said for the aviation 
industry?” 

If there is to be a cull, he said, “it 
needs to be a voluntary scheme. That’s 
absolutely critical”. 
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Handle with care A two-week-old puma cub - one ofa 
pair found abandoned in the Colombian jungle — is looked 
after at its new home at the La Aupana reserve. 


German ex-pilots 
‘may leak secrets’ 
to Chinese trainees 


By Our Foreign Staff 


GERMANY has asked China to stop 
recruiting former Luftwaffe pilots to 
train its air force, fearing they could 
reveal Nato secrets. 

Boris Pistorius, Berlin’s defence min- 
ister, issued the warning to Li Shangfu, 
his Chinese counterpart, on the mar- 
gins of a defence and security confer- 
ence in Singapore yesterday. 

He said after the meeting: “I raised 
the question of German air force pilots 
who have apparently been recruited to 
train [Chinese] pilots. 

“I indicated clearly that I expected 
this practice to cease immediately and 
told him he probably wouldn’t be very 
pleased either if I tried to do the same 
thing” 

Mr Li “didn’t deny it but downplayed 
its importance”, he continued. 

German media said the former air 
force pilots were apparently paid via 
shell companies in the Seychelles. 

The head of the parliamentary com- 
mittee overseeing the German secret 
services, said: “We are worried that mil- 
itary personnel who have previously 
worked for the German state could be in 
jobs that could lead them to betray state 
secrets.” 

The German pilots in question flew 
Eurofighter fighter jets and took part in 
Nato exercises. 


an industry that provides crucial polli- 
nation for the agricultural sector. 

“Chinese honey doesn’t pollinate 
plants in Spain,” said José Luis Delgado, 
a beekeeper from Durón in Guadalajara 
province. 

COAG, Spain’s agricultural union, 
and other beekeeping associations are 
demanding a change in EU labelling 
rules on blended honeys. 

There is currently no obligation to 
state what proportion of a honey comes 
from any country, meaning a product 


can appear half-Spanish although as lit- 
tle as 1 per cent of it could be from Spain. 

Four out of every five jars of honey 
now sold in the EU are of the blended 
variety, and many member countries 
are calling for Brussels to crack down 
on so-called “honey laundering”. 

Spain is Europe’s biggest honey pro- 
ducer with more than three million bee 
hives, but the industry is reeling from 
the triple threat of drought, disease 
borne by mites and a price squeeze. 

The average cost of honey imported 


to the EU is €2.32 (£2) a kilo, with the 
typical cost of production in Spain 
above €3 and rising. 

Production of honey in Spain has 
fallen by 30 per cent since 2018, and yet, 
Mr Delgado noted, the prices being paid 
by distributors have barely changed. 

He sells his honey directly for €8 a 
half-kilo, and explained: “Quality is 
what we have in Spain. The best thing I 
can leave my son is 100 customers who 
love our honey, rather than five tons of 
annual bulk production.” 
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Iranian police to seize cars of women drivers seen without hijab 


By Ahmed Vahdat 
and James Rothwell 


IRAN has ordered police to seize the 
cars of women who do not wear a hijab 
in a strengthening of the law that even 
senior clerics admit will be impossible 
to enforce. 

Despite mass protests over the death 
of Mahsa Amini, who was beaten to 
death in the custody of Tehran’s moral- 
ity police for wearing a hijab incor- 


rectly, the regime is imposing additional 
laws controlling women’s clothing. 

The new measures include a fine 
equivalent to about £75 for not wearing 
a hijab, while repeat offenders may see 
their licence taken away or their car 
impounded if they are caught without 
one while driving. A senior cleric 
charged with implementing the new 
rules has admitted that further restric- 
tions will be hard to enforce as resistance 
to mandatory hijabs is so widespread. 


“According to this new law, the person 
who defies the hijab is a criminal and 
should be arrested, put on trial and 
fined. However, in view of the large 
number of people who defy this law, it is 
not possible to implement it,” Abdulhos- 
sein Khosropanah, the secretary of 
supreme council of the cultural revolu- 
tion, told Fars news agency, referring to 
the proposed reform. 

Mr Khosropanah, who is otherwise 
supportive of the reforms, also stressed 


that the “ancient Islamic laws of the 
past” would not work in the regime’s 
“current era”. 

As the issue of mandatory hijab con- 
tinues to dominate public debate in 
Iran, one leading scholar suggested 
running a pilot scheme in the city of 
Shiraz where women could choose 
whether to wear the hijab, to explore 
the impact on social tensions. 

“I have no doubt that the Islamic 
republic regime will not be able to 


defeat the current ‘woman, life, free- 
dom’ movement that has swept our 
country and it is to its own benefit to 
take the initiative and abolish the man- 
datory hijab,” Dr Mohammad Khoda- 
yari, a senior lecturer in psychiatry at 
the University of Tehran, told his stu- 
dents at a public gathering. 

An ardent supporter of the hijab as “a 
religious duty”, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
Iran’s Supreme Leader, has previously 
claimed that the number of women who 


oppose the mandatory hijab in Iran is 
“very few anda handful”. 

However, an official survey in 2021 
found that more than 70 per cent of 
Iranian women oppose the mandatory 
wearing of the hijab, which was 
introduced after the Islamic Revolution 
in 1979. 

According to human rights groups, 
more than 600 people, among them 72 
children, have been killed since the 
woman, life, freedom protests started. 


Australia arms 
itselffor role 


on front line of ~ 


global tensions 


The threat of China and 
multiple flashpoints on its 
doorstep prompt biggest 
overhaul since 1945 


By Nicola Smith 
ASIA CORRESPONDENT in Singapore 


nder the glittering chandeliers 
l of the hotel ballroom, the 
Australian prime minister’s 
warning was clear: a breakdown in 
communications between the United 
States and China could be disastrous. 

Speaking to the world’s defence 
chiefs in Singapore at the Shangri-La 
summit this weekend, Anthony 
Albanese warned the consequences of 
“such a breakdown - whether in the 
Taiwan Strait or elsewhere - would not 
be confined to the big powers or the 
site of their conflict; they would be 
devastating for the world”. 

Mr Albanese was given top billing at 
the summit, evidence that his country 
has emerged as a major player in a 
region facing numerous potential 
conflict flashpoints. 

For decades, Australia was assured 


‘A breakdown in relations 
would not be confined to 
the big powers; it would be 
devastating for the world’ 


its geographical remoteness and the 
limited ability of regional neighbours 
to project power offered a 10-year 
window to prepare for any conflict. 

But the rise of a muscular China 
under President Xi Jinping, and 
advances in long-range missile 
technology, have destroyed those 
assumptions. Coupled with North 
Korea’s nuclear ambitions, a “loss of 
warning time” is driving Australia’s 
fundamental rethink of how to 
prioritise billions in defence spending 
to best protect itself and be ready to 
assist allies if called upon. 

China is increasingly asserting its 
influence among Pacific island 
countries, leading Australia, Britain 
and the US to step up their diplomatic 
efforts. 

Beijing’s growing clout in the Pacific 
was made clear when it signed a 
security agreement with the Solomon 
Islands, setting off alarm bells in 
Canberra that the deal could lead to a 
Chinese naval base being built. 

Australia wants to be a “force for 
dialogue”, Mr Albanese said before 
sitting down for a meal of scallops and 


chicken ballotine in Singapore in the 
somewhat awkward seat between 
Lloyd Austin, the US secretary of 
defence, and General Li Shangfu, his 
Chinese counterpart. 

Moments earlier, the two defence 
chiefs had shared a handshake and a 
polite smile, but a US invitation to 
“more substantive talks” was declined 
by the Chinese. 

Against the backdrop of tense 
relations between Beijing and Wash- 
ington, Australia has launched the 
most significant overhaul of its military 
since the Second World War to deter 
an increasingly assertive China. 

The Defence Security Review (DSR), 
an overhaul of military preparedness 
to counter new threats, followed the 
£194billion AUKUS deal with the US 
and UK to build and acquire up to eight 
nuclear-powered submarines - 
described by Mr Albanese as “the 
single biggest leap in Australia’s 
defence capability in our history”. 

The review shifts Canberra’s 
emphasis on national security towards 
long-range strike capabilities and 
building weapons at home. It stresses 
accelerated acquisition of long-range 
strike missiles and manufacturing 
munitions domestically, while pushing 
ahead with upgrades for F-35A Joint 
Strike Fighter and Super Hornet 
aircraf. 

The 2023-24 defence budget, which 
exceeded A$5Obillion (£26.3bn) for 
the first time, allocates A$12.3 billion 
for new equipment. 

Australia aims to fast-track the 
acquisition of 20 of the Himars rocket 
artillery systems that have proven so 
effective in Ukraine, to increase the 
military’s strike range up to 300km. 

But the shuffling priorities have 
triggered debate over whether costly 
off-the-shelf foreign purchases are 
trumping indigenous production, and 
if the Australian Defence Force (ADF), 
already struggling to recruit, is being 
underfunded. 

However, AUKUS, a core priority in 
Canberra’s plan to defend Australia 
further from its shores, is forging 
ahead. The plan to build submarines 
based on a British-led design has reset 
defence ties between the UK and 
Australia, said Euan Graham, a senior 
fellow for Asia-Pacific security at the 
International Institute for Strategic 
Studies think tank. 

The UR’ leading role had elevated it 
again to “a primary European partner 
for the Australians” and dispelled the 
notion it was a “handmaiden” to 
America, added Mr Graham. 

The planned forward deployment of 
a UK Astute-class submarine on a 
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rotation with four US Virginia-class 
submarines to western Australia from 
2027 was a “gamechanger”, he said, 
adding: “The UK has delivered.” 

He added: “The DSR says Australia 
must engage with the UK at a closer 
level in the Indo-Pacific. It’s seen now 
as an important partnership in its own 
right.” 

Australia has been forced to take a 
“360 degree” view of possible crises in 


its own backyard, said Bec Shrimpton, 
director of defence strategy and 
national security at the Australian 
Strategic Policy Institute. “Taiwan is 
the nightmare scenario that everybody 
knows is out there,” she said of the risk 
that China may try to seize the island of 
Taiwan, drawing the world into war. 
But the danger of conflict could rise 
from multiple horizons, she warned 
- particularly from miscalculations or 
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accidents in a more heated environ- 
ment where Beijing is assertively push- 
ing its sovereignty claims and military 
activity on all sides is spiking. 

Canberra protested last year after a 
Chinese J-16 fighter jet cut across the 
nose of an Australian P-8A Poseidon 
aircraft over the South China Sea. 

In a similar incident, a J-16 flew 
perilously close to a US Air Force 
RC-135 reconnaissance plane. It was 
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“another troubling case of aggressive 
and unprofessional flying,” the US 
defence secretary said in Singapore. 

These were the kind of acts that “can 
escalate and spiral really quickly,” said 
Ms Shrimpton. 

North Korea’s nuclear weapons 
ambitions or the threat of it collapsing, 
added to an explosive mix, she said. 
“We have really got the whole menu, 
starting right at our doorstep.” 
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BUT THE Comforter, which is the 
Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send 


JOHN JAY IS 60! Wishing my 
wonderful husband a lovely day. 


By Jessica Abrahams 


in my name, he shall teach you all 


All my love Katherine xxxxxx 


things, and bring all things to your 
remembrance, whatsoever I have said 
unto you. 


John 14.26 (AV) 
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AN EGYPTIAN policeman killed three 
Israeli soldiers yesterday morning after 
crossing the border, in a rare instance of 
deadly violence on the frontier. 

The first two soldiers - a man anda 
woman - were killed while manning a 
guard post near the border in the Negev 
desert, the Israeli military said. The pair 
began their shift late on Friday night, 
and their bodies were discovered after 
they did not respond to radio calls early 
yesterday morning. 

It triggered a manhunt during which 
the third soldier and the gunman were 
killed in a confrontation on Israeli soil 
hours later. A fourth soldier was taken 
to hospital with slight wounds. 

One of the victims was identified as 
Sgt Lia Ben Nun, 19, a combat soldier in 
the Bardelas Battalion, one of five 
mixed-gender units within Israel’s Bor- 
der Defence Corps. The soldier killed in 
the later attack was named as 20-year- 
old Staff Sgt Ohad Dahan. The other sol- 
dier’s identity has not been made public. 

But the details of what happened 
remain vague. Egyptian sources said a 
group of armed men had been involved. 

An Egyptian army spokesman said a 
member of its security forces chased a 
group of drug smugglers across the bor- 
der before a gunfight ensued. 

The motivation for the attack remains 
unclear, but the Israeli military said it 
was investigating in full cooperation 
with the Egyptian army. 


Lia Ben Nun, a 
sergeant with the 
Border Defence 
Corps, was among 
the victims 


Egyptian police officer kills three 
Israeli soldiers in border shooting 


Egypt was the first Arab country to 
sign a peace treaty with Israel in 1979 
and the two countries have a stable rela- 
tionship. It is one of the most serious 
incidents on the border in decades. 

Israel has in the past decade con- 
structed a tall fence along the border, 
largely aimed at keeping out migrants 
and Islamist terrorists. However, there 
are frequent attempts to smuggle drugs 
over the barrier. Hours before the 
shootings yesterday, Israeli troops 
reportedly foiled a major smuggling 
plot. It has led some to speculate that 
the two incidents could be connected. 


By Jessica Abrahams 


SUDANESE paramilitary fighters have 
taken over the national museum in 
Khartoum raising fears for the safety of 
important artefacts including some of 
the world’s oldest mummies, its deputy 
director said yesterday, 

Members of the Rapid Support 
Forces (RSF) group that has been fight- 
ing the army for seven weeks for con- 
trol of Sudan entered the museum on 
Friday, said deputy director Ikhlas 
Abdellatif, who urged combatants to 
protect the nation’s heritage. 

The museum’s doors have been 
closed since the conflict erupted on 
April 15, forcing police guarding the 
facility to quit, Mr Abdellatif said. 

It is housed in a large building on the 
banks of the Nile in central Khartoum, 
in an area where some of the fiercest 
fighting has taken place, and there had 
been previous fears of looting. 

Among its thousands of priceless 
relics are embalmed mummies dating to 
2,500BC, making them among the old- 
est and archaeologically most impor- 
tant in the world. 

In 2019, the British Museum helped 
the Sudan National Museum set up a 
bioarchaeology lab to conduct research 
on ancient human remains and other 
items dating back 12,000 years. 

Avideo posted online, allegedly by an 
RSF fighter, appeared to be taken from 
inside the lab, Middle East Eye reported. 

The museum also contains statues, 


World’s oldest mummies at 
risk as rebels storm museum 


pottery and ancient murals, with arte- 
facts from the Stone Age through to the 
Christian and Islamic eras. 

Mr Abdellatif said staff do not know 
the extent of the damage inside the 
museum. 

However, Roxanne Trioux, part of a 
French archaeological team that was 
working in Sudan, said they had been 
monitoring satellite pictures of the 
museum and had already seen potential 
signs of damage, including burning, 
before Friday. “We don’t know the 


2, 500BC 


Mummies in the national museum date 
back thousands of years, making them 
some of the most important in the world 


extent of damage inside,” she said. 

Fighting has continued this week 
despite repeated truces including one 
negotiated by Saudi Arabia and the 
United States to which both sides 
signed up. 

On Friday, the UN Security Council 
called on the warring factions to cease 
hostilities to allow humanitarian access. 

The war has already displaced 1.2 mil- 
lion people inside the country and 
forced another 400,000 to flee into 
neighbouring states, pushing Sudan to 
the brink of disaster and raising fears of 
a wider conflict. 
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Modi vows to punish 
those responsible for 
India train disaster 


By Jessica Abrahams 


THOSE responsible for India’s deadliest 
train crash in decades “will be punished 
stringently”, Narendra Modi said yester- 
day as he fought criticism of his govern- 
ment in the wake of the disaster. 

“It’s a painful incident. The govern- 
ment will leave no stone unturned for 
the treatment of those injured ... 
Instructions [have been] issued for [a] 
probe from every angle,” the Indian 
prime minister said. 

More than 280 people died and 
nearly 1,000 were injured when two 
passenger trains derailed in the eastern 
state of Odisha on Friday night. 

Mr Modi’s government has made 
transport a priority and has spent bil- 
lions on improving the railway system 
in recent years, including safety - but 
Friday’s crash is believed to be the dead- 


Victims of the crash when two trains 
collided throwing carriages in air, right 


= 


liest in more than 20 years. Mr Modi 
was supposed to spend yesterday inau- 
gurating a high-speed train connecting 
Goa and Mumbai that is equipped with 
acollision avoidance system. 

Instead, the prime minister flew to 
the crash site, where the anti-collision 
system had not been installed, and later 
went to hospitals to meet some of the 
injured. Ashwini Vaishnaw, the rail- 
ways minister, yesterday faced calls to 
resign. The disaster comes less than a 
year before a general election. 

Daylight yesterday morning revealed 
the full scale of the devastation. 

At least 10 carriages could be seen 
scattered along a destroyed section of 
track, some lying on their sides, others 
stacked on top of each other. 

According to media reports, the two 
trains collided with such force that car- = 
riages were thrown into the air, twisting § 
before smashing back to the ground. A $ 4 
third train then crashed into the’ $ 
derailed carriages. $ 

Images broadcast on local television © 
showed long lines of bodies laid out 3 f 
under white sheets. The drone footage 3 
also showed large crowds of residents € 
helping at the scene. Officials said 1,200 £ 
rescuers worked through the night with g 
115 ambulances and 45 mobile health £ 
units. Indian Air Force helicopters were $ § 
also deployed to help evacuate injured Z k 


AR/) 


passengers. 
Initial reports suggest a signal failure 
may have caused the crash. 
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‘Crime influencers recruit killers in Marseille drug war 


Ruthless gangs hire 
‘Kleenex killers’ to 
eliminate rivals and post 
gruesome details online 


By Henry Samuel in Paris 


TEENAGE hitmen hired by drug barons 
fighting turf wars in Marseille have 
begun boasting of their exploits on 
social media to earn bonuses on top of 
their payments. 

Drug kingpins are using Snapchat, 
Instagram and TikTok to act as “crime 
influencers” to recruit new hands, brag 
about weapons, sell their wares and 


speak about killing rivals amid the 
port’s murderous gang wars. 

Marseille has suffered 22 fatal shoot- 
ings this year - more than the whole of 
2022 - making it Europe’s murder capi- 
tal. Much of the violence involves two 
rival gangs - DZ Mafia and Yoda - who 
trade Kalashnikov fire almost daily. 

The high death toll has prompted 
gang leaders to recruit ever younger 
hitmen, whom some experts have nick- 
named “Kleenex killers” because they 
are seen as disposable. 

The phenomenon came to light after 
the arrest in April of an 18-year-old 
known only as Matteo F. Charged with 
the murder of three members of a rival 
gang, his victims were aged 15, 16 and 
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20. Police believe he was paid €200,000 
(£172,000) for these and other crimes, 
involving another six or seven hits. 

In a video shared on encrypted mes- 
saging apps but circulating on social 
media, the masked Matteo says: “I’m 
going to rake in the contracts, bro. I’m 
gonna take them down. On my mother’s 
life, I’m piling up the contracts. I’m hav- 
ing a laugh.” 

When caught, he showed no remorse, 
telling police: “It’s just as well I wasn’t 
carrying a gun when you arrested me 
otherwise I would have died using it.” 

The teenager, reportedly from a mid- 
dle-class family, was recruited via Snap- 
chat, provided with guns and a car, and 
told to avoid Marseille except when 
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conducting hits. He was ordered to film 
his jobs to prove success - the more 
social media coverage of the crimes the 
better. “The price was €20,000 per con- 
tract but it could go up to €50,000 
depending on views on Instagram,” one 
source told Le Parisien. 

“One of their strategies is gaining 
media attention to say ‘look how strong 
we are’,” said Dominique Laurens, a 
prosecutor. 

“They film themselves, challenge and 
provoke each other all the time,” a local 
police source told Le Parisien. “It’s done 
to intimidate rivals and to galvanise sol- 
diers on the frontline when drug ring- 
leaders are on the run or in prison.” 

Marseille is not the only city affected. 
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In another case of young hitmen 
recruited online, police arrested nine 
people in Paris in March including a 
16-year-old caught over the fatal shoot- 
ing of a38-year-old man. 

Experts say that the “sociology” of 
gangland killers is changing. “Before a 
limited number of professional killers 
paid €100,000 per contract at the 
behest of a given network,” one police 
source told JDD. “Now we are coming 
up against less experienced but no less 
dangerous profiles. They are handed a 
weapon before being given a target.” 

Frédérique Camilleri, state prefect of 
the Bouches-du-Rhône region, said the 
younger hitmen also reflected younger, 
lower-level targets. “Three or four years 


ago, those targeted in drug dealing dis- 
putes were usually high-ranking in the 
ring’s hierarchy,” she said. “Now they go 
after dogsbodies.” 

“It has gone from lieutenants to the 
‘choufs’ (scouts) - that’s why 15 or 16-year- 
old kids die. And as the killers, often 
themselves young, do not know how to 
use their weapons and they shoot in 
bursts, no one is safe from a stray bullet,” 
said Jérôme Pierrat, a journalist. 

More than 200 extra police officers 
have been sent to Marseille to try and 
quell the violence, including 30 this 
month. But the killings continue. 

The 22nd murder took place last 
week in the Paternelles housing estate, 
epicentre of the drug war. 
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VR suicide 
drones put 
war back in 
hyivs hands 


Dispatch 


By Joe Barnes 
in Ukraine 


ithin three minutes, Oleksii 
\ ) \ / has taken the drone out of his 
bag, put it together and 
primed the warhead. 

As he pulls a virtual reality headset 
down over his eyes, the propellers start 
to whirr and whistle. 

Focused on his target, he holds the 
machine aloft above his shoulder in 
preparation for launch. 

In his hand is a Khrush, a first- 
person-view suicide drone, designed 
and manufactured entirely in Ukraine. 

“We have the orders to destroy and 
execute those who came to our land to 
occupy and destroy us,” Oleksii, the 
commander of an Azov battalion 
artillery unit, said. 

Previously, unmanned aerial 
vehicles (UAVs) like these were used 
mainly as reconnaissance scouts to 
help him to locate Russian targets. 

But now, as Ukraine prepares to 
launch an offensive, they are 
increasingly being used to destroy 
enemy targets deep behind the heavily 
fortified front lines. 

The war in Ukraine has been shaped 
by both Kyiv’s and Moscow’s use of 
drones, in what has become the first 
modern drone-versus-drone conflict. 
Arecent assessment by the Royal 
United Services Institute think-tank 
estimated that Ukraine is losing some 
10,000 drones every month, including 
surveillance UAVs and single-use, 
“kamikaze” ones. 

The majority of the losses have been 
relatively cheap, small commercial 
drones, such the Mavic quad-copters 
made by the Chinese company DJI, 
that are used for reconnaissance. 

The Khrush, however, is one of 
dozens of combat drones that have 


been developed domestically in the 
wake of Russia’s full-scale invasion 
some 15 months ago. 

Oleksii, who goes by the callsign 
“Dancer”, and his team have developed 
the drone from scratch to tackle a 
shortage in high-precision weapons. 

Long-range strikes, hitting Russian 
logistics, heavy armour and bases, 
deep behind enemy lines are going to 
be pivotal if Kyiv’s counter-offensive is 
to be asuccess. 

Oleksii, an artillery officer since the 
2014 Donbas war, knows the struggles 
faced from shell hunger and barrel 
wear when the fighting intensifies. 

“Our aim was to create a drone that 
can be built from scratch in Ukraine to 
use it on tactical operations at a range 
of 10 to 20 kilometres,” he said. 

His team have so far built 50 
prototypes, at a cost of €2,000 (£1,700) 
each, that will be sent to the front lines 
for live-fire testing against Russian 
targets in the coming weeks. 

The drone is designed to be cheaper 
and more accurate than the more 
conventional long-range weapons 
currently available. 

Its operators can either opt for 
thermobaric warheads, to destroy 
enemy bases, or anti-tank rounds. 

The Khrush can be fitted with a 
warhead weighing up to 3kgf, meaning 
its payload is five times that of the 
Switchblade 300 suicide drones 
donated by the US. 

Once launched, the pilot uses his 
goggles and the cameras on the drone 
to guide the warhead into the target. 
The contraption might look crude, but 
Oleksii insists that testing has shown it 
is capable of destroying almost any 
vehicle fielded by the Russians. 

He insisted the DIY appearance of 
the drones being used by both Ukraine 
and Russia doesn’t make them any less 
dangerous. 

When Moscow last month was 
mocked for flying wooden drones 
above the battlefield, Oleksii knew his 
enemy’s improvisation had exposed a 
weakness in Kyiv’s defences. “It 


Oleksii, an artillery 
commander, 
above, with 

a Khrush, one of 
dozens of combat 
drones Ukraine has 
built that can hit 
targets far behind 
the front lines, 
above left 


doesn’t matter what it’s made of; he 
said. “The main point is the drone 
made of wood reached its target. 

“I won't be mocking this or take this 
as ajoke because this wooden drone 
had its own advantages. It was less 
visible to radars and is cheaper to 
produce. We should say they were 
smart enough to take this approach.” 

Before the war, Ukraine didn’t have 
a domestic drone programme, relying 
largely on the Turkish Bayraktar 
system and commercially-available 
unmanned vehicles. 

However, last summer officials in 
Kyiv, launched the “army of drones” 
initiative to encourage developers to 
produce designs for potential combat 
UAVs. 

The scheme has spawned drones 
such as the UJ-22, made by Ukrjet, 
which has a reported range of 500 
miles, and was the UAV Russia claimed 
had been shot down over a Moscow 
suburb last week. 

For Oleksii, the independence of 
domestic production holds another 
very important role. 

“Even if our Western partners and 
partners around the world at some 
point turn their backs on Ukraine, we 
can produce weapons here with 
materials that can be easily found or 


produced in Ukraine,” he said. In 
preparation for the long-awaited 
counter-offensive, more than 10,000 
drone pilots have been trained, with 
more being instructed. 

Operators are taught to think like 
fighter pilots. Before each flight, they 
are encouraged to make detailed flight 
plans and use the landscape and 
weather to conceal the drone from air 
defences. Alongside the coaching, a 
secret army of IT experts are hacking 


‘Our men have got used to 
drone usage now; it’s not 
possible to imagine a unit 
without air intelligence’ 


DJI drones to remove any commercial 
software that could be accessed by 
Russia or China to capture information 
from each flight. 

Surveillance drones fly 24 hours a 
day over the battlefield and Ukraine’s 
armed forces won’t attempt a single 
advance without the knowledge from 
their eyes in the sky. 

Ata secret training base on the 
outskirts of Kharkiv, Dmyto Zhmakin, 
a senior aerial reconnaissance 
instructor at Victory Drones, is putting 


anew drone to the test. From the sky, 
he can easily spot a group of Ukrainian 
troops preparing for the offensive from 
almost three miles away. “During the 
counter offensive, drones will be in 
front of our assault columns to spot 
danger,” Mr Zhmakin said. 

“Our men have got used to drone 
usage now; it’s not possible to imagine 
aunit without air intelligence,” he 
added. “The second usage is for 
correcting fire, and is much more 
effective than any previous methods 
we've had before.” 

There is no shortage of willing drone 
pilots given the technology’s 
importance in the war and the 
simplicity of commercial drones means 
anyone can fly them, but only a 
properly trained pilot can do it safely. 

Andrii, a border guard attending the 
course as part of the Trident Defence 
Initiative’s training camp, said a wrong 
move with a drone can put hundreds of 
men on the ground in danger. 

“You can drive to a position, fly your 
drone, but there are also positions of 
soldiers below and they could be hit by 
continuous fire,” he said. 

Confident that Ukraine's drone 
programmes have been ramped up 
ahead of the counter-offensive, Andrii 
concluded: “We are ready to f--- them.” 


‘Even if our 
partners 
around the 
world turn 
their backs 
on us, we 
can make 
weapons 
here with 
material we 
can build’ 


Zelensky announces start of 
Ukraine counter-attack 


By James Kilner 


UKRAINE is ready to launch its much- 
anticipated counter-offensive against 
occupying Russian forces, according to 
Volodymyr Zelensky. 

But the president warned that victory 
would take time and come at a heavy 
cost because Russia’s air force main- 
tains superiority around the front lines. 

“I don’t know how long it will take,” 
he told the Wall Street Journal. “But we 
are going to do it and we are ready.” 

Ukraine’s military has been prepar- 
ing for months for a counter-attack that 
it hopes could be decisive. Its com- 
manders have waited for more sophisti- 
cated weapons to arrive from the West 
and also for the wet spring weather to 
pass, allowing the ground to dry out 
enough to enable tank manoeuvres. 

Last month, Britain handed Ukraine 
Storm Shadow missiles that tripled its 
reach. Since then, Ukraine has 
destroyed command centres and supply 
depots deep behind Russia’s front lines. 

Ben Wallace, the Defence Secretary, 
warned this week that the West was 
running short of capacity to supply 
artillery shells and other ammunition 
but Mr Zelensky still used the interview 
to push for more kit. “We would like to 
have certain things but we can’t wait for 
months,” the president said. 

Ukraine’s allies have promised to 
train Ukrainian pilots on F-16 fighter 
jets but these are not expected to enter 


battle for several months. Although 
Russian soldiers are demoralised and 
battered after 15 months of war, West- 
ern intelligence services have said that 
the Kremlin’s forces may still be able to 
defend the network of trenches and 
minefields across a 600-mile front line. 

Even so, Volodymyr Havrylov, 
Ukraine’s deputy defence minister, said 
that the Kremlin was worried about the 
Ukrainian counter-offensive and has 
been trying to derail it through intensi- 
fied missile strikes over the past month. 

“Their primary goal is to stop our 
counter-offensive and target decision- 


“We are going to do it and 
are ready... We would like 
to have certain things but 
we can’t wait for months’ 


making centres,” he said on the side- 
lines of Asia’s top security conference, 
the Shangri-La Dialogue in Singapore. 

Mr Havrylov also mocked the Krem- 
lin for underestimating the effective- 
ness of the Patriot air defence system 
that the US has given Ukraine and the 
impact of the British Storm Shadow 
missiles, which he said had so far never 
missed their target. 

“It was a huge surprise to them to 
find that the effectiveness of [their bal- 
listic missiles] was almost zero against 
modern air defence systems,” he said. 


inside the House of Culture, Bakhmut, Ukraine, that it 
destroyed. The militia fighters posted the photo online. 


Putin was a pen-pusher, not 
a super spy, magazine claims 


By James Kilner 


VLADIMIR PUTIN was not a Soviet 
super spy in East Germany in the 1980s 
but a plodding pen-pusher eager to 
please his superiors, an investigation 
has found. 

Germany’s Spiegel magazine investi- 
gated Putin’s murky past on the suspi- 
cion that stories of his exploits as a KGB 
agent were exaggerated. 

Instead of conducting vital missions 
to hold back the forces of democracy, 
Spiegel said, he was focused on “banal” 
administrative work during his KGB 
posting to Dresden, “sorting through 
travel applications for West German rel- 
atives or searching for potential inform- 
ants among foreign students”. 

Putin was 32 when he was sent to 
Dresden in 1985, a tense time with the 
Kremlin’s grip over its vassal states 
behind the Iron Curtain fracturing. 

KGB officers were tasked with sup- 
porting East Germany’s Stasi secret 
police. 

And although the mission failed with 
the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 and the 
collapse of the Soviet Union two years 
later, stories of Putin’s alleged valour 
have become legendary in Russia. 

Perhaps the most famous is how in 
December 1989 he single-handedly 
faced down protesters planning to 
storm the KGB headquarters. 

However, it probably did not happen, 
the magazine reported. “According to 


one version [of the story], a single small 
man stood at the entrance to the nearby 
Stasi headquarters and watched the 
spectacle from a safe distance,” Spiegel 
said. 

“It cannot be proved the current Rus- 
sian president was even there.” 

Spiegel also reported that witnesses 
quoted widely on Putin’s other alleged 
KGB heroics could not be trusted. A 
story about Putin helping anarchists in 
West Germany to plot assassinations 
was based on testimonies from a serial 
liar with a criminal record, for exam- 
ple. 


‘Facts and fiction seem 
to blur. Today’s Russian 
president was probably 
not a top agent’ 


Another story of how he had 
groomed a German neo-Nazi leader into 
an informant was based on interviews 
with a former Stasi agent who has since 
admitted that he embellished his state- 
ments. 

In fact, there was nothing in the Stasi 
archives to suggest Putin was anything 
other than risk-averse, the magazine 
said. 

“Facts and fiction sometimes seem to 
blur,” Spiegel said. “Today’s Russian 
president was probably not a top 
agent.” 
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Tax cuts would revitalise the Conservative Party 


here is at last relief on the horizon for family budgets 

stretched to breaking point by 18 months of inflation 

and tax rises. Rishi Sunak wishes to cut the basic rate of 
income tax or, intriguingly, National Insurance, by up to 2p in 
the pound, coming into effect in April 2024. While this 
remains conditional on inflation and borrowing costs falling 
sufficiently to make the move fiscally responsible, and no 
final decision has been taken, it is clearly very much at the 
top of the Prime Minister’s list of priorities. Even better, there 
would be a promise of more to come if re-elected. 

It is a welcome return to form for the Conservatives after a 
series of disastrous, incentive-sapping tax hikes on capital 
and labour. Having allowed the tax burden to creep to its 
highest level in 70 years, the party appears to be starting to 
recover its sense of purpose. The hope must surely be that 
the electorate will recognise and reward this. If this is to 
occur, however, more will be needed. 

Our tax system remains byzantine, the complexities of rule 
and ritual governing over it more suited to Gormenghast than 
to a country seeking to establish itself as a nimble alternative to 
a sclerotic European continent. In places it is unfair, in others it 
is economically damaging, and in all too many it is both at the 
same time. Inheritance tax manages to combine deep 
unpopularity with a burden on saving and an overly complex 
implementation. Abolishing it would make for an effective 
statement of intent ahead of the election, setting the tone for 
the next term of Conservative government. Corporation tax, 
too, is economically damaging, and the decision to raise rates 
seems dispiritingly effective in driving investment overseas. 

Such cuts must be paid for. Slimming down the state and its 
ever-increasing demands for funding would be welcome, but 
perhaps the best way to pay for a lower tax burden would be 
with a booming economy that can afford to provide more 


services for a given share of national income. It is 
disappointing, then, that just as the party is rediscovering its 
way again on tax, it is in danger of losing it elsewhere. 

Government policy appears to be aimed at making 
groceries more expensive. The ban on “buy-one-get-one- 
free” offers for “unhealthy” food is still set for this autumn, 
while green levies imposed next year could increase 
household bills by up to £140 per year. These are intended to 
reduce waste, make progress towards net zero and raise 
funds for recycling, but will effectively be taking money from 
households already struggling to make ends meet. 

We already have far too many of these sorts of regulations. 
Mr Sunak’s re-embrace of a low-tax vision is to be praised. He 
should also scrap his green crackdown and position himself 
as the consumers’ champion. 


Finding the balance on AI 


Rishi Sunak’s global summit on artificial intelligence is a 
further marker of Britain’s intent to establish itself as a force 
in the technology revolution. As the capabilities of AI models 
advance, and their ability to solve complex medical problems 
and enormously boost productivity, the risk they pose 
develops also. The purpose of the autumn summit is to devise 
international rules on how the technology is developed and 
applied with the goal of minimising this risk. 

The great threat in the near term is likely to be the misuse 
of models by individual or state actors, such as deploying 
systems to identify and exploit cybersecurity vulnerabilities 
or producing convincing misinformation at significant scale. 

In the future, these systems could become threats of their 
own. Complex artificial intelligence is hard to control, and we 


have not fully solved the problem of aligning such models to 
our interests. There is a risk that firms racing to develop more 
powerful models may do so without giving sufficient thought 
to what they may unleash, or that state actors may try to use 
them to gain an edge over the West. 

For the moment, artificial intelligence that exceeds human 
capabilities in a broad swathe of fields is the preserve of 
science fiction. But 10 years ago, so was ChatGPT, OpenAI’s 
revolutionary text-generating chatbot. It is no longer 
implausible that in the not-too-distant future, we may face 
powerful AI systems we do not know how to control. 

Mr Sunak is right to address this risk before it has occurred. 
Britain must be at the forefront of the debate on how best to 
minimise the dangers posed by the most capable new models 
with potentially dangerous applications. 


Whisky business 


At the Waterford distillery in Ireland, scientists have been 
hard at work comparing the quality of whiskey produced by 
modern strains of barley with their older forebears. Their 
conclusion was that the older barley varieties, while lower 
yield, result in a better taste. It’s not the first time that older 
varieties have proved their mettle. 

When the explorer Sir Ernest Shackleton set out on his 
Antarctic expedition in 1907, he counted among the essential 
supplies of his voyage three crates of Mackinlay’s whisky. 
These were subsequently abandoned beneath the floor of a 
hut and discovered, frozen in ice, a little over a century later, 
with the precious liquid still sloshing inside the bottle. Once 
analysed, this drink was used as the benchmark for an all- 
new vintage. Sometimes the old ways are best. 


LETTERS 
to the 
EDITOR 


The Covid inquiry 
should plan for the 
next pandemic, not 
rake over past failures 


SIR - I find it odd that officers of state 
are being required to divulge all in 
Baroness Hallett’s pointless Covid 
inquiry (report, June 2). 

As currently constituted, the inquiry 
lacks effective purpose -its core aim 
seems to be the apportionment of 
blame. In is overburdening itself with 
useless minutiae. Many have already 
worked out where the blame lies and 
will react accordingly when they are 
next afforded the opportunity. 

It would be quicker, more 
constructive and far more cost- 
effective to plan what to do better next 
time. 

I live in hope but not expectancy. 
Robert Ashworth 
Alderley Edge, Cheshire 


SIR - On reading Philip Johnston’s 
article (“This Covid inquiry fiasco 
seems more interested in racism than 
lockdown”, Comment, May 31), it 
occurs to me that we should allow the 
over-detailed Hallett report to proceed 
on its languorous way and, in the 
meantime, institute a short, six-month 
second inquiry to look at the Swedish 
Covid report and determine what parts 
of that have useful guidance for us in 
the event of another pandemic 
occurring sooner than the Hallet 
report gets published. 

Nick Trevor 

London SW4 


SIR - At minimum cost in time and 
money the likely conclusions of the 
Covid inquiry could be summarised as 
follows: 

The Government acted in good faith 
but with a lack of clear vision. There is 
no point in wasting time on the 
performance of individual ministers 
and advisers. 

There should have been no 
lockdowns. 

There should have been no track 
and trace. 

The advice should have been to take 
great care if you were in poor health, 
diabetic or obese. 

Infection will aid immunity. 


Vaccines will reduce the impact of 
Covid but will not necessarily prevent 
transmission or infection. Likewise 
masking. 

Schools should have stayed open 
and business should have carried on as 
normally as possible. 

Travel should have remained open 
where possible. 

All Covid punishments should be 
reversed. 

Tom Berglund 
London W8 


Government vs retail 


SIR - Retailers see the pain of inflation. 
They see shoppers struggling to 
manage their budgets, which is why 
they work so hard to cut costs and hold 
back price rises wherever possible. So 
it’s welcome news that recent data 
from the Office for National Statistics 
and British Retail Consortium show 
the first signs of amuch-needed dip in 
food inflation (report, May 30). 

Some cost pressures acting right 
across the supply chain will take time 
to work their way through to prices at 
the checkout. Others are firmly in the 
hands of the Government - namely 
taxes and regulation. 

The Telegraph recently broke the 
story of a possible Government plan 
for price controls, which is surely a 
1970s solution to a 2020s problem. In 
reality, intense competition between 
retailers puts downward pressure on 
prices, even as rising costs force them 
up. The focus of interventions should 
be on making a genuine difference to 
families, and there are more 
meaningful actions that the 
Government could take to keep 
inflation heading in the right direction. 

Over the next year or so a raft of new 
regulations and taxes will burden 
retailers - and ultimately consumers 
- with higher costs. Just as inflation 
looks to be turning a corner, these new 
policies put this at peril. The 
Government needs to look at these in 
turn, and consider whether to 


implement, postpone or scrap each one. 


The Government’s Resources and 
Waste Strategy is a £4 billion a year 
headache for retailers and their 
customers. Made up of reform to 
Extended Producer Responsibility - a 
tax on packaging - and the 
introduction of a Deposit Return 
Scheme, this is an unambitious and 
ineffective strategy that will do little to 
improve our abysmal recycling rates. 

From next April, an inflation-linked 
business-rates hike is likely to cost 
retail at least £400 million a year 
- money better spent on cutting prices. 

Finally, new border controls and 
potential new labelling requirements 
following our exit from the EU mean 
that millions of pounds more will be 
spent on red tape and packaging, 
including unnecessary changes the 
Government has chosen to implement 


as part of the Windsor Framework. 
Retailers are playing their part. If 

the Government persists in 

introducing this raft of new 

regulations and tax rises, it has only 

itself to blame when it fails to meet its 

own inflation targets. 

Helen Dickinson 

Chief Executive of the British Retail 

Consortium 

London WC2 


Pricey heat pumps 


SIR - Fourteen years ago we moved 
into our self-build house, complete 
with ground-source heating (Letters, 
May 28). We were delighted at helping 
to save the planet. The engineer who 
commissioned the installation lives 
150 miles away and has serviced our 
system every year (except during 
Covid), which has served us well. 

After it was serviced last October, 
we were advised to think of installing a 
new heat pump, as they don’t last 
much more than 15 years. The system 
broke down in March during the very 
cold spell, but fortunately our home is 
well insulated and we had a log burner. 
Our engineer was away at the time, but 
we suggested he go ahead and order a 
new heat pump on our behalf. 

The company supplying the heat 
pump gave us a delivery date in April. 
Our engineer arrived, the pump did 
not. We were given a new date in May, 
but the pump is yet to be installed. We 
have hot water but no heating. 

Our 14-year-old technology does not 
match with the technology today. We 
have been promised a much more 
effective system - but at a cost of about 
£8,000. 

Why is the Government promoting 
ground source heating when there are 
not enough trained engineers, and not 
everyone can afford to install a new or 
replacement pump? We are still 
committed to our system - but at a cost. 
Winifred Wright 
Gullane, East Lothian 


Touch-screen torment 


SIR - Ed Wiseman excoriates the 
current infotainment devices in cars 
(“We all know touch screens are 
dangerous - so why are we all still 
using them?”, Features, May 28), but he 
covers only half the problems. 

Irecently changed from an ll-year- 
old car to a two-year-old of the same 
model. Most of the information on the 
new system may be of interest to 
someone, but not to the average driver. 
The old car showed the useful stuff in 
an easily accessible form, but trying to 
find this on the new system can be very 
distracting. 

What’s worse is that the automatic 
wipers wipe when I don’t need them, 
and the automatic dip and full-beam 
headlight system does not work well. I 


was taught to dip before oncoming 
cars appear, to avoid dazzling them 
(Letters, 28). This system only dips 
when a car is actually oncoming - so 
contributes to the dazzle. Also, it does 
not go back to full beam until the other 
car has passed, creating a black spot. 

It all goes to show that we are wrong 
to assume that a computer can do 
everything for us - it can’t. 

Adair Anderson 
Selkirk 


Coronation medals 


SIR - As I bought my jar of Coronation 
marmalade last week, I saw that the 
helpful assistant in the Buckingham 
Palace gift shop was wearing the 
ribbon of the Coronation medal. It is 
regrettable that our gracious King has 
not awarded the same medal to 
veterans of his Armed Forces, many of 
whom still bear the scars, mental and 
physical, of recent conflict. 

Rev Monsignor Phelim Rowland 
Former Principal Roman Catholic 
Chaplain to HM Land Forces 

London NW3 


SIR - I was pleasantly surprised to 
receive my new passport within two 
weeks of application, but far less 
satisfied with the text printed inside 
the front cover: “Her Britannic 
Majesty’s Secretary of State requests 
and requires in the name of Her 
Majesty all those whom it may concern 
to allow the bearer to pass freely 
without let or hindrance, and to afford 
the bearer such assistance and 
protection as may be necessary.” 

The passport bears a date of issue of 
May 26 2023 and remains valid for 10 
years, during which period I see no 
possibility of a queen ascending the 
throne. 

Ray De La Salle 
St Albans, Hertfordshire 


Drinking at Sandhurst 


SIR - In the 1970s, and presumably 
before, all the drinks in the junior 
gunroom at Dartmouth were obtained 
in exchange for a “chit” (“Sandhurst 
must ban ‘toxic’ drinking culture, says 
grieving mother of Olivia Perks”, 
report May 28). 

It was also widely known that the 
commander of the college would have 
his attention drawn to any excessive 
consumption. 

The introduction of cash bars has 
made it difficult to spot problem 
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Deals on wheels: female ice-cream vendors out in Acton, west London, in 1940 


HULTON ARCHIVE/GETTY IMAGE! 


SIR - Your report on ice-cream vans 
in meltdown (“Foreign-made 
Cadbury Flakes are now too flakey 
for a 99,” May 27) reminded me of the 
once ubiquitous “Stop Me and Buy 
One” ice-cream tricycles that 
preceded them. 

Playing on Hastings beach in the 
1950s, we children eagerly awaited 


Well I can tell her: they are here in 
Manchester. 

I have a box hanging on my back 
wall that was bought many years ago in 
an attempt to entice small birds to nest 
in it. This year, however, it has been 
taken over by a busy colony of bees. 
Kathleen Foster 
Manchester 


SIR - I too have noticed the lack of bees 
this year. Usually in spring our plants 
of Cotoneaster horizontalis, comfrey 
and mahonia hum with both honey 
bees from the nest in our thatched roof 
and many varieties of bumblebee, 
some quite rare. 

However, with this settled, warm 
and sunny spell of weather - the first 
we have experienced this year - I 
notice that the bees are at last 
appearing in good numbers. I can only 
agree with Jen Webb that the cause is 
the cold, wet and sunless winter and 


drinkers. Change isn’t always better. spring. 

Clive Hilton Miranda Gudenian 
Bradford-on-Avon, Wiltshire Yarcombe, Devon 

Bees get busy Inflated costs of HS2 


SIR - Jen Webb (Letters, May 28) asked 
where all the bumble bees have gone. 


SIR - One of my friends hires out 
eight-wheel tipper trucks and says that 
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A cool box and a cone made summer complete 


the arrival of the ice-cream man - a 
huge cool box strapped to his neck 
- who would come right down onto 
the beach, stepping around 
sunbathers and selling his wares. 
This kind of ice-cream vendor is 
surely history. 

Peter Saunders 

Salisbury, Wiltshire 


the rate is £500 to £600 per day. 
Someone from HS2 came and asked if 
he would like a job locally - and 
whether £1,200 to £1,300 per day was 
acceptable. 

Iassume that this is the London rate. 
No wonder HS2 is costing a fortune to 
build. 

John Harlow 
Woodborough, Nottinghamshire 


SIR - If the Just Stop Oil protesters 
(report, June 2) refocused on HS2, they 
wouldn’t make a blind bit of difference 
either way, but they might receive a 
more sympathetic reception from the 
public. 

Richard Youens 

Rushall, Wiltshire 
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HENRY HILL 


Only with the 
right candidate 
is Sadiq beatable 


Inept 
policing, 
Ulez 
expansion, 
rising crime: 
the capital’s 
mayor 
should fear 
the 2024: 
election. 
Londoners 
need to be 
offered a 
real choice 


Sadiq Khan 
seems more 
comfortable 
playing an 
oppositional 
role, making 
impossible 
demands for 
the power to 
fulfil his 
activists’ 
demands 


about whether or not being the 
Conservative candidate for 
Mayor of London is a good job or not. 

Given the long odds on actually 
winning in the Labour-leaning capital, 
some view it as essentially a thankless, 
Sisyphean exercise in profile-building. 

To others those long odds are 
liberating: there’s none of the don’t- 
drop-the-vase caution that can set in 
when everyone agrees the race is close. 
Instead, the candidate actually has a 
pretty fun gig. They get to tour the city, 
pitch imaginative policies with the 
relative freedom of the underdog, and 
are all but guaranteed second place. 

Perhaps that’s why there are so 
many people tilting for the Tory 
nomination in 2024: MLAs such as 
Andrew Boff and Susan Hall; the MP 
Paul Scully; ex-special advisers Daniel 
Korski and Samuel Kasumu, and others 
from the world of business and even 
the Welsh Parliament. 

Yet Tory members in London are 
not going to be selecting from this 
broad field. Instead, they will choose 
only from a three-person shortlist 
decided by Conservative Campaign 
Headquarters (CCHQ). Why this 
abundance of caution? 

The national party has the right to 
screen candidates who want to fight an 
election under its colours. But ina 
devolved election, it surely ought to be 
making as limited an intervention as 
possible - doing due diligence and 
excluding applicants with major red 
flags, whilst leaving London activists 
as broad a political choice as possible. 

Although masked by successive 
general election victories, one of the 
big political trends of the past 13 years 
has been the Conservatives’ retreat in 
London. Seats that David Cameron 
either won or came close to winning in 
2010 are now Labour strongholds; 
Westminster North, my own home 
patch, was a target seat in that election 
- the Labour MP’s majority is now 
almost 11,000. 

Boris Johnson’s victory in 2012 
showed that it is possible for the right 
candidate to buck that trend. And 
given the state of the party’s national 
polling, allowing the London 
Conservatives more freedom to do 
their own thing can’t hurt. 

Sadiq Khan ought to be beatable. 
Beyond the most committed Labour 
partisans, he has proven few people’s 
idea of a good mayor. 

His huge expansion of the Ultra-Low 
Emission Zone ought to be a real shot 
in the arm for the Tories, falling as it 
does much more heavily on their 
strongholds in outer London than the 
much less car-dependent centre. 

Often, he seems more comfortable 
playing a fundamentally oppositional 
role, making impossible demands for 
the power to fulfil his activists’ 
fantasies, such as rent control, rather 
than making best use of the powers he 
already has. 

All that is before we get to the 
increasingly abject state of the 
Metropolitan Police, which seems to 
have given up on investigating normal 
crime whilst its officers are filmed 
losing confrontations with petty 
criminals on the streets. 

There’s even scope to make a play 
for the younger vote. It ought to bea 
scandal that in the past two years Khan 
has handed Amy Lamé, his “night 
czar” a 40 per cent pay rise to £116,925 
pro rata despite the ongoing collapse of 
the capital’s nightlife. A world city has 
no business closing before midnight. 

London deserves a competitive race. 
But it won’t get one if the Tories stick 
to more of the same. 

Happily, there’s a lot of talent vying 
for the nomination - and it stretches 
credulity to think only three of them 
would be solid candidates. CCHQ 
should relax its grip on the reins and 
let the London Conservatives choose 
their own champion. 


T here are two schools of thought 


Henry Hillis deputy editor of 
ConservativeHome 
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JANET DALEY 


The Blitz regalvanised Britain's will. 
The lockdowns just infantilised us 


ho is it exactly who does not 
\ Ñ / want us to know what was 

said - or thought - by the 
people running the country during the 
great national shutdown? As the 
principal actors competed last week 
for the title of least credible player in 
this farrago, the speculation grew ever 
more convoluted. 


Boris Boris Johnson achieved a remarkable 
reportedly coup de theatre by unilaterally deciding 
to hand over the complete records of 

feared what his confidential communications to the 
draconian Covid inquiry, thus making Rishi Sunak 

+e look culpable for a bizarre refusal to 
restrictions cooperate with a process his own 
would do to | administration initiated. 

. So the question became: why was the 
our national present Prime Minister who achieved 
character. If power by undermining his 
so, his predecessor’s credibility prepared to go 
es to such absurd lengths to suppress 
instincts those records? The Government has 

i responded with a statement suggesting 
were right. that those leading the inquiry should 
Was he not have to deal with “irrelevant” 

personal data, which could be swept up 
overruled by in the wholesale handover of records, 
the Cabinet? 


[ee 
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much of which - this is the implication 
-is really none of its business. At the 
time of writing, the game of bluff and 
double bluff is beyond parody. 

But there is one possible glimmer of 
illumination that has received 
relatively little attention. In his LBC 
podcast Unprecedented, Boris 
Johnson’s former communications 
director Guto Harri stated that, asa 
consequence of the lockdown 
programme, “[Johnson] feared that the 
UK had become infantilised, 
essentially addicted to government 
telling them what to do, how to live 
their lives, who they could see, where 
they could go, etc - and also, critically, 


picking up their bills.” Boris has said 
that he does “not recognise” these 
comments as his own - which may or 
not be deliberately ambiguous. 

Anyone who knows the man himself 
- or even anyone who was a regular 
reader of his columns - would find this 
account of what he actually thought at 
the time to be plausible. 

So is that the real story? Was there 
serious, heated disagreement in 
government about the consequences 
of the Covid strategy in which Rishi 
Sunak and other powerful Cabinet 
members overrode the views of the 
prime minister who tried to warn of 
the dangers? 

And now that the full cost (in every 
sense) of that policy is becoming clear, 
are those figures - many of whom are 
still serving alongside Mr Sunak in 
Cabinet - terrified by the prospect of 
being exposed as implacable 
supporters of lockdown? 

Clearly this briefing war will now be 
to the death. So let’s move on a bit from 
the political mud fight and ask a 
question that Mr Johnson, an admirer 
of Winston Churchill’s wartime 
leadership, might have been 
pondering: why does the aftermath of 
the pandemic lockdown seem to be so 
very different from the sense of 
liberation that followed the end of the 
Second World War? 

There now seems to be an actual 
resistance to resuming what were once 
the normal expectations of work and 
social life after the imposed 
restrictions of the emergency. 

Freedom and personal 
independence have been legally 
restored, but an awful lot of people are 
refusing the offer. There is very little 
sign of the post-war euphoria that 


produced a baby boom anda renewed 
sense of national optimism. 

It is true that the country’s political 
settlement was permanently changed 
by the privations and sacrifices of war 
which had been inflicted on ordinary 
people. The creation of the welfare 
state and the National Health Service 
were quite explicit expressions of that 
sense of responsibility to a population 
that had coped courageously with the 
Blitz at home and the loss of a huge 


cohort of its young men on foreign soil. 


That new project - which was nothing 
less than a reconstruction of the 
purpose of government - was part of 
the sense of historic revival which was 
such a feature of the times. 


After the blackouts ended, 
people were not fearful of 
going out at night, or 
resuming relationships 


No one who talks of that period, so 
far as I know, conveys any suggestion 
that the wartime limits on traditional 
freedoms and the extraordinary 
curtailing of everyday life, which 
persisted longer than the Covid 
lockdowns, created a crisis of attitude 
- what we would now call a “mental 
health epidemic”. After the blackouts 
finished, people were not fearful of 
going out at night nor did they hesitate 
to resume their personal lives and 
relationships. Indeed they resumed 
them with considerable gusto - hence 
the baby boom. If anything, there was 
a strong sense of wanting to make up 
for lost time. 

So what is going on now? Why 
should people who are once again free 


to lead full and productive lives 
apparently be unwilling to do so? 

To begin with, we have to accept 
that a good deal of this reluctance is 
sincere: there may be some selfishness 
and benefit scrounging, but Iam sure 
that much of the reported anxiety and 
depression preventing the resumption 
of normal activity is actually genuine. 

Embracing economic and social 
freedom requires confidence, 
resilience and adaptability, and the 
measures taken during the pandemic 
were much more psychologically 
damaging and intrusive than the 
wartime restrictions. No one was told 
during the Blitz that they could not see 
their friends, hug their elderly parents, 
or have a sexual relationship with 
someone outside their household. 
They were not reported to the police if 
they met with more than six people. In 
fact, the wartime experience was a 
time of intense communality when 
strangers shared bomb shelters and 
neighbours became extended family. 
The risk to life was made endurable by 
those bonds of affection and trust that 
were manifest in every community. 

The interventions of the state during 
Covid were quite different. They were 
unprecedentedly inhuman, reaching 
into the most personal areas of life. 
Along with the sinister propaganda 
that reinforced them, and as we now 
learn, the systematic suppression of 
dissent - they seemed deliberately 
designed to be psychologically 
destabilising: isolate people and then, 
as the minister said, “scare the wits out 
of them”. Where the wartime 
experience had given people more 
responsibility, the pandemic made 
them feel helpless. Maybe Boris really 
did see this coming. 


My father 
died earlier 
this year. It 
has brought 
home the 
iniquity of 
this envious 
levy on 
aspiration 


DANIEL JOHNSON 


The death tax is not just bad economics, it’s immoral 


enjamin Franklin declared: “In 

this world nothing can be said to 

be certain, except death and 
taxes.” Perhaps because it unites these 
two unpalatable facts, inheritance tax 
(IHT) is the most loathed of all the 
levies of Leviathan. 

Having lost my father earlier this 
year, Iam especially conscious of the 
iniquities of the fiscal maze in which 
the recently bereaved find themselves. 
An industry has grown up around IHT, 
one of the most complex of all taxes. 

IHT is a form of double or even 
triple taxation. It is imposed on an 
estate that has already been taxed in 
the lifetime of the deceased. 

It offends against natural justice for 
HMRC to demand nearly half of the 
value of an inheritance, forcing 
children to sella home or heirlooms. 

The death tax is the brainchild ofa 


Victorian philosopher and economist 
of impeccably liberal credentials John 
Stuart Mill. It was he who first 
distinguished between “earned” and 
“unearned” income. Not content with 
punitive taxes on investments and 
rents, Mill argued in favour of “a heavy 
graduated succession duty on all 
inheritances exceeding that moderate 
amount, which is sufficient to aid but 
not to supersede personal exertion”. 

Note the caveat: even Mill thought 
“moderate” inheritances should be 
exempt. His aim was to break up the 
great landed estates, not to fleece the 
middle classes on whose thrift and toil 
the nation’s fortunes depend. 

Today the natural desire of 
every parent to leave something 
to their children is impeded by a 
tax that potentially affects almost 
any homeowner in the more 


prosperous parts of the country. 

That desire of one generation to help 
the next ought to be encouraged, not 
penalised. The young aspire to own 
their own home; an inheritance may 
enable their parents to make it happen. 
IHT isa tax on aspiration. 

Mill’s utilitarian argument that 
inherited wealth removes the 
incentive to work is still echoed. Only 
last week The Economists Emma 
Duncan explained, less elegantly than 
Mill, that “those who have inherited 
lots of dosh subside into a dull 
dependency on it”. 

This flawed argument negates the 
very individual liberty for the defence 
of which Mill is justly famous. The 
legacy that one person may abuse as a 
meal ticket for life, another will use to 
found a business, to help their children 
or devote to charity. 
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It is not for government to tell us 
how we should use property that our 
families have bequeathed, still less to 
confiscate it for its own purposes. 
There is something profoundly 
illiberal about such a usurpation. 

The tax’s defenders argue that the 
rising value of property over a lifetime 
creates an unmerited windfall. Yet any 
homeowner knows that property 
requires hard work to maintain. 

A home, for those fortunate enough 
to inherit one, is more than just a 
dwelling or an asset. It is a unique 
repository of happy memories, a 
treasury of the familiar. 

Not every family will want to 
preserve such continuity between 
generations, but the choice should 
be theirs, not the state’s. In recognition 
of this fact, agricultural property 
is already exempt from IHT. Why 


not extend that rural exemption? 

Politics revolves around the opposite 
poles of liberty and equality. 
Inheritance is assumed to be 
associated with inequality, though 
countries that dispense with death 
taxes - Australia, for instance, or Israel 
-are no more unequal than the UK. 
But the defects of death taxes highlight 
the case for freedom. 

The moral case against the death tax 
is a conservative one. Edmund Burke 
saw society as a contract “between 
those who are dead, those who are 
living, and those who are to be born”. 

It cannot be right to break that 
contract by arbitrarily interrupting the 
legitimate transmission of property. 
For the sake of the individual, the 
family and society, let the tax collector 
leave those who long to endow 
posterity in peace. 
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DANIEL HANNAN 


Cut taxes and trust people to choose: what the 
earn from Madrid's election winner 


Tories can 


Socialist 
parties 
throughout 
Europe are 
being 
eviscerated. 
Labour is 
the one 
exception. 
Why should 
Britain be 
different? 


eir Starmer is swimming 
K against the European current. 

Across the continent, 
traditional parties of the Left have 
been wiped out. The Dutch Labour 
Party won 5.7 per cent at the last 
election, the French Socialist Party 
1.8 per cent in the presidential 
election. Only in Scandinavia and 
Iberia have parties of the mainstream 
Left clung on. And even that is about 
to change, with Spain set to give its 
socialists a brutal clubbing. 

Before we get to Spain, though, itis 
worth delving into why the old Left 
has seen its support collapse. It has to 
do mainly with changing work 
patterns. I don’t expect my children 
to have “a job” as we understood that 
word in the 20th century. Rather, 
they will go through life constantly 
reskilling, freelancing and adapting 
as technology accelerates. 

Artificial intelligence won’t make 
us redundant; that claim has been 
made of every advance in 
mechanisation since the industrial 
revolution, yet the number of people 
in work keeps rising. What it will 
do is diversify the employment 
market even more. When machines 
take on our old tasks, they free us up 
to find niches that no one had 
previously imagined. 

In such a world, parties linked 
to mass industrialised workforces 
look not so much old-fashioned as 
cultish. The structures, slogans and 
symbols of syndicalist struggle 
seem to belong, quite literally, to 
another century. 

Each country has its own story, of 
course. But it is hard to ignore the 
aggregate shift. Until 1999, the Party 
of European Socialists, the bloc in the 
European Parliament that brings 
together social democratic and 
labour parties from EU states, had a 
permanent majority. That year, the 
year I became an MFP, it lost, sliding 
from 34.2 per cent of the seats to 29.4. 
At all but one subsequent election 
- where it flatlined - the group has 
slipped further, falling to 20.5 per 
cent in 2019. 

Tellingly, Tony Blair could never 
bring himself to pronounce its name. 
Knowing how electorally toxic the 
word “socialist” was, he referred to 
it incorrectly as “the European 
Labour group”. Perhaps that is why, 
of the eight leaders Labour has gone 
through over the past 45 years, 

Blair is the only one to have won a 
general election. 

Spain looked like a place where the 
old enchantments still held a little of 
their magic. Its prime minister, the 
handsome and well-spoken Pedro 
Sánchez, was one of the last socialists 


to be found at EU summits. His party, 
PSOE, was properly old-guard, with 
May Day rallies, strong trade union 
links and a history of class struggle. 

But PSOE has just lost Spain’s 
regional elections so badly that 
Sánchez felt impelled to dissolve the 
Cortes. His cheerleaders hail it as an 
audacious move by a clever strategist, 
but I’m not buying. The reason 
Sanchez became PM was that he was 
willing to do something that no 
previous PSOE leader had considered 
acceptable, working with the heirs of 
the Basque terrorist movement to 
bring down a conservative leader. 

He then presided over a coalition 
of separatists and Left-wing 
extremists; precisely the kind of 
wacky alliance, in fact, that Starmer 
might end up leading here. Almost 
immediately, he started losing 
elections -in Galicia, Madrid, Old 
Castile, Andalusia and, now, the 
whole country. 

Sanchez has not brought forward 
the general election as a clever tactic, 
but because he would otherwise be 
slung out by a party that has lost 
control of parts of the country that it 
had held continuously since Franco's 


If there is a lesson from 
Spain’s local elections, it 
is that voters don’t much 
care about accusations 
of extremism 


death - which, Spain being Spain, 
means that an awful lot of socialists 
are about to lose their sinecures and 
subsidies. 

No, our Labour Party will find 
scant comfort in what is happening 
across the Pyrenees. But our 
Conservative Party might learna 
thing or two. 

Ispent most of this week in 
Madrid, where I carried out some 
unscientific polling. Spanish people 
are easier to engage in conversation 
than Brits, because they don’t avoid 
eye contact. So, in shops, in cafés and 
in queues (which Spaniards are much 
better at than they used to be) I would 
ask about the coming election. 

Some things are immediately 
striking to the British observer. First, 
young people are not monolithically 
Left-wing. Indeed, many of them 
support Vox, the party that overseas 
commentators almost always 
describe as far-Right. 

Second (and this has a lot to do 
with the first), Spain is not nearly as 
woke as the Anglosphere. Yes, it has 
its lapses - one of the things that the 


opposition held against Sanchez was 
his support for a gender self- 
identification law like the one Nicola 
Sturgeon backed - but not speaking 
English turns out to be a welcome 
barrier against the worst forms of 
American identity politics. 

Third, the Right is winning cities. 
Our last election saw Labour secure 
its worst result since 1935, yet the 
party still held Bristol, Cardiff, Leeds, 
Leicester, Manchester, Newcastle, all 
of Liverpool’s 14 constituencies and 
two thirds of London’s 73. Spain’s 
local elections, by contrast, saw 
advances for Vox in every city except 
Madrid, where the traditional 


The proudly 
Right-wing Isabel 
Diaz Ayuso is 
winning the vote 
in Spain’s capital 
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conservative party, the Partido 
Popular (PP), extended its already 
impressive majority. 

It is here, I think, that our Tories 
have the most to learn. The head of 
Madrid’s regional government is the 
unapologetically Thatcherite Isabel 
Diaz Ayuso. If the PP had had the 
sense to make her its national leader 
last year, it would now be sweeping 
the board. 

Spain had a bad pandemic, 
combining a strict lockdown witha 
high death rate. But Ayuso kept 
Madrid open, campaigning under the 
one-word slogan Libertad. She went 
on to cut taxes and give people more 


choice over which schools and 
hospitals to use. Her most recent 
campaign was launched in the 
bullring. Madrilenos repaid her with 
an absolute majority. 

All that the Left can do in response 
- beyond unleashing the personal 
abuse that female conservatives 
always seem to attract - is to accuse 
her of being too close to Vox and, by 
implication, an extremist. 

That incantation, too, is losing its 
power. Unlike some populist parties 
in Europe, Vox has always been 
economically liberal, championing 
free enterprise and free competition 
as well as free speech and free 
association. Yes, its hostility to 
separatism is very strong, but it 
weaves that policy into its wider 
dislike of wokery, arguing that it 
wants to restore equal citizenship 
as the primary basis of identity. In 
any case, unionism is a popular cause 
in Spain. 

PSOE accuses Rightists of being 
nostalgic for the Franco years. But, in 
acountry where you need to be well 
into your 50s to remember the old 
brute, that accusation no longer 
holds force. Rather as the only Brits 


Vox has always been 
economically liberal, 
championing free 
enterprise and free 
competition 


who bang on about imperial nostalgia 
are Remainers, so the only Spaniards 
who keep referring to the 
dictatorship are Leftists. 

If calling your enemies fachas 
|, doesn’t work any more, what does? 
6 The old infrastructure of organised 


~ 2 labour has gone. Wokery in its various 


E forms - racial, gender-based or 
 sexuality-based - is unpopular. 

= Greenery has a certain appeal but, as 
the sheer expense of net zero becomes 
clear, voters want it toned down. 

The strongest argument for the 
Left is the unpopularity of the other 
side. Since 2004, when José Maria 
Aznar stood down, the PP has been 
seen by many ofits supporters as a 
milk-and-water alternative to the 
socialists, who made all the running. 
That is why Vox came into existence 
in the first place. 

If there is a lesson from Spain’s 
local elections, it is that voters don’t 
much care about accusations of 
extremism. But they do care about 
rising taxes and rising prices. When 
Rightist parties are trusted on those 
issues, the Left has nothing left. 
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Bring Iran’s Mullahs to 
justice for the Evin massacre 


The case 
against 
those 
responsible 
for the 
hanging and 
shooting of 
hundreds of 
young 
women in 
1988 must 
come to 
court now 
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hose who like to consider the 
| worst way to die - for 

Montaigne, it was to be hanged 
on piano wire; for Orwell, to be eaten 
by rats - need not rack their 
imagination any longer. It was 
allegedly inflicted on young women in 
Evin prison and elsewhere in Iran in 
1988. First came the death sentence, 
then, according to some accounts, 
forced marriage and rape just before 
being hanged or shot, in order to deny 
them the fast track to heaven accorded 
to virgins in the Mullahs’ warped 
theology. When I investigated these 
prison massacres some years ago, I 
heard of this horrific allegation but 
dismissed it for lack of evidence. But I 
believe there is good reason to return 
to them now. 

Many thousands of imprisoned 
oppositionists were killed at this time 
by order (a fatwa) of Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini. Many were 
students, sentenced years before for 
minor political crimes like 
participating in demonstrations or 
handing out leaflets. Ebrahim Raisi, 
now president of Iran, is believed to 
have sat on a “death committee”, which 
sentenced them to death without a 
trial as “mohareb” (enemies of God) for 
allegiance to groups that opposed the 
state or its religion. The whole episode 
reflects the contempt that women still 
face in Iran, as its vicious morality 
police have recently demonstrated. 

There cannot be much doubt that 
Raisi knew of these stomach-turning 
practices. Knowledge can also be 
imputed to Ali Khamenei, president at 
the time and now Supreme Leader of 
the Islamic Republic. Of course, this 
was just the worst part of a colossal 
crime against humanity as many 
thousands of political prisoners were 
put to death. Their bodies were 
allegedly stacked in refrigerated 
lorries and buried secretly in a mass 
grave in Tehran’s cemeteries, where 
even today parents and relatives of the 
victims are not able to mourn them. 

Iran has gone to extraordinary 


lengths to cover up the crime. When 
some news of it leaked at the time, a 
naive international agency rapporteur 
was welcomed to Evin with a brass 
band, where schooled prisoners 
pretended they were well-treated. It 
was only years later, with the 
publication of the diaries of a senior 
Mullah who reprimanded the death 
committee during their work at Evin, 
that the truth began to come out, but 
not about the fate of the women who 
were allegedly raped before execution. 
The diaries also included a copy of the 
merciless fatwa issued by the Ayatollah 
in fury at having to sign a truce in the 
war with Iraq. 

There is little prospect of bringing 
the perpetrators to justice while the 
Mullahs, whose cruel sexist beliefs 
contributed to the insupportable 
treatment of the female prisoners, 
remain in power. One perpetrator who 
ventured overseas was caught in 
Sweden and last year sentenced to life 
imprisonment. No doubt the Iranians 
are looking for a Swede they can falsely 
accuse of espionage in order to swap 
for him. Belgium recently succumbed 
to Iranian blackmail and freed a 
diplomat sentenced to 20 years for 
planning a thwarted bomb attack 
against an exiled Iranian opposition 
group. He was swapped for a Belgian 
aid worker, sentenced in Iran for 
“espionage”. 

Given the impunity of the Mullahs, 
the best that can be done is to expose 
the extent of their crimes as an 
indication of the barbarity of which 
their government is capable - if, for 
example, they possess a nuclear bomb. 
We know how Hitler had the 
Stauffenberg plotters hanged with 
piano wire and how he gloated over a 
film of their death agonies. We did not 
know, until recently, how a depraved 
regime put hundreds of young women 
to the worst of deaths. 


Geoffrey Robertson KC is founding head 
of Doughty Street Chambers and the 
author of Mullahs Without Mercy’ 


RICHARD KEMP 


The private armies Putin has unleashed 
on Ukraine may lead to his downfall 


Russia is 
increasingly 
reliant on 
militias who 
are loyal to 
their own 
leaders. This 
is dangerous 
for any 
regime 
—and could 
be the 
dictator's 
undoing 
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could lead to violent turmoil 

across Russia and the regime’s 
end. In recent weeks we have seen 
humiliating drone strikes against 
Moscow, in the Bryansk and 
Klimovsky regions, Krasnodar district 
and Belgorod city. There has been 
shelling of the Belgorod region, 
intensified this week and forcing the 
evacuation of thousands of people. 

Ina major blow to Putin’s authority 
earlier in May, the Russian Volunteer 
Corps and Freedom of Russia Legion 
launched a two-day raid across the 
Ukrainian border into Belgorod. This 
was followed in the past few days by an 
even more powerful ground operation. 
The Russian MoD reported that on 
Thursday, two motorised infantry 
companies with tanks were attacking 
again in Belgorod, four miles from the 
border with Ukraine. It had to use 
fighter jets and artillery on its own 
soil to counter them. 

These attacks are hugely significant: 
they represent the first external 
military ground offensive on to 
mainland Russian territory since the 
Second World War. They might well 
have consequences to match. 

Despite Kyiv’s denials that it was 
involved in either of the Belgorod 
raids, the intention now may be to sow 
panic inside Russia, forcing Moscow to 
pull forces away from the front line as 
the Ukrainian counter-offensive builds. 
If such raids continue they could have 
amore fundamental effect, perhaps 
creating even greater discontent 
among the people in the border 
regions who have already suffered 
more than most Russian civilians from 
Putin’s war. Taken together with the 
failures so far of the Russian army and 
the growing harm to the country’s 
economy, this could set off a chain 
reaction that spreads to Moscow itself. 

Putin, once thought of as a strategic 
genius, has unwittingly prepared the 
ground for what might follow. As he 
sought to privatise recruitment to fuel 
his war rather than impose another 


P utin’s misadventures in Ukraine 


wave of forced mobilisation, private 
armies have snowballed. The biggest is 
Wagner, active in Ukraine since 2014 
and now grown into a monster. Hot on 
its heels is Kadyrovtsy, the private 
army of infamous Chechen leader 
Ramzan Kadyrov. It is a large force 
notorious for brutal war crimes in 
Ukraine and about to return to 
front-line combat there. 

Many other private armies have 
been set up by former military officers, 
often made up of ex-servicemen, 
funded, equipped and trained by state 
resources. Remarkably to the non- 
Russian mind, even defence minister 
Sergei Shoigu has one of his own, 
Patriot. There are corporate militias as 
well, such as that belonging to the 
energy giant Gazprom, which has 
battalions fighting at the front. 

Oligarchs including Gennady 


These attacks represent 
the first external military 
ground offensive on to 
Russian territory since the 
Second World War 


Timchenko and Oleg Deripaska have 
created their own combat units or 
attached themselves to existing private 
military companies. Tellingly, as 
Wagner boss Yevgeny Prigozhin 
himself remarked: “Everyone is saying 
that there will be a power struggle at 
some point, and everyone needs their 
own army” 

The Kremlin has also instructed 
authorities in each region to create 
their own volunteer battalions to fight 
in Ukraine, with allegiance to the local 
leadership rather than Moscow. Some 
of these men will return home 
disillusioned and embittered. 

Putin sees these armies as 
instruments to consolidate his own 
power and that of the Russian state, 
not as political players in their own 
right. But when the chips are down he 


may not be able to call the shots. 
Prigozhin, for example, is a politically 
ambitious and volatile man. Although 
he has declared war on the general 
staff and Moscow’s “elites”, he has 
remained loyal to Putin. It might not 
take much for that to change. He is 
unlikely to balk at using the forces at 
his disposal to manoeuvre for power 
and influence when he feels the 

time is right. 

Following Bakhmut, Prigozhin’s 
militia is now pulling back from the 
front line to its bases across Russia. 
That leaves a large group of armed, 
battle-hardened men, including many 
convicted criminals, at their leader’s 
command and poised for the fray. 

Alongside - or opposed to them - are 
many others, not just the private 
military companies and regional 
battalions, but also the plethora of 
armed organs of the government, 
including the FSB, GRU and Defence 
Ministry. Then there is the army itself, 
whose ranks include large numbers of 
abused, humiliated and disaffected 
soldiers, commanders and even 
generals. If Putin cannot repel the 
growing threats to his own homeland 
and at the same time secure some kind 
of victory in Ukraine, it is possible to 
envisage the Russian establishment 
falling apart into a violent mélée of 
opposing armed camps. 

Perhaps we should not wish this 
bleak fate on the people of the Russian 
Federation, but we should certainly 
wish to see the back of their current 
leadership with the industrialised 
murder, mayhem and misery they have 
inflicted and, given the chance, will 
continue to inflict. If that is hastened 
by cross-border raids, artillery 
barrages and drone strikes we, like 
Ukraine, should welcome them, rather 
than, like the hand-wringing Joe 
Biden, deplore them. At least our 
Foreign Secretary, James Cleverly, has 
the resolve to make clear his support 
for Ukraine’s right to defend itself by 
hitting out against the Russian 
aggressors beyond its borders. 
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Avideo released by 
the Russian 
Defence Ministry 
Press Service 
shows a damaged 
armoured vehicle 
after fighting in 
Russia's Belgorod 
region on May 23 


I 


Why Ukraine has 
launched a shadow war in 
Russia — and risked Putin's 
ultimate vengeance 


The aftermath of a 
purported 
helicopter attack on 
a fuel depot in 
Belgorod in April 
2022. Ukrainian 
officials denied that 
Kyiv was 
responsible 
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As Zelensky’s troops have grown bolder in their efforts to combat the enemy beyond their border, 
Lewis Page asks what it would realistically take to allow them to claim victory over the Russians 


ecent events suggest that 
Ukraine is fighting a deniable 


shadow war on Russian territory. 


It’s true: and in fact this war began 
almost as soon as Russia invaded 
Ukraine. 

Reporting in Russia is subject to 
state control, but it’s difficult to keep 
people from noticing events such as 
large fires and explosions. Within 
weeks of Russian troops crossing into 
Ukraine, such fires were raging and 
things were exploding on the Russian 
side of the border. As early as April 
2022, Ukrainian officials were denying 
that Kyiv was responsible for a 
fuel-depot blaze near Belgorod, and 
suggesting that Russian separatists 
seeking to establish a “People’s 
Republic of Belgorod” might have 
started the conflagration. 

Later that month the Russian 
border provinces of Belgorod, 
Bryansk, Kursk and Voronezh all 
raised their terror alert status. 
Explosions, fires and power cuts 
began to ravage the border region. 

As the summer arrived, Russia gave 
up on its disastrous attempts to take 
Kyiv and Kharkiv, and pulled its 
troops back onto its own territory all 


along the northern border. The 
defeated Russian forces mostly 
redeployed to the south to reinforce 
the invasion there. 

This left more than 600 miles of 
Russia-Ukraine border, from Luhansk 
all the way up to Belarus, only very 
lightly defended by the Russians. It 
has been somewhat fortified, and is 
increasingly defended by minefields 
and patrolled by drones, but it 
remains permeable. 

Ever since Russia retreated, its 
border provinces have been ablaze. 
The destruction is almost always 
reported in Russian media as being the 
results of cross-border shelling or 
airstrikes: but it is clear that there are 
teams of saboteurs operating across 
the border too. 

It also seems plausible that there are 
at least some Ukrainian covert 
operatives and/or disaffected Russians 
working from inside the Motherland. 
There has been sabotage in the railway 
systems of both Belarus and Russia. So- 
called “mystery fires” have been 
breaking out in Russia since the 
invasion, often far from the border 
areas. The Russian aerospace force 
research institute in Tver, northwest of 


Moscow, was gutted by fire in April 
2022, with a number of people killed. 
Another massive fire broke out the 
next day at an aerospace park, also 
near Moscow, and the following month 
there were fires and explosions in 
Moscow itself. In August, a Moscow 
car bombing killed Darya Dugina, 
daughter of Russian ultra-nationalist 
philosopher Alexander Dugin, an 
important Putin ally. 

The mystery fires have kept on 
burning ever since. 

Meanwhile back on the border the 
Ukrainians have grown steadily bolder. 
This March, reports made it into the 
Russian media of saboteurs in Bryansk 
not merely planting explosives or 
starting fires, but engaging in gun 
battles with local law enforcement and 
“Rosgvardia” internal-security troops, 
and taking hostages. The shadow war 
was getting hotter. 

What’s the aim of all this? 

The somewhat-deniable struggle 
inside Russia is strategically vital to the 
Ukrainians: it is designed to convince 
Putin to pull troops from the full-on 
war in southeastern Ukraine. 

Success in this is probably a vital 
precondition for the long-discussed 


Ukrainian counter-offensive this year. 
It’s fairly well known that Volodymyr 
Zelensky and his generals, showing 
“nerves of steel” as one senior US 
officer recently put it, have managed to 
assemble a large striking force held in 
reserve. The Ukrainian high command 
has resisted the temptation to pour in 
reinforcements during heavy fighting 
in Bakhmut and elsewhere, and has 
built up an uncommitted force of as 
many as 20 heavy brigades. 

This Ukrainian force is well armed 
with Western tanks and other 
powerful weapons. It has well-trained 
and battle-hardened troops, who know 
they are fighting to free their fellow 
countrymen from the now well-known 
horrors of Russian occupation: random 
murder, rape, torture and mass 
disappearance into the gulags. The 
strike force troops have had a break 
from the meat grinder combat of the 
front lines and will be motivated and 
ready to fight. 

But they have a problem. The 
western battle front is now along the 
lower Dnipro river, a major obstacle 
that is often many miles wide: 
essentially impassable for a swift- 
moving armoured attack. 


The eastern front 30 miles south of 
Donetsk is also problematic as behind 
it lies the Russian border, where the 
Ukrainians have to stop but the 
Russians don’t. 

The Ukrainian attack more or less 
has to come somewhere between 
Zaporizhzhia and Donetsk, against the 
so-called “land bridge”, where a 
penetration of less than 60 miles 
would see the Ukrainian tanks on the 
shores of the Azov Sea. If they could 
achieve that, they would have cut off 
the entire western half of the Russian 
invasion forces from almost all support 
other than that coming across the 
Kerch bridges to Crimea. The 
Ukrainians have managed to hit those 
bridges once already. 

It would be a game-changing stroke, 
if it could be pulled off. The trouble is 
that the Russians can read a map too 
and the relevant section of front is 
barely 100 miles long. Satellite photos 
show that the Russians have 
constructed several massive lines of 
fortifications there, and it’s obvious 
that Russian troops and artillery will 
be heavily concentrated in that area. 

Breaching those lines will not be 
easy. To have any chance of success, 


the Ukrainians desperately need to 
draw every possible Russian soldier 
and piece of equipment they can out of 
the land bridge. 

They may well be able to do that 
because Russia appears to have no 
strategic reserves. 

“We now estimate 97 per cent of the 
Russian army, the whole Russian 
Army, is in Ukraine,” UK Defence 
Secretary Ben Wallace told the BBC in 
February. 

If Russia needs troops somewhere 
else, it will have to pull all or most of 
them from the battlefront in Ukraine, 
which will probably mean at least 
some soldiers and equipment coming 
from the defence of the land bridge. 

This is why the Ukrainians are so 
keen to create an impression that the 
exposed 600-plus miles of border to 
the north and east, along the Russian 
border provinces of Belgorod, Kursk 
and Bryansk, needs to be defended by 
something more substantial than the 
FSB and the Rosgvardia. 

Last month Belgorod province was 
invaded by a small force of armoured 
vehicles from Ukraine who occupied 
parts of the province for a couple of 
days. The invaders claimed to be from 
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the Russian Volunteer Corps and the 
Freedom of Russia Legion, not from 
the Ukrainian armed forces. These 
groups were said to be made up of 
Russians opposed to Vladimir Putin. 
Ukrainian presidential aide Mykhailo 
Podolyak said that they had acted of 
their own initiative. 

It did appear that the Freedom of 
Russia Legion at least had some 
friends in Russia - or perhaps friends 
of friends - as during their incursion 
they posted videos of white-blue- 
white Russian opposition flags 
attached to balloons soaring into the 
skies above Moscow. The Legion 
uses the flag, as do anti-war 
protesters in Russia, and it is often 
taken as a symbol of opposition to 
the Putin regime. 

Questioned as to where the 
supposed freedom fighters had got 
their heavy equipment, Podolyak 
cheekily answered: “As you know, 
tanks are sold at any Russian military 
store.” 

This was widely taken as a riff on 
Vladimir Putin’s remarks in 2014, 
when “little green men” wearing 
Russian uniforms without insignia 
were prominent in the seizure of 
Crimea. The Kremlin’s line then was 
that these were local citizens who 
wanted to be part of Russia, not 
invading Russian troops. Putin said at 
the time: “You can go toa store and 
buy any kind of uniform.” 

Ukrainians have again been talking 
about a “Belgorod People’s Republic”, 
referring to Russian annexation of 
Ukraine’s eastern Donetsk and 
Luhansk in 2014, when militias - often 
oddly heavily equipped, rather like 
the forces which mounted the 
Belgorod incursions - unilaterally 
declared independent “people's 
republics” there. 

Ukraine’s own militias were back 
across the border in Belgorod again 
late last week, according to the 
Russians, in strength “comprising up 
to two motorised infantry companies, 
reinforced with tanks”. 

Meanwhile on Monday night things 
moved up a gear. Explosions rocked 
Moscow as a fleet of drones attacked 
the city. The Russians claimed eight 
aircraft were involved, five of which 
were destroyed by Pantsir-S air- 
defence missiles and three by 
electronic warfare. Well-connected 
Russian sources on social media said 
there had been 30 or more drones, 
and Muscovites told reporters of 
dozens of explosions. 

At least some of the attacking 
drones could definitely have come all 
the way from Ukraine. Among the 
fleet were UJ-22s made by Ukrainian 
firm Ukrjet. The UJ-22 is basically an 
ordinary petrol-engined light aircraft 
with drone controls: it could have 
flown from the Ukrainian border to 
Moscow in around four hours. 

Russian official announcements 
were at pains to state that Moscow’s 
air defences had worked well, though 
Putin admitted there were problems. 


If Russia needs 
troops elsewhere, 
it will have to pull 
all or most of them 
from the battle- 
front in Ukraine 


“In general, it’s clear what needs to 
be done to increase the density of the 
capital’s air defence systems,” he said. 
“And we will do just that.” 

The fact is that the attack was a 
horrifying embarrassment for the VKS, 
the Russian Aerospace Forces. Moscow 
is supposed to have the best and 
strongest air defences in Russia. When 
the vaunted new S-500 air defence 
missile came into service in 2021, the 
first regiment to get it was one 
assigned to protecting Moscow. 

The S-500 and the preceding S-400 
and S-300 are heavy, long-ranging 
systems designed to knock down aerial 
attackers at ranges of hundreds of 
kilometres. Their presence in any 
given place is often said to provide 
“Anti-Access/Area Denial” (A2/AD): it’s 
often suggested that S-300s and 
S-4.00s based in Kaliningrad, for 
instance, could prevent Nato air 
operations anywhere above Poland or 
the Baltics. 

Russian state-owned news agency 
Tass has boasted: “The S-500 air 
defence system is designed to defeat all 
possible means of air and space attack 
by a potential enemy across the entire 
range of heights and speeds.” 

A lot of doubt has now been cast on 
these ideas. Evidently there is some 
combination of height and speed, one 
achievable by a simple petrol-engined 
light aeroplane - an aircraft only a little 
faster than a car - that the S-500 and its 
earlier versions cannot cope with. Only 


A picture posted on 
April 20 this year on 
the official Telegram 
account of 
Vyacheslav 
Gladkov, governor 
of Belgorod, shows 
damage after an 
explosion in the city 


if the big missiles fail to bring down a 
target does the Pantsir, a last ditch 
“point defence” weapon, come into 
play: and even by the Russians’ 
account, the only missile able to 
engage the attacking drones was the 
Pantsir. 

It has turned out in the defence of 
Kyiv that American-made Patriot 
heavy interceptors work well. It has 
turned out in the defence of Moscow 
that Russia’s mighty S-500 probably 
couldn’t stop a First World War 
biplane. 

That’s being harsh in some ways. 
The Pantsir was actually built 
specifically because it was known that 
the S-300s and later would struggle to 
defeat low-flying attackers, no matter 
what Tass might claim. This is because 
of the curvature of the Earth: a ground 
radar will not be able to detect a 
low-flying attacker until it comes 
above the horizon at say 30 miles. 
Thus the Pantsir was built in large 
part for the purpose of defending 
S-300 and above installations against 
things like attacking cruise missiles or 
low-flying jets. 

Nonetheless this remains an almost 
unbelievably poor performance by the 
VKS. It should only have taken a dozen 
S-500 radars to provide overlapping 
encirclement of Moscow and detect 
incoming drones even at low level 
while still far from the capital. 

A proper air defence effort, indeed, 
would have seen at least one Beriev 
A-50 airborne radar plane high above 
the city, giving it a horizon hundreds of 
miles away. This could spot inbound 
drones and pass the targets to S-400 
and S-500 batteries even if their own 
radars could not see the intruders. 
Some types of S-4.00 missile are 
supposed to be able to engage targets 
over the horizon from the launching 
battery using their own radar homing 
heads. The Russians have publicly 
claimed that one such type has a 90 
per cent chance of knocking down 
even a fast, highly manoeuvrable jet 
aircraft in these circumstances. 
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In the event, even defending 
Moscow itself, this technology had a 
zero per cent success rate against the 
slowest kind of aeroplane there is, 
which was not manoeuvring at all. 

Meanwhile, either the Beriev 
doesn’t work or none were available. 
That’s not a huge surprise as it’s 
thought that Russia only has nine 
A-50s in service. This has been 
suggested as a reason for the Russians’ 
poor air performance above Ukraine: 
that the Berievs were being kept back 
for air defence of the homeland. It now 
turns out that they aren’t available or 
effective for that either. 

That aside, it’s also becoming clearer 
and clearer that the bold boasts of the 
Russians regarding their heavy anti-air 
missiles are not to be taken seriously, 
as with so much of their military. 

So much for baseless Western fears 
of A2/AD in the Baltic. 

However, key questions remain 
unanswered. 

Is Ukraine’s shadow war working? 
How much have the Belgorod 
incursions and the Moscow drone 
attacks actually changed the picture? 
Will Putin and his current Ukraine war 
commander, Valery Gerasimov, pull 
troops and equipment out of the land 
bridge and put them on the northern 
border? Will they bring back Pantsirs 
from the front to the Moscow defences, 
as Putin suggests? 

Bluntly, probably not, if they’re 
smart. They know that Ukraine cannot 
mount any major combat action across 
the border. Yes, it can send a handful of 
tanks: it probably still has some of its 
own original Soviet-made armour, and 
quite a lot more captured from the 
Russians. Such equipment can be 
deployed without breaking the 
agreements it has made with Western 
suppliers. 

But most Ukrainian artillery is now 
Western-supplied and, crucially, most 
of its remaining artillery shells will be 
Western by now. All of its long-range 
precision artillery is Western, and the 
great bulk of its air defence weaponry. 


Ukraine’s hands are tied by its 
Western allies: it cannot operate 
seriously on Russian soil. Gerasimov 
and Putin can safely ignore pinpricks 
and raids along the border. They pose 
no military threat. Broken windows 
in Moscow are even less significant, 
militarily. 

Nonetheless the shadow war 
might have a political effect. There is 
the hope, expressed by many, that 
internal pressure on Putin will build 
as a result of Ukraine’s actions: that 
the border provinces will demand 
effective defence, that pampered 
Muscovites will want a proper air 
umbrella. 

But Russia is not a democracy. 
Putin and Gerasimov look set to sit 
tight and wait for the Ukrainians to 
charge into their carefully-prepared 
killing ground. 

Zelensky and his generals, if 
they’re smart, will not do that: or 
not ina hurry anyway. They’ll keep 
up their shadow war, hoping to 
build pressure on Putin and “shape 
the battle” more to their liking. 
They’ll hope for more Western 
support: just a few key weapons, 
first among them the US-made 
ATACMS long-range precision 
missile, could win the war for them 
-or at least the battle for the land 
bridge, which would be a big step in 
that direction. Poland has the 
ATACMS, and would probably only 
need US permission to send it. 


There is hope that 
internal pressure 
on Putin will build 
due to Ukraine's 
actions. But Russia 
is not ademocracy 


The one thing that might force 
Zelensky’s hand would be the prospect 
of a Donald Trump return to the White 
House in 2024. That might mean less 
US support or none at all unless 
Ukraine accepted terms agreed 
between Trump and Putin, which 
would probably look like defeat to 
Ukrainian eyes. A Trump win in 2024 
might compel Zelensky to attack even 
against the odds. 

Indeed, Zelensky’s war is already 
being controlled largely from 
Washington. It is the US insistence that 
Ukraine cannot use American weapons 
against Russia that compels the 
Ukrainians to attack into the land 
bridge trap, and which permits Russia 
to ignore 600 miles of its own border 
and concentrate its forces there to 
meet them. 

People are still speculating that a 
frustrated Putin might choose to use 
nuclear weapons, perhaps tactical 
ones, on the battlefield in Ukraine. It’s 
not really clear that this would help 
him, however, and the US has made it 
very clear that it would respond with 
overwhelming conventional force in 
that case. 

It was always obvious that US 
conventional forces, if they chose to 
act directly, could cripple Russia’s war 
effort in a very short space of time, and 
the lamentable performance of the 
VKS in defending Moscow has only 
made that more obvious. 

The truth is, of course, that Putin’s 
nuclear arsenal is already in use and 
proving highly effective. It is 
projecting fear into the White House 
and so forcing Ukraine to fight with its 
hands tied. 

If Zelensky could send a real 
armoured assault into Belgorod he 
could either draw away defenders 
from the land bridge or perhaps 
outflank and roll up a big part of the 
main Russian line inside Ukraine. But 
he can’t: because Putin’s nuclear 
threats are working well against the 
Biden administration. 

“The language of escalation is the 
language of excuse,” as Ukraine’s 
foreign minister Dmytro Kuleba 
puts it. 

Trump and Biden might both take 
note of what’s being called the 
“America first” argument for helping 
the Ukrainians win. The idea here is 
that the Ukrainians are doing the West 
in general and America in particular a 
huge favour - rather than the other 
way round. 

Kori Schake, senior defence 
analyst at the American Enterprise 
Institute, perhaps put it best ina 
recent interview with CNN: “For 
about five per cent of US defence 
spending last year, and zero 
American military casualties, the 
Ukrainians are destroying the 
Russian military. And that is 
absolutely in America’s interests.” 

Looked at that way, Western 
military aid to Ukraine is an excellent 
investment: we should clearly be 
sending more of it. 
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Inn Road, Geraldine James is talking 

about how it feels to fall in love for 
the first time. “Those extraordinary 
sensations you have, the crashing 
mistakes that you make. That feeling 
you have when you look at someone 
and go: wow, I fancy you.” It’s fair to 
say that, as a 72 year-old actress, these 
are not feelings she is often asked to 
recreate on stage or screen. 

Yet here she is, starring in a new 
RSC production of As You Like It as 
Rosalind, Shakespeare’s beguiling 
heroine who, in the flush of first love, 
bedecks the Forest of Arden with 
poems declaring her devotion to 
Orlando. Dame Maggie Smith, Dame 
Vanessa Redgrave, Dame Helen Mirren 
and Helena Bonham Carter have all 
played the role in the early part of their 
careers. James is playing it in the latter 
part of hers. Not only that, she is the 
oldest actress ever to do so. “On TV, 
you tend to get cast your age. You have 
no choice but to inhabit your aches 
and creaks. But with Rosalind I have to 
get over all that. No one has ever asked 
me to defy my age like this. It’s making 
me forget how old lam.” 

It’s a refreshing change for James 
who freely admits the parts one gets 
offered as a female actress shrink the 
older one gets. “I’m now in the 
grandmother stage,” she says. It’s a 
bold move too on the part of the RSC 
which has cast almost exclusively 
over-70-year-old actors for this revival 
-including Malcolm Sinclair and 
Maureen Beattie. 

The idea, says James, is that she and 
the rest of the cast are playing a troupe 
of elderly actors recalling a long-ago 
production of As You Like Itin which 
they all appeared. “Our director Omar 
Elerian has conceived the play as a 
memory,” she says. “The production is 
about a group of people being 
reinhabited by their former selves. We 
are not bouncing around like 17-year- 
olds. But we are reimagining how we 
used to be.” It’s also reminding her 
how love can still feel. “I rang my 
husband [the director Joseph 
Blatchley, with whom she has a 
daughter, Ellie] who is currently away, 
and told him I thought I missed him all 
the more because I was doing this 
play.” We meet just before a rehearsal 
ina tiny office in central London. 
James cuts a girlish figure, clutching 


I narehearsal studio on the Grays 


‘The director made me 
cross the set naked. I 
tiptoed across with my 
arms across my chest’ 


her tattered script like a schoolchild, 
her hair falling in errant curls around 
her shoulders. “I still don’t know all my 
lines,” she confesses. “I tell you: it 
doesn’t get any easier.” She is 
admirably gung-ho about the 
challenge ahead. “It’s a huge risk. 
Audiences could easily say, ‘What’s 
that 70-year-old doing up there?’ But I 
seem to have some strange compulsion 
to throw myself into the deep end.” 

James is one of our most versatile 
actresses with a career stretching back 
nearly five decades. She is indelibly 
associated with several landmark TV 
shows, including ITV’s 1984 era- 
defining mini series The Jewel in the 
Crown in which she starred opposite 
Charles Dance as the repressed young 
Englishwoman Sarah Langton during 
the dying days of colonial era India, 
and 1995’s Band of Gold, set in 
Bradford’s red-light district. She is 
instantly, reassuringly familiar, with a 
face you feel you have known all your 
life, yet at the same time she is not a 
star. “People don’t recognise me in the 
street. Or if they do, they think I’m a 
distant member of their family whom 
they can’t quite place. Which is great.” 

Certainly, it’s testimony to a career 
that has been reliably steady since her 
first TV appearance in 1976, playing a 
former girlfriend of Dennis 
Waterman’s affable Detective Carter in 
The Sweeney. Her CV roves far and 
wide, from the 1982 film Gandhi 
starring Ben Kingsley to Portia 
opposite Dustin Hoffman in The 
Merchant of Venice on Broadway in 
1989, for which she was nominated for 
a Tony, to the 1990s courtroom drama 
Kavanagh QC with John Thaw via a bit 
part in Little Britain. 

What’s more, at an age when most 
actresses resign themselves to the 
occasional cameo in soap operas, 
James is as busy as ever. Her recent 
credits include Anne with an E, 
Netflix’s recent adaptation of Anne of 
Green Gables; the Britbox original 
thriller The Beast Must Die; the 2019 
film version of Downton Abbey and the 
dystopian chiller Silo, currently on 
Apple TV. Add to this the recent 
success of 60-plus actresses Michelle 
Yeoh and Jennifer Coolidge at this 
year’s Golden Globes and one has to 
ask: are we finally in a golden age for 
older actresses? 

“Actually, during the pandemic I 
panicked,” says James. “TV shows, 
particularly soaps, stopped casting 
anyone over 70 because they were 
deemed most likely to die.” Crikey, 
really? “Yes, really. Fortunately, I 
wasn’t yet 70 at the time and got a job 
on The Beast Must Die. But it’s certainly 
true that my generation, which 
includes Penelope [Wilton] and 
Harriet [Walter], are all still working. 
We owe it to Helen Mirren because she 
made it in Hollywood and she’s 
completely gorgeous. She made it OK 
to be old.” 

She thinks Hollywood is slowly 
shifting the dial on the sort of face it 
deems acceptable. “It used to be that 
you'd never get cast beyond a certain 
age if you hadn’t had a facelift. But so 
many of us refused to do that because 
we saw in those who did the disastrous 
results.” Certainly, James has no need 
of a facelift: not because she radically 
defies her age but because she looks so 
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‘Sometimes I look in the mirror 
and think “who is that old bag?” 
but I'm proud of my age’ 


Playing Shakespeare’s Rosalind at 72 makes her the oldest actress to do so. She talks 
to Claire Allfree about maturing, infertility and being raised by an alcoholic mother 


comfortable within her own skin. She 
doesn’t think of herself as old - 
“whenever I do, I get a wobbly feeling 
in my tummy” - and has the freshness 
and spirit of someone half her age. 

“Sometimes I catch sight of myself 
in the mirror and think, ‘Who is that 
old bag?’ But I’m proud of my age.” 
Would she ever dare to bare ala 
Martha Stewart who recently became 
Sports Illustrated’s oldest cover star, 
flaunting a low-cut swimsuit? 
“Absolutely not. I’m far too insecure to 
show my bits like that. But good on 
her. How old is she? 81? Well, she 
looked bloody marvellous.” 

Actors generally tend to be either 
flagrant exhibitionists who crave 
audience approval, or afraid and 
damaged people who seek refuge in 
parts that allow them to escape 
themselves. James is firmly in the latter 
camp. Asa child growing up in the 
repressed 1950s, the world of make- 
believe became an essential 
replacement for the real thing. 

Her mother, who came over from 
Treland in the 1930s to train as a nurse, 
was a chronic alcoholic. Home was a 
large rambling house in Maidenhead 
which James has compared to 


something out of Swallows and 
Amazons, but it was also a cold and 
silent place in which their mother’s 
condition was never discussed by 
either James and her two siblings or 
their emotionally remote cardiologist 
father. “We’d come home from school 
and ask, ‘Does Mummy havea 
headache?’ That was our expression 
for what was going on.” 

Often they would hear the rustle of a 
paper bag from the bathroom and 
know their mother was in there with a 
bottle of gin. James was desperately 
lonely. “My younger sister had made 
an older friend who became a mother 
figure for her. I would sit in the 
nursery in the attic and watch her 
cross the garden to visit her and know 
she was going to be with this person 
who would be nice and who would 
look after her. I would sit in that 
dormer window and write reams of 
appalling poetry. And then I started 
writing plays and putting them on with 
friends. I created this fantasy world 
that got me through.” 

At age 10, she was sent to the 
boarding school Downe House in 
Newbury. At 14, her parents divorced 
~her sister rang her at the school to tell 


her. Her father quickly remarried and, 
because his new wife refused to accept 
his three children, James and her 
brother and sister were very briefly 
made wards of court. In the end, James 
and her siblings remained with their 
mother. All the same, it sounds like 
something out of a particularly awful 
fairy story - and marked James so 
profoundly that when she married 
Blatchley in 1986, they made a promise 
as part of their wedding vows that they 
would never divorce. 

But as a teenager, she was saved 
when a teacher cast her as the Artful 
Dodger in a school production of 
Oliver! and she realised she had a talent 
for making people laugh. In 1973 she 
graduated from the Drama Centre 
London and went straight into three 
years of repertory theatre, playing 
“everything from Victorian 
melodramas to farce to tragedy”. 

In 1977, she was nominated for her 
first Bafta for her role as the deaf-mute 
sex worker Sandra X in Franc 
Roddam’s groundbreaking drama- 
documentary Dummy. That 
performance also marked the first time 
her father accepted her decision to 
become an actress. “He’d been furious 


that he had wasted all that money ona 
private education,” James says. “But 
someone at the hospital where he 
worked had seen it on TV and said to 
him they hadn’t realised his daughter 
was deaf. He realised then that I might 
have some ability after all.” 

Of course, James wouldn’t be able to 
play a deaf character now. “Absolutely 
not. You’d never get away with it. To be 
fair to Franc, he always said he hoped 
the part of Sandra would open the door 
for deaf actors. But as a non-deaf actor, 
that’s my job, to convince you. That’s 
partly what this production of As You 
Like It is about: can I convince you, asa 
70-something, that I am falling in love 
for the first time?” 

She voices despair at those who 
believe roles should only go to actors 
who share the character’s lived 
experience. “It upsets me, because 
who am I going to play, a 72-year-old 
from Berkshire? I get that there are all 
these different identity groups around 
these days which we didn’t have 20 
years ago but I do feel there is huge 
confusion among younger actors. My 
husband who teaches at drama school 
is often faced by students who say they 
don’t want to play this or that character 


because they don’t agree with that 
character’s opinions. He says, ‘Excuse 
me but why did you want to become an 
actor if you are not interested in 
acting?” 

James cuts a bullish figure but her 
own early years were marred by the 
culture of the 1970s which seemed 
intent on casting women in roles that 
demanded they wear as few clothes as 
possible. “I used to flick through 
scripts to see how many times I’d be 
expected to take a bath. On set on The 
Sweeney I had to get into bed with 
Dennis, and the director made me 
cross the set naked. It was one of my 
first jobs and I tiptoed across in front of 
everyone, my arms across my chest.” 

It was an excruciating experience 
for a timid middle-class girl, barely out 
of drama school, who’d grown up 
unhappy and afraid within her own 
body. “I’ve been in an audition with a 
director who said, ‘I’ve got your head 
shots here, but would you mind taking 
off your clothes so I can see the rest?’ 
On one job, a musical, the writer came 
onto me in the dressing room. When I 
pushed him away, he said, ‘But why do 
you think I hired you in the first place?’ 
My daughter asks me now how on 
earth I put up with it. But it was the 
late 1970s, early 1980s. Sexism was 
tedious and boring - and everywhere.” 

In 1995, she landed one of her 
biggest small screen roles, playing the 
sex worker Rose in Kay Mellor’s highly 
acclaimed Band of Gold. It was a 
comeback of sorts: she’d taken a bit of 
time off to have Ellie, and for a few 
years afterwards had struggled to pick 
up her career. “I found the transition in 
my 40s much harder professionally 
than when I was in my 60s,” she says. 
“It was as though directors didn’t 
know what to do with an actress that 
age. Now it’s easier for them: I’m just 
old.” Her 40s were also tough for a 
second reason: she and her husband 
spent much of it desperately trying to 
have another baby. 

“Both Joe and I had tricky 
relationships with our siblings, so after 
Ellie was born [in 1985] we agreed we'd 
wait five years or so before having 
another child,” she says. Five years 
later, she was in New York performing 
in The Merchant of Venice when her 
agent suggested she try to crack 
Hollywood. “But Joe wanted me back 
home. We agreed I’d come back and 


‘An alcoholic parent 
can make you fragile. 
But you learn how to 
appear the opposite’ 


wed try for a second baby instead.” 
Nothing happened. “I was profoundly 
depressed. Absolutely shattered. For 
years it was all I thought about. I’d take 
or reject jobs on the basis of whether I 
thought I was likely to be pregnant. 
Eventually, I spoke to a gynaecologist 
in Manchester about IVF and he said 
that IVF can ruin a relationship. And 
Joe and I agreed that we couldn’t risk 
that happening.” 

Thankfully, she and Blatchley are 
terrifically close to Ellie, an art 
therapist, who is now a mother of two. 
But for along time, James felt terribly 
guilty that she was unable to provide 
her daughter with a sibling. “When she 
was about six she wrote an essay about 
herself and described herself as a 
‘lonely child’ but with the T crossed 
out. She’d meant to write ‘only’. Of 
course, she assured me that she wasn’t 
lonely at all but I still felt I’d cheated 
her. It was like a dagger to my heart. 
Goodness, I’m going to cry now.” 

Did growing up with an alcoholic 
mother affect the way she approached 
motherhood herself? “No, not at all. I 
would never judge my mother. I 
completely understand how it 
happened. She was the sweetest thing 
who found herself in England ina 
world she didn’t understand. She got 
swept up by this flashy cardiologist at 
Guy’s Hospital and whisked off to this 
big house in the country and she 
became overwhelmed. She couldn’t 
cope. I wish to God we’d been ina 
more open society and in a more open 
family for her sake, because she 
endured it all in secret.” For many 
years, she blamed her father with 
whom for years she had a very difficult 
relationship. 

“Thank God I spoke to him properly 
before he died. He said, ‘You have no 
idea how tough it was to live with that’. 
I said, ‘Of course I do, I was there’. But 
it wasn’t fair of me because it’s a 
bloody awful disease. Fortunately, her 
mother recovered thanks to AA and 
spent the last 10 years of her life sober. 
James has nothing but love and 
admiration for her memory. Today, 
James is a volunteer and campaigner 
for Nacoa, a charity for the children of 
alcoholics. 

“Although the Government has just 
cancelled their funding, which is 
absurd because they are a helpline. If I 
had had that helpline when I was a 
child instead of sitting in the attic 
writing poetry, I could have been 
speaking to them, saying, ‘It’s 
Christmas Day, Mummy isn’t well and I 
don’t know what to do” 

She comes across as a robust, 
pragmatic person, laughing off, for 
instance, the many times she’s been 
passed over for roles. “It happens all 
the time. It’s part of the business. God 
knows how many actresses they asked 
to do Rosalind before they got to me.” 
Yet part of her forever remains that 
little girl in the attic window. 

“Growing up with an alcoholic 
parent can make you a fragile person. 
But you learn how to appear the 
opposite. I’m a Cancerian, I’ve a tough 
old shell. But I’ve had to learn to look 
completely in control. That’s acting.” 


‘As You Like It’is at the Royal 
Shakespeare Theatre from June 17. 
rsc.org.uk 
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inflation crisis 


Soaring debt levels and 
uncertainty over sterling 
bonds make Britain too 
risky, says Phoenix Group 


By Szu Ping Chan 


ONE of the UK’s biggest pensions and 
savings providers has dumped billions 
of pounds of British assets over the 
past year, warning that the Bank 
of England’s failure to get a grip on 
inflation had left investors unwilling 
to back the country. 

Phoenix Group, which owns Stand- 
ard Life, said soaring UK debt levels and 
uncertainty over inflation meant gilts 
and other sterling assets were too risky 
compared with other government 
bonds, particularly US ones. 

Mike Eakins, the company’s chief 
investment officer, said: “We’ve transi- 
tioned billions of pounds out of sterling 
fixed income, like credit and gilts, into 
dollars. Taking the same credit risk we 
can get [better returns] by divesting out 
of sterling and going into US Treasuries 
and US investment grade credit.” 

Mr Eakins said official figures 
showing underlying inflation climbed 
to a 3l-year high of 6.8pc in April had 
“spooked the market”, forcing the City 
to tear up interest rate predictions and 
stoking fears that prices will remain 
higher for longer. The Bank has already 
admitted Britons face two more years of 
prices rising above its 2pc target. 

April’s inflation surprise has 
prompted a sell-off for UK gilts as inves- 
tors predicted that interest rates would 
need to rise higher than previously 
expected. Investors now believe there is 
a 50pc chance the Bank will raise inter- 
est rates to 5.5pc. A month ago, markets 
were betting rates would peak at 4.5pc. 

Asked what it would take to make UK 
bonds attractive again, Mr Eakins said: 
“We definitely need the inflationary 
outlook to stabilise. That’s another 


condition we would need to be piling 
into UK assets. So the next couple of 
inflation prints will be really critical 
to give the market confidence that 
inflation is coming down.” 

He added: “It’s really important to 
go hard on this in order to get a lid on 
inflation. This idea that modestly going 
through a rate hike process and just see- 
ing what happens to inflation - clearly 
as we saw in the inflation print [for 
April] - that hasn’t been that effective.” 

Mr Eakins’ comments are likely to 
fuel criticism of the Bank of England, 
which has been accused of being too 
slow to act on inflation and to recognise 
its persistence in the economy. 

Phoenix is one of Britain’s biggest 
investment groups, with £260bn of 
assets under management. 

Gilt yields have been volatile since 
last September’s mini-Budget, trigger- 
ing investors to rethink their approach 
to Britain. Yields, which move inversely 
to price, on 10-year UK government 
debt reached a low of 3.3pc in the 
wake of Jeremy Hunt’s March Budget. 
However, they have been rising steadily 
since then as concerns about inflation 
have mounted. 

Yields on 10-year gilts hit a peak of 
4.4pc last month and stood at 4.14pc by 
the close of trading yesterday. 

Mr Eakins said Phoenix had started 
selling gilts “about 18 months ago”, 
before Russia’s war in Ukraine, suggest- 
ing Threadneedle Street has been con- 
sistently behind the curve on inflation. 

As well as tackling inflation, Mr 
Eakins said it was also important that 
the Chancellor continued to focus on 
getting UK debt on a “glide path” lower 
in order to minimise a ballooning 
interest bill. 

While Phoenix has been dumping 
gilts, some investors have seen recent 
market turmoil as a good time to invest. 
Bonds issued by the Government 
are exempt from capital gains tax when 
they are sold, offering investors a way 
to keep more of their returns. 
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Space to grow The new US owner 
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of the British satellite company Inmarsat has raised the prospect of layoffs in parts of the 


business. Viasat’s Guru Gowrappan said the company was focused on growth but would look at “efficiencies” and that it was 


in an “early evaluation phase” after completing its $6.3bn (£5bn) takeover of Inmarsat last week. 


Labour’s North Sea oil ban will cost 45,000 jobs, industry warns 


By Matt Oliver 


LABOUR’S proposal to ban new oil 
and gas licences will lead to 45,000 job 
losses and an 6Opc drop in domestic 
production, industry bosses 
have warned. 

Offshore Energies UK, which repre- 
sents major oil companies, said block- 
ing all new development in the North 
Sea was “premature” and would make 
tens of thousands of industry workers 
jobless years before they have a chance 
to switch to roles in green energy. 

Sir Keir Starmer, the Labour leader, is 
reportedly poised to announce a ban on 
new oil and gas projects this month as 
part of his plans to make Britain a “clean 


energy superpower” if his party wins 
the next general election. 

David Whitehouse, chief executive of 
Offshore Energies UK, said: “If this pol- 
icy is enacted, we will become increas- 
ingly reliant on imported energy. That 
would have a number of impacts. It 
would undermine the UK energy secu- 
rity, it would undermine those 200,000 
jobs that we see across the country, it 
would make the country poorer. 

“And I think, very importantly, it’s 
worth pointing out that it would also 
take away the investment that we need 
for the journey to net zero, because it 
would undermine those supply chain 
companies that actually need the oil and 
gas work in order for them to be able to 


invest in the longer-term journey to net 
zero and the technologies we will need.” 
He added: “There will be opportunities 
in the future with these new technolo- 
gies. But our argument is that those jobs 
do not exist today - so if you undermine 
the sector today, you lose those jobs.” 

The group estimates that 45,000 jobs 
will be lost by the end of this decade if 
new investment in oil and gas is banned 
in the UK Continental Shelf. 

At the same time, it points to official 
forecasts by the Government and the 
North Sea Transition Authority that sug- 
gest that a block on investment would 
mean the UK’s dependence on oil and 
gas imports would rise from 50pc today 
to 80pc by 2033. If new investment is 


Sir Keir Starmer is 
reportedly planning 
to announce a ban 
on new oil and gas 
licences later this 
month 


allowed, this dependence would only 
rise to 6Opc. It means that a ban on new 
investment would equate to a 6Opc drop 
in production compared to current lev- 
els, Offshore Energies UK said. 

That compares to a 20pc drop under 
a “business as usual” scenario as yields 
from the North Sea naturally decline. 
Sir Keir will announce a ban on new oil 


and gas licences later this month, The 
Sunday Times reported. However, the 
proposal has already been attacked by 
Labour’s biggest union donor, Unite, 
which warned that the party risked trig- 
gering a jobs bloodbath comparable to 
that caused by the rapid closure of Brit- 
ain’s coal mines in the 1980s. 

Sharon Graham, the union’s general 
secretary, said: “When Keir Starmer 
decided to let the world know that he 
would halt new oil and gas production in 
the North Sea he left out everything that 
was important -the detail. “Labour must 
now be very clear that they will not let 
workers pay the price for the transition 
to renewable energy. When it comes to 
jobs we can’t have jam tomorrow.” 


A Labour source insisted that grant- 
ing new oil and gas licences will do 
nothing to cut bills and “drive a coach 
and horse through our climate targets”. 

The source said the party advocates 
managing existing oil and gas wells “in 
the most efficient way possible” to con- 
tinue production, while investing in 
new renewable capacity. 

Grant Shapps, the Energy Security 
Secretary, has branded Labour’s pro- 
posal “crazy”. He said that making Brit- 
ain more reliant on energy imports 
would open the door “to tyrants like 
Putin to use energy as a weapon to 
blackmail our country”. 
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Virgin Media O2 owner faces rebellion 


By James Warrington 


ONE of the owners of British telecoms 
giant Virgin Media O2 faces a show- 
down with shareholders over plans to 
move its base to Bermuda. 

Liberty Global, which is controlled 
by John Malone, plans to change its 
place of incorporation from the UK to 
Bermuda in a move it says will “reduce 
administrative complexities”. 

The relocation will lower the thresh- 
old required for key shareholder votes 
from its current level of 75pc to 50pc, 
handing more power to Mr Malone and 


chief executive Mike Fries. City sources 
said independent shareholders plan to 
vote against the move at an extraordi- 
nary general meeting later this year. 

The backlash threatens to cause a 
major headache for Liberty, which 
merged Virgin Media with Telefonica’s 
O2 in 2021 to create a broadband 
and mobile giant with around 48m UK 
customers. 

The company, which also has signifi- 
cant stakes in Vodafone and ITV, is 
already facing a revolt over executive 
pay and governance practices ahead of 
its annual shareholder meeting, which 


is scheduled for June 14. Influential 
advisory groups Institutional Share- 
holder Services (ISS) and Glass Lewis 
have called for investors to vote down 
plans to elect Miranda Curtis, a British 
non-executive director, to the board. 

Inareport seen by The Telegraph, ISS 
said a vote against Ms Curtis’s appoint- 
ment was warranted as a way of object- 
ing to the company’s “multi-class 
structure with disparate voting rights”. 

ISS raised concerns about Liberty’s 
complex share system, which offers 
some shareholders much greater sway 
over decisions. 


Aldi turns off lights in its stores to cut costs 


By Hannah Boland 


ALDI is turning off lights in all its stores 
in an attempt to save money as pressure 
mounts on supermarkets to deliver 
lower prices for shoppers. 

The German discounter is 
understood to be cutting the number of 
lights it has switched on across all its 
supermarkets from this month, as part 
of measures designed to cut energy bills 
and help towards net zero efforts. 

It follows a trial where it turned off 
some lights in four stores earlier this 
year. The reduction is not expected to 


affect shoppers’ experiences. Aldi said 
eco-friendly moves, which have also 
included installing heat pumps across 
all new stores, will help to lower prices 
for shoppers. 

A spokesman said their measures, 
which also include introducing more 
energy-efficient LED lighting into 
stores, “will reduce our energy 
consumption by around 10pc, whilst 
maintaining an excellent in-store 
experience for our customers”. 

He added: “Through measures like 
this we’re able to make our stores even 
more sustainable and maintain our 


position as the UK’s lowest-priced 
supermarket.” 

Other grocers, including Morrisons 
and Co-op, have also trialled dimming 
lights, something the latter said would 
save it as much as £4,000 per site. 

Grocers are seeking to ward off a 
move by Downing Street to introduce a 
price cap on essentials to help tackle the 
cost of living crisis. 

The Sunday Telegraph revealed that 
the Government was considering 
asking retailers to agree to a voluntary 
price limit on basic items such as bread 
and milk. 
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China's next 
wave of global 
competition is 
a wake-up call 


t might only have been 700 miles, a relatively 
if short commuter hop for a modern jet. Even so, 

the first commercial flight by the C919 was still 
a significant milestone. China finally has a 
domestic jetliner that can compete with Boeing 
and Airbus. But the country’s advances do not 
stop there. The auto manufacturer BYD has just 
overtaken Volkswagen in domestic car sales, and 
along with its rivals is pushing out into the rest of 
the world. Beijing has even announced plans for 
its first Moon landing. Add it all up and one point 
is clear. China has embarked on its second great 
wave of industrialisation. It has moved a long way 
past basic manufacturing, and it is now taking on 
industries such as aerospace, where the West 
complacently assumed it had an unassailable lead. 

That should be a wake-up call for the UK, the 
US and for the rest of the European economies. 
China is about to overturn the established order 
ina whole range of industries. There is no point in 
thinking that we can compete with subsidies, 
tariffs or industrial strategies. We are not nearly 
as good at any of that as the Chinese are. Instead, 
we need to double down on innovation and 
entrepreneurship, the things we are good at, and 
we can only do that with lower taxes and light 
regulation. And if we don’t make a start soon, 
China will have already raced so far ahead of us it 
will be impossible for us to catch up. 

The established plane-makers understandably 
put a brave face on the debut of the C919. 

“For us to get overly anxious about that, I think 
it’s a silly prospect,” said Boeing’s chief executive, 
Dave Calhoun, when questioned about the likely 
competition from a plane that will compete 
head-on with his company’s 737 and the Airbus 
A320. Well, good luck with that view, Dave. 

It will be very hard for Boeing and Airbus if 
they lose their Chinese sales, as they inevitably 
will. Let’s keep in mind that there are 1,700 Airbus 
planes operating in China, anda similar number 
of Boeings, so that is hardly a market that can be 
allowed to slip away without both companies 
suffering huge falls in output. 

And, of course, all the sales both companies 
make to developing countries dependent on 
Chinese debt to stay afloat will almost certainly 
buy the new plane as well. 

Both companies are facing a tough fight over 
the next two decades. That matters. Both the US 
and Europe, including the UK, have poured huge 
sums of money and lots of political energy into 
building their aerospace industries over the last 
50 years. Now the duopoly is under serious threat 
for the first time. It is the same story in cars. Few 

people have paid attention 
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things world’s second largest 


exporter of cars, shipping a 
million vehicles to the rest of the world during the 
first quarter of this year, a 70pc year-on-year 
increase. For mid-market manufacturers, such as 
Renault or Ford, that is a hugely threatening 
challenge. The Chinese have a huge domestic 
market they can use to refine products, and lower 
costs, and can then take those out into the rest of 
the world. It will not be long before industries 
such as pharmaceuticals, telecoms, retailing, 
consumer goods, and financial services are under 
the same kind of pressure, with a vast new range 
of Chinese competitors confronting them in their 
core markets. To take just one example, China is 
already in second place to the US on pharma R&D, 
accounting for 20pc of the total global spend, 
compared to 50pc for the US. It has not made 
huge progress yet, but it won’t be long before it is 
challenging the likes of Pfizer and GSK. 

The first wave of Chinese industrialisation was 
mostly about supplying the developed countries 
with cheap manufactured goods. Indeed, it often 
helped established manufacturers, since they 
could lower production costs by sourcing goods 
from China, as well as taking their existing brands 
into the country. The second wave getting under 
way now will pose a direct challenge. Sure, some 
of the competition may well be unfair - the C919 
for example does look remarkably similar to an 
A320 - but that doesn’t mean it won't be effective. 

The West needs to wake up to the threat posed 
by China’s march into the sophisticated, 
knowledge-intensive industries that it thought it 
hada monopoly on. It is no good thinking that we 
can compete with subsidies and industrial 
strategies, even if they are in vogue right now. 

President Joe Biden can pour hundreds of 
billions into green energy and chip 
manufacturing if he wants to, with the European 
Union scrabbling around to match his spending 
(while the UK offers a few lame grants that make 
no difference to anyone). But it is ridiculous to 
pretend we can match China in either. 

They are already too far ahead of us, and they 
are good at mobilising resources behind national 
industrial priorities. Instead, we should be 
doubling down on deregulation, lower taxes and 
innovation. The one way the West has of keeping 
up with China, and occasionally outwitting it, is 
by unleashing entrepreneurship, creating new 
products and new ways of making things that will 
maintain their edge even as Chinese companies 
move into industries that the US and Europe 
thought they would permanently dominate. 

But if we don’t start now we will fall too far 
behind to ever catch up - and the maiden flight of 
China’s first commercial jet last week should have 
brought that home to everyone. 
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Let’s worry about climate change, 
not the ‘existential threat’ of AI 
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F rom warnings of plague, Biblical 


floods, pestilence, fire and 

brimstone, human beings have 
always had a particular propensity 
for catastrophising, almost regardless 
of how material the supposed threat 
really is. 

End of days was a core belief for 
many of the millenarian cults that 
thrived in the Middle Ages - not 
without cause back then, as it 
happens. The Black Death alone is 
reckoned to have wiped out roughly 
a third of Europe’s population. 

More recently, we’ve worried about 
nuclear annihilation, a meteorite 
strike such as the one that killed the 
dinosaurs, Aids, pandemics and of 
course our old friend climate change. 

All of them have been the subject 
of endless survivalist imaginings, 
warnings, alarmist forecasts, and 
dystopian movies. 

And in virtually all cases, the 
risks have turned out to be grossly 
exaggerated, even if the jury is 
obviously still out on climate change. 
Since Putin’s invasion of Ukraine, 
the nuclear threat has also come 
racing back. 

Even so, mass catastrophe, though 
much predicted, is in fact a relatively 
rare occurrence, and despite some 
near misses, there has been nothing 
throughout human history even 
remotely close to an extinction event. 

Remember the millennium bug? 
This admittedly would never have 
finished off the human race, but an 
estimated half a trillion dollars in 
today’s money was spent pre- 
emptively updating computer systems 
amid warnings that it would bring the 
world economy to its knees if nothing 
was done. A far more cost-effective 
approach would have been simply to 
deal with failures as they arose, which 
in the end were minimal in any case. 

Many of the measures deemed 
necessary to fight the recent pandemic 
similarly look like an extreme 
overreaction. In the event, the case 
mortality rate, though significantly 
higher than ordinary flu, scarcely 
seemed to warrant the myriad other 
harms that lockdown inflicted on 
the economy and public health. 

So it is with a degree of scepticism 
that I’ve been following the latest 
outpouring of warnings about the 
threats posed by artificial intelligence 
(AI). Many of them come from those 
working at the cutting edge of these 
technologies, and should therefore 
not be lightly dismissed. 

Last week’s news that an AI- 
controlled US military drone “killed” 
its operator in a simulation to prevent 
it from interfering with its mission 
makes for particularly disturbing 
reading, even if such mishaps are not 
exactly new to military operations. 

It is as if the Skynet machines of the 
Terminator movies are not that far off. 
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The aftermath of 
Hurricane Dorian in 
the Bahamas. The 
2019 disaster left 
70,000 homeless. 
The dangers of 
climate change are 
evident, unlike 
predictions about 
the supposed 
threat of Al 


The possibly destructive 
implications for jobs are one thing. 
We also need to worry about AI’s 
potential for industrial levels of 
data-scraping, breach of copyright, 
invasion of privacy, online harm 
and misinformation. Fake news and 
invented scandals already abound; 
in an age of unbridled AI, it may be 
impossible to tell what’s real from 
what isn’t. 

Yet let’s meet these challenges as 
they arise, and not attempt to pre- 
empt them. Many of the supposed 
harms are at this stage no more than 
speculation. To be stifling the industry 
at birth because of its potential 
for abuse is to deny the economy 
a transformative technology that 
offers boundless opportunity for 
advancement. There will be crises, 
there will be scandals, but that’s 
true of all economic development. 

One thing is for sure; authoritarian 
regimes such as China will be 
suffering no such qualms. Ifa 
potentially hostile power is arming 
itself to the hilt with the technologies 
of the future, you have no option but 
to join the race. 

Whatever one’s views about the 
origins of climate change, we do at 
least know that global warming is 
areal and present danger. We don’t 
yet know that about AI. 

For real-life evidence of the already 
highly destructive nature of climate 
change, you don’t need to be guided 
by the counterproductive bleatings of 
Greta Thunberg, Extinction Rebellion 
and Just Stop Oil. Ask the insurance 
industry instead. The average payout 
in claims over the first 10 years of the 


century was in the order of $50bn 
(£40bn) per annum. Since then, it 

has doubled to $100bn, and in 2022, 

it was an all time record of $132bn. 
Part of the explanation is inflation, 
together with growing instances of 
shoddy workmanship in construction. 
But the overwhelming cause is climate 
change. Extreme weather events 

have grown steadily more frequent 
and destructive. 

The trend is undeniable, and if 
maintained will soon render large 
parts of the world uninsurable against 
wildfires, floods and hurricanes, if not 
outright uninhabitable. What we also 
know is that globally, emissions are 
still going up, not down, so it is highly 
likely that these trends will persist, 
and possibly accelerate. 

The threat posed by climate change 
is in other words a good deal more 
real than that of AI, which ironically 
could soon be offering solutions by 
helping to devise the cost-effective 
technologies needed to suck vast 
quantities of carbon back out of the 
atmosphere and bury them anew 
beneath the North Sea and other 
suitable depositories. 

Turn the argument around, then, 
and AI should be seen not as an 
existential threat but as part of 
our salvation. 

Interestingly, some of those who 
warn in apocalyptic terms about AI are 
the very same corporations that are 
scrambling to find ways of exploiting 
it. Somebody stop us, cry the tech 
giants, or you'll all be sorry. 

Depressingly, the disruptive 
yearnings of corporate youth have 
quickly given way to the 


defensiveness of middle age and 
established industrial success. Big 
tech’s faux warnings should be taken 
with a pinch of salt, for incumbent 
players have a vested interest in 
barriers to entry. Oppressive levels 
of regulation make for some of the 
biggest. For large companies with 
dominant market positions, regulatory 
overkill is manageable; costly 
compliance comes with the territory. 
But for new entrants it can be a killer. 
For the UK, success in AI is 
particularly important. As things 
stand, Britain is third in the world for 
innovation in these fields, after the 
US and China. Across multiple other 
industries, Britain faces decline and 
irrelevance. But in the fast-growing 
creative and tech sectors, the UK 
thrives. New industries, in other 
words, to fill the void being left by the 
City, which may again be on the wane, 
having been substantially deprived of 
its once lucrative European markets. 
Yet it also requires the right 
regulatory and tax environment. 
If ever there was a Brexit opportunity, 
this is it. By offering a flexible, nimbler 
and less heavy-handed approach to 
regulation than that envisaged by 
the European Union, Britain can 
indeed make itself a magnet for 
Alinvestment. Encouragingly, the 
Government’s recent white paper 
on AI seems to strike about the right 
balance, at least in terms of its intent. 
But there’s many a slip, and much 
else the country has to get right - 
from enterprise-friendly tax to 
infrastructure and public services 
that actually work - before it can 
be certain of such a future. 


Labour's radical land plans go too far for homebuyers 
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ouse prices fell 3.4pc during the 
Hre to May and are now 4pc 
lower than their peak last 
August, according to Nationwide. 
That’s the steepest drop since the 
2008 global financial crisis. 

Some surveys claim prices are still 
rising - but they are generally 
compiled by estate agents, based on 
sellers’ asking prices that are often not 
achieved. Nationwide uses up-to-date 
mortgage approval data - deals 
actually done. And on that basis, prices 
have fallen for eight of the last nine 
months. With UK inflation still at 8.7pc 
in April, the highest in the G7, 
mortgage costs have lately spiked. The 
Bank of England may now raise 
interest rates from 4.5pc to 5.5pc over 
the coming months - pushing up rates 
on home loans too, limiting what 
buyers can afford to borrow. 

The average rate on a new two-year 
fixed-rate mortgage was 5.38pc during 
May, compared to 3.03pc a year ago. 
The number of residential property 
deals, 58pc down during the first three 
months of 2023, is set to slow further, 
causing prices to drop more. 

Falling house prices are often seen 
as bad news, given the impact on 
broader economic sentiment. 

Yet signs that the housing market is 
on the turn will be welcomed by 
millions trying to buy their first home. 
And that’s why a little-noticed 
announcement from the Labour Party 
last week could turn out to be highly 
controversial and counter-productive. 

While the price of the average UK 
home rose 53pc over the last decade, 
wages were up just 19pc over the same 
period, making homeownership far 
less affordable. That’s why just 38pc of 
today’s 25 to 34-year-olds are owner- 
occupiers, down from 67pc a 
generation ago - with millions being 
denied the security of homeownership 
at this crucial family forming age. 

While the reasons behind house 


price growth and unaffordability are 
multi-faceted, the underlying cause is 
our chronic shortage of homes. The 
UK needs about 250,000 new homes 
each year to meet population growth 
and trend immigration - some 2.5m 
per decade. House building hasn’t 
reached such levels since the late 
1970s. Over the past 20 years, it’s been 
under half the required rate. 

The resulting surge in prices 
explains why owner-occupancy has 
fallen from 73pc to barely 60pc of 
households - below the European 
Union average. And lower down the 
income scale, an endemic shortage of 
social housing is driving a rise in 
overcrowding and homelessness. 

Since 2013, the Tories have 
bankrolled the ridiculous help-to-buy 
loan scheme, stoking demand in the 
face of inadequate supply, driving 
prices up further. That’s handed even 
bigger profits to the handful of already 
over-mighty developers dominating 
the scheme, as they channelled 
desperate homebuyers into often 
substandard new-builds - while 
pushing housing costs higher for the 
majority who can’t access the scheme. 

What’s needed is radical supply-side 
reform - ensuring more homes get 
built. Because as local councils have 
granted more and more planning 
permissions over recent years, big 
developers have staged a go-slow, 
making higher profits by producing 
fewer homes to keep prices rising. 

This column has previously argued 
that if homes are granted planning 
permission, and not built and ready 
for sale within two years, developers 
should pay full council tax on 
unfinished properties - incentivising 
them not to sit on unfinished plots, 
waiting for prices to rise even more. 

I’ve also highlighted that the state 
owns 6pc of all freehold acreage across 
the UK, almost 1m hectares, rising to 
15pc in urban areas, including 
countless sites prime for development. 

Just 5pc of that land would be 
enough, at the UK average density of 
45 homes per hectare, for more than 
2m homes - far more if urban areas 
were used, where densities are higher. 
Government land sales should be 
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restricted to small, local builders - 
who build-out quickly to aid cashflow 
- while including strict conditions 
relating to affordable and social 
housing provision. But reforms to land 
sales need to go further - which brings 
us to the policy floated by Labour last 
week, an idea not without merit, but 
which ultimately goes too far. 

When residential permissions are 
granted on agricultural land, values 
can rocket a hundred-fold or more 
- with this vast “planning gain” going 
almost entirely to landowners, 
developers and intermediate “land 
agents”. That gain should instead be 
shared with local authorities - which 
would dampen price speculation, 
resulting in cheaper plots and, 
therefore, more affordable homes. 

Such “land value capture” would 


“What’s 
needed is 
major 
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also generate funds to build schools 
and other infrastructure, making new 
homes more popular, transforming 
the fraught local politics of planning. 

Existing “Section 106” deals are 
meant to “claw back” some planning 
gain - but instead just reinforce the 
status quo. Powerful developers often 
negotiate away their obligations to 
build communal assets and affordable 
housing - threatening councils, under 
pressure from Whitehall to deliver 
housing, with further delays. Small 
builders lack such power, so are forced 
to fulfil their community obligations, 
making small developments unviable. 

Only bold action can break this 
deadlock. In my 2019 book Home 
Truths, I proposed a transparent 
system splitting planning gain 50-50 
between landowners and local 
authorities. Similar mechanisms are 
used in many advanced countries - 
including Germany, the US, Singapore 
and South Korea - raising huge sums 
which are then channelled into 
infrastructure and other public 
services. Britain is an outlier. 

Making this happen means 
repealing the 1961 Land Compensation 
Act - which guarantees landowners 
“hope value” when selling acreage, 
including any future planning gain 
and related profits if land is developed. 

This ensures house prices remain 
sky-high - and low-cost homes, 
including council housing, rarely get 
built. Labour wants to repeal the 1961 
legislation but says local councils 
should then impose compulsory 
purchase orders on landowners, with 
agricultural land sold with no “hope 
value” whatsoever as the state grabs 
all the planning gain. This is extreme, 
unduly confiscatory and would spark 
countless lawsuits. It would be fairer 
and much more effective to split the 
gain evenly - and for such a scheme to 
be introduced by the Tories. 

Why? Because history shows that 
when such reforms are introduced by 
Labour, landowners simply sit on 
their acreage, waiting for such 
measures to be reversed by the next 
Conservative government. 


Follow Liam on Twitter @liamhalligan 
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City reforms 
are waste of 
time, warns 
financier Rolet 


Ex-LSE chief tells 
Simon Foy that taxes 
and red tape must 
be cut to arrest the 
decline of London 
as global centre 

of fiscal excellence 


he former boss of the London 
| Stock Exchange (LSE) has 
warned that “sideshow” reforms 
aimed at boosting the market’s 
competitiveness will not save the 
Square Mile from perpetual decline. 

Xavier Rolet, who led the LSE 
between 2009 and 2017, said 
government and regulatory efforts to 
make London a more competitive 
financial centre were a “sideshow of a 
sideshow” and a “complete waste of 
time”. 

Speaking to The Sunday Telegraph, 
the Frenchman warned that the only 
way to arrest the City’s decline was to 
cut taxes and axe red tape in a total 
“recalibration of the UK’s punitive 
fiscal and regulatory framework”. 

The intervention comes amid fears 
that the City of London is losing its 
position as a leading global financial 
centre. A stream of companies have 
chosen to list in the US in recent 
months, including the building 
materials business CRH and gambling 
giant Flutter. British tech darling Arm 
has also said it will snub the City in 
favour of a New York listing. 

Arm’s decision was regarded as a 
particular blow to the Government 
after intensive lobbying, and added to 
growing concerns about the City’s 
competitiveness. 

In March, Paris also extended its 
lead over London as Europe’s largest 
stock market, heightening fears that 
the LSE is losing its allure. 

Rolet, who is now non-executive 
chairman of City broker Shore Capital, 
said the current regime was forcing 
high-growth companies to flee to rival 


financial hubs. He said London will 
never compete with New York unless 
long-term investors, such as pension 
funds and insurers, increase their 
exposure to the stock market. 

He said: “We need a recalibration. 
We have to lower the quadruple 
taxation of equities in the UK. 

“At present, we have dividend tax, 
capital gains tax, income tax anda 
transaction tax via stamp duty, of 
which the UK has the highest rate in all 
of Europe. The same pound of income 
from equities is taxed four times. 

“On the other side you have a 
regulatory framework that forces 
long-term investors, namely pension 
funds and insurers, to effectively short 
the real economy by preventing them 
from investing in the stock market.” 

Jeremy Hunt, the Chancellor, last 
December outlined a set of proposals 
to boost the City’s position, dubbed the 
Edinburgh Reforms. They include 
relaxing ring-fencing rules on smaller 
banks, mandating that financial 
regulators focus on boosting economic 
growth and loosening rules that hold 
bankers personally responsible for 
rule breaking on their watch. The 
package was meant to encourage 
risk-taking in the City to boost growth. 

The Financial Conduct Authority 
(FCA) has also pledged in recent weeks 
to make it easier for companies to float 
on the London Stock Exchange. 
Changes include scrapping premium 
and standard listing classes in favour of 
asingle segment with less onerous 
rules. However, Rolet fears that these 
measures will fail to have a meaningful 
impact on Britain’s standing in the 
international financial landscape. He 
said London will continue to struggle 
when it comes to competing with New 
York and creating multibillion-pound 
technology companies. 

He said: “The UK does not have a 
start-up problem. There’s lots of good 
start-ups in the UK. But what the UK 
doesn’t have, what Europe doesn’t 
have, is the equity markets to scale up 
those start-ups and retain them. 

“For this to happen, a recalibration 
of the fiscal environment is a 
requirement. If you don’t do that, don’t 
waste your time with sideshows and 
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minor rule changes, which in my view, 
are not going to really change 
anything.” He added that the UK has all 
the ingredients to create £100bn 
technology companies apart from the 
capital market to scale-up and retain 
these businesses. 

Rolet said: “If the UK is to fully 
leverage its fantastic universities and 
capacity for science and innovation, all 
of which are without a doubt part of 
the UK’s advantages, the only way 
you're going to transform that, and 
mark my words, is to unleash the 
power of its equity markets. The rest is 
just going to be at the margin ... and is 
not going to move the dial.” 


Hong kong fund management company 
prepares £100m listing in boost for London 


By Simon Foy 


A HONG KONG-based professional 
services company is preparing to list its 
fund management arm in London, as 
the City’s stock market shows tentative 
signs of recovery. 

Amicorp Fund Services UK (Amif) is 
set to raise about £13m through a main 
market listing on the London Stock 
Exchange (LSE) and is eyeing a valua- 
tion of £100m, City sources told The 
Sunday Telegraph. 

The listing, which is expected to 
take place this week, will come 
as a boost to the London stock 
market which is fighting to 
remain relevant following 
an exodus of companies 
leaving for the New York 
stock exchange in recent 
months. 

It also comes after the 


Kin Lai, chief executive 
of Amif, said listing 
is a ‘milestone’ 


LSE received a rare vote of confidence 
last week when the world’s largest nat- 
ural soda ash producer announced 
plans for a $7.5bn (£6bn) London float. 

The LSE has suffered a bruising year, 
with only two main market listings dur- 
ing the first quarter of 2023 and an 80pc 
slump in proceeds, according to EY. 

The Financial Conduct Authority is 
currently consulting on proposals to 
water down some of its listings rules to 
make the LSE more attractive. 

Kin Lai, chief executive of Amif, said 
London’s common law jurisdic- 
tion makes it an attractive hub 
for international investors, 
compared to other European 
venues like Paris. 

He added: “London 
retains its status as the 

world’s leading market for 
the financial services sec- 
tor and we believe a listing 
here will give us the best 
chance of executing 
our plan to consoli- 
date the frag- 


mented fund services market. 
Becoming a listed company is a signifi- 
cant milestone for the group as it will 
advance our expansion plans.” 

Amif provides fund administration 
and regulatory reporting services to 
hedge funds, family offices and private 
equity and venture capital funds across 
Latin America, Europe and Asia. 

Amif’s listed entity will be headquar- 
tered in the UK. Its parent company, 
Amicorp Group, is based in Hong Kong. 

The parent company was mentioned 
in a recent report by short-seller 
Hindenburg, alleging that it helped 
controversial Indian billionaire Gautam 
Adani create a complicated web of off- 
shore shell companies. 

The report also alleged that Amicorp 
Group played a role in Malaysia’s 
IMDB scandal. 

Mr Lai said that in both cases, Ami- 
corp has provided all necessary infor- 
mation to regulators and the regulators 
were happy with the information pro- 
vided. He added that the company had 
maintained all regulatory licences. 


Online retailer THG faces major revolt by 
investors over salary for new finance chief 


By Hannah Boland 


FORMER British tech champion THG is 
facing a shareholder revolt at its inves- 
tor meeting that risks deepening chief 
Matthew Moulding’s dislike of the Lon- 
don market. 

THG, the online retailer behind 
brands including Lookfantastic and 
Glossybox, risks being dealt a bloody 
nose at its annual general meeting 
(AGM) later this month after influential 
shareholder advisory firm Glass Lewis 
recommended that investors reject two 
proposals being voted on. 

Investors are being urged to reject 
THG’s pay report because of an increase 
in its new chief financial officer’s salary. 

Damian Sanders will earn £500,000 
a year, which is llpc more than his pre- 
decessor, John Gallemore. 

Glass Lewis said no “compelling jus- 
tification” had been given for the 
increase, which comes despite balloon- 
ing losses and a declining share price. 

The investment advisory group has 
also urged investors to vote against the 
re-election of Iain McDonald, a pro- 
posal it put forward last year. 

Glass Lewis claimed this was because 
he was an “affiliate or insider” on the 
pay committee. Mr McDonald is a non- 


executive director at both THG and 
Boohoo, as well as a founder of Belerion 
Capital, which last year tabled a takeo- 
ver approach for THG. 

The call to a vote against THG’s man- 
agement risks deepening Mr Mould- 
ing’s dislike of the London investment 
environment. 

Mr Moulding, who also founded the 
company, has been highly critical of the 
London stock market since THG’s debut 


£500,000 


Salary of Damian Sanders, the new 
financial officer, which is 11pc more than 
his predecessor, John Gallemore 


in September 2020. He has called the 
listing a “mistake” that “just sucked 
from start to finish”. The company’s val- 
uation has sunk from about £6.5bn in 
September 2020 to £813m currently. 
The slide has coincided with a wider 
downturn for tech stocks in 2022 and 
came as losses mounted at THG. 
Analysts have also raised concerns 
about governance at the company, 
which Mr Moulding has sought to 


address through a series of concessions 
including giving up a “golden share” in 
the business. Mr Moulding has claimed 
bankers, analysts and hedge funds are 
conspiring against his company and 
said the experience of being a public 
company in London is “unpleasant”. 

He has signalled that he would be 
willing to take the company private and 
last month argued THG would be worth 
“billions more away from the daily mar- 
ket manipulation”. 

The annual general meeting comes 
weeks after THG turned down a takeo- 
ver bid from private equity firm Apollo. 

THG said of the Glass Lewis recom- 
mendations: “Charles Allen joined the 
board as independent non-executive 
chair in March 2022 with a clear man- 
date to improve governance, transpar- 
ency and to strengthen and refresh the 
board by improving its independence 
and diversity. 

“Since then, the board has appointed 
three new independent NEDs in Gillian 
Kent, Dean Moore and Sue Farr, as sen- 
ior independent non-executive, and 
with acommitment for further appoint- 
ments in line with good corporate gov- 
ernance.” Mr Sanders took over as chief 
financial officer from Mr Gallemore 
earlier this year. 
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Xavier Rolet, left, 
fears London’s 
£563trillion 
clearing market is 
at risk because of 
plans by Brussels 
to stop its banks 
clearing trades 
through the City, 
above 


Rolet also said that Brexit presents 
the UK with an opportunity to slash 
“bureaucratic” European regulation 
that he argued was “deeply adverse to 
equity markets”. 

One of Rolet’s legacies at LSE was 
acquiring a majority stake in clearing 
giant LCH. Clearing houses act as 
middlemen in derivatives trades 
between banks and have become a 
vital part of the financial system since 
the 2008 financial crisis. 

However, the industry has become a 
key Brexit battleground as Brussels 
seeks to build “strategic autonomy” to 
boost its own capital markets. 

Rolet fears that London’s 


€660 trillion (£563 trillion) clearing 
market is at risk, owing to plans in 
Brussels to stop its banks clearing 
trades through London. 

Mairead McGuinness, the European 
commissioner for financial services, 
has given EU banks and money 
managers until June 2025 to shift their 
clearing from London to the bloc. 

She has pledged to punish banks on 
the Continent for failing to shift 
lucrative clearing business out of the 
City of London post-Brexit. Last year, 
she raised eyebrows after saying the 
EU’s reliance on the Square Mile was a 
vulnerability similar to its dependence 
on Russian oil and gas. 

Rolet warned that Brussels’ plan to 
onshore clearing activity poses a 
“systemic risk” to the European Union. 

He said: “The Europeans see Brexit 
as a political decision, so their answer 
clearly is a political one. They do not 
understand why people would put 
economic argument [first],” adding 
that the Commission had “very little of 
understanding” of clearing and saw 
Brexit as an opportunity to “grab it”. 

“If the EU forces EU-headquartered 
banks and asset management to clear 
their euro denominated interest rate 
swaps inside the eurozone ... if that 
were to happen over time, because 
they cannot just force it overnight, it’s 
a systemic risk that they cannot afford 
to take.” 

He added that the policy will likely 


force activity from London to the US, 
where the EU has an equivalence deal 
that encompasses clearing. 

“It’s not going to happen in six 
months. But if the engine moves, it will 
move to the US ... the clearing engine 
of LCH is at risk. 

“For me, the litmus test for London 
-the ability for it to retain its global 
crown in financial services -is over the 
coming years whether it retains the 
global clearing engine in interest rate 
swaps.” 

Rolet last year resigned from 
PhosAgro, a Russian chemicals 
company, following Putin’s invasion of 
Ukraine. He said: “I was on the board 
of a Russian company, there were 
sanctions published by the EU, and so 
the same day I resigned. That was it.’ 

Andrew Griffith, the City minister, 
said: “We have a track record of 
attracting the brightest and best 
companies in the world built on the 
long-standing competitive advantages 
of the UK and its attractiveness as a 
place to do business. 

“But we are not complacent which is 
precisely why our Edinburgh Reforms 
are so important and that getting them 
into play swiftly is our focus. From 
changing the culture of financial 
regulators, streamlining the time and 
process that it takes to list to improving 
investment research and much more, 
the reforms are an ambitious and 
comprehensive regime.” 


Our experts are well-versed 
in businesses like yours, 

so they’re able to make fast, 
firm lending decisions. 


a Close Brothers 


Modern Merchant Banking 
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ike Ashley and Danish fashion 
coon prepare for tug of war over A 


Analysts say Britain’s 
biggest online 
fashion retailer 
should prepare 

for a takeover, report 
Oliver Gill and 
Christopher Williams 


hen Scotland's oldest 
\ ) \ / department store collapsed in 
late 2020, representatives for 
Anders Holch Povlsen and Mike Ashley 
pointed the finger at each other. 

Jenners had been a fixture on 
Princes Street, Edinburgh, since 1838. 
For many Scots, visiting its lavish 
Christmas tree and popular toy section 
was a rite of passage. 

But its rich history - it had held a 
Royal Warrant since 1911 and was 
dubbed the Harrods of Scotland - was 
not enough to protect it from a brutal 
squeeze on trading when Covid hit. 

Frasers had run the department 
store since 2005. Ashley’s lieutenants 
accused Holch Povlsen, who had 
bought the Princes Street premises in 
2017 for £53m, of not being prepared 
“to work mutually on a fair 
agreement”. Holch Povlsen’s team 
insisted that rental discounts were 
tabled but dismissed. More than 200 
people lost their jobs. 

Two anda half years later, and with 
the Danish billionaire in the middle of 
converting 47 Princes Street into a 
luxury hotel, another row is brewing 
between the two billionaires. This time 
over a company with far less history: 
Britain’s biggest online fashion retailer. 

Asos was one of the biggest winners 
from the pandemic. Having treated 
investors to a rollercoaster ride in the 
decade preceding Covid, its stock 
surged after the initial shock of 
lockdown. As bricks-and-mortar 
retailers reeled amid deserted high 


streets, Asos shares hit £57 in the 
spring of 2021. The story since then 
has been a race to the bottom. Asos 
stock is now worth little more than £3 
as bosses grapple with supply chain 
issues and a squeeze on disposable 
incomes amid soaring prices. 

Holch Povlsen, whose net worth is 
estimated at nearly £6bn and, among 
other things, is the UK’s biggest 
landowner, is a believer in the 
business, however. Bestseller, the 
Dane’s retail clothing empire, is Asos’s 
largest investor, owning 26pc of the 
company. Frasers, the group 
controlled by Ashley, occupies third 
spot on the shareholder register with a 
7pc stake after beginning his 
stakebuilding last autumn. 

In between them sits Camelot 
Capital Partners, a California-based 
hedge fund run by 33-year-old Briton 
Will Barker. His llpc shareholding sits 
ina portfolio that includes a top 10 
stake in rival Boohoo as well as 
electronics retailer AO World. He 
wants to emulate Warren Buffet, he 
said in an interview a decade ago. 

As profit margins were eroded, 
refinancing a £350m loan was this 
spring’s top priority for Asos’s board, 
led by chairman Jorgen Lindemann 
and chief executive Jose Calamonte. 

Asos’s banks, which included HSBC 
and Lloyds, were getting nervous 
about the outlook for the retail sector 
and convincing them to refinance the 
loan would be difficult, sources say. 
Nevertheless the Asos board did 
convince its lenders to extend a July 
2024 maturity of loan to November 
2024 - a move partly to satisfy the 
company’s auditors that the company 
was a going concern. 

But Lindemann and Calamonte 
knew this was an interim measure. 
The solution, the board concluded, 
was to opt for an “alternative” lender 
to provide specialist financing 
when terms cannot be 
agreed with traditional 
corporate banks. 

One such financing 
house was Bantry Bay. It 


For Mike Ashley, 
the opportunity 
to get his hands 
on Topshop is 
thought to have 
near-magnetic 
appeal 


had stepped in to save Superdry and 
Matalan, and was selected by the board 
to refinance the loan. But in early May, 
there was a snag, City sources say. 

Bantry Bay’s sole backer - renowned 
Wall Street hedge fund Elliott - was 
not willing to sign off the full £350m. 
The Asos board was told only £275m 
would be available, those familiar with 
the talks claim. Bantry Bay declined to 
comment, though its representatives 
have previously insisted that Elliott 
has no influence in the fund’s 
investment decisions. 

Either way, the Asos board was left 
in an invidious position. The company 
was left £75m short. 

Frasers, it is understood, was 
unaware of the negotiations with 
Bantry Bay. But the FTSE 100 company 
was all too aware of the difficult 
trading conditions and the peril facing 
the Asos board in relation to the 
£350m debt. Michael Murray, Frasers’ 
chief executive and Ashley’s son-in- 
law, told Asos executives he hada 
solution and hastily convened a 
conference call with them on May 23. 

In return for an additional 5pc stake 
in Asos, Frasers would invest 
immediately at the company’s 
prevailing share price. As part of this, 
closer operation coordination was put 
forward by taking advantage of 
Frasers’ retail expertise. 

Described as a “win-win” for both 
parties, the move would reassure other 
shareholders, staff, customers, credit 
insurers and suppliers. But this was 
not a takeover attempt, however, the 
Asos board was told. 

The Asos board did not see it that 
way, however. As stock markets closed 
on the evening of May 25, the company 
announced a £75m share placing 
with the option of a further £5m 
from retail investors. And as related 
parties, Holch Povlsen and Barker 
were in on the deal and fully signed 
up. On the face of it, the 
announcement looked like a 
sensible decision. Asos 
would not be subject toa 

series restrictive banking 


covenants - rules that if broken would 
leave the company in default. The only 
exception to this was that a minimum 
level of cash reserves had been 
retained, bosses said. 

But it would come at a cost. The 
£275m loan comes with an llpc interest 
rate, and adviser fees and interest 
payments will cost the company £45m 
in the second half of the year alone. 

Despite its merits, the Asos board’s 
decision blindsided other institutional 
investors. Only weeks earlier, an 
“amend and extend” had been agreed 
with existing lenders. Now they were 
being asked to participate in the 
funding round to avoid their stake 
being diluted - and more than half of 
the proceeds would end up in the 
pockets of the company’s advisers. 

Haunted by a costly adventure 
backing Debenhams prior to its 
collapse, the Frasers board was 
fuming. Within the space of a week, 
executives had seen an offer of help 
snubbed by Asos in favour of a share 
placing underwritten by the 
company’s two biggest shareholders. 

Moreover, bosses were extremely 
wary of the choice of lender. 

“What was the thinking and 
decision making behind the 
refinancing of Asos’s existing RCF 
(revolving credit facility) with an 
expensive loan and the selection of a 
lender backed by Elliott?” Frasers 
executives asked in a letter to 
counterparts at Asos. 

“Was any consideration given to the 
position of Asos’s shareholders and the 
operations of US funds and their 
loan-to-own strategy?” they added, 
suggesting that Elliott may hope to 
swap Bantry Bay’s lending for shares 
the next time Asos runs short of cash. 

In the meantime the Square Mile 
rumour mill came up with another 
scenario: could Holch Povlsen be 
positioning himself to take the 
business private? Schroders, another 
Asos investor seemingly shut out of the 
fundraising, was making and fielding 
calls last week as speculation swirled. 

Holch Povlsen was only 28 when his 


SOS 


“What was 
the thinking 
and decision 
making 
behind the 
refinancing 
with an 
expensive 
loan?’ 


father handed over the reins to family 
business, Bestseller. Holch Povlsen 
transformed it into a sprawling retail 
powerhouse that covers the planet. 

Bestseller employs more than 
18,000 people across online and stores, 
of which the company runs 2,400. He 
is also the second-biggest investor in 
Zalando, the working capital-lite 
online retailer on which some analysts 
say Asos is modelling itself on. 

Not only has Holch Povlsen 
diversified into land and property, but 
he is a major investor in payments 
business Klarna. Until its £410m 
takeover by Deutsche Bank is 
completed, he is the largest 
shareholder in the mid-market 
investment bank Numis - one of Asos’s 
in-house brokers. 

For Ashley, the opportunity to get 
his hands on Topshop, the jewel in the 
crown of Sir Philip Green’s retail 
empire that Asos acquired out of 
administration in 2021, is thought to 
have near-magnetic appeal. 

Asos told the City that the £275m 
loan and shareholder injection would 
provide “increased flexibility against a 
challenging macroeconomic backdrop 
and the stability to focus on long-term 
value creation”. 

An Asos spokesman added: “The 
equity raise, which was part of the 
refinancing, was open to participation 
to all shareholders.” 

But many analysts say a “corporate 
event” - City jargon for a takeover - 
could be on the horizon. Frasers 
declined to comment this weekend. 

Lise Kaae, chief executive of 
Heartland, a holding company that 
represents the interests of the Holch 
Povlsen family, said it did not comment 
on rumours. She added: “We are 
pleased to be a part of Asos and have 
also supported the equity placement, 
which reflects our confidence in Asos’ 
long-term prospects. This investment 
will undoubtedly provide a stronger 
foundation and more operational 
freedom for Asos’ management to 
execute their ambitions, strategies, 
and plans.” 

The Danish billionaire, who moved 
to Scotland 15 years ago, became an 
unlikely star in an episode of BBC 
programme Highland Cops earlier this 
year. Traffic officers followed him for 
several miles after being caught 
driving at 82mph in a GOmph zone. 

Shown the results on the speed gun 
Holch Povlsen remarked: “That’s fine 
... [It is] a nice sunny day, no traffic.” 

The Asos board may believe that it 
has some breathing space. But their 
biggest investor is aman ina hurry. 


The gigantic North Sea oil and gas field that could be Britain’s last 


While Rosebank holds vast 
reserves, other fields will 

remain untapped if Labour 
wins power. By Matt Oliver 


oughly 80 miles west of the 
R Shetland Islands, on the edges 
of the North Atlantic, the biggest 
undeveloped oil field in UK waters 
sits deep beneath the waves. 

Rosebank contains an expected 
300m barrels of recoverable oil, 
though the haul could end up being 
as much as 500m barrels by some 
estimates. 

A licensing decision for the 
field, which is being developed by 
Norwegian state-owned giant Equinor, 
is expected to be issued by regulators 
this month. 

It has set up a key acid test for the 
North Sea’s future, with supporters 
and critics alike watching closely to 
see what the Government decides. 

If approved, Rosebank could be 
the last new oil development in British 
North Sea history. 

Labour, who currently have a 
sizeable lead in the polls, are planning 
a blanket ban on all new oil and gas 
development if the party wins power. 

Rosebank would not be affected 
by Labour’s ban, as the licence - if 
approved - would be granted before it 
came into force. But it has become a 
microcosm of the wider issues at stake. 

The scheme is described as either 
reckless or vital - depending on 
who you ask. 

If approved, the field would begin 
production in late 2026 and continue 
through 2050. At its peak, it would 
supply around 70,000 barrels of oil per 
day - or 8pc of the UK’s total needs - 


and 60m cubic feet of gas per day. 
Equinor expects Rosebank to add 
£24bn to the UK economy and create 
1,200 UK jobs at its peak, including 255 
permanent roles with the company. 

However, climate campaigners say 
the project breaches UK net zero 
targets, will do little for household 
energy bills or energy security because 
80pc of its production will go to 
refineries abroad, and will require 
huge public subsidies. 

“If we want a liveable climate, 
we can’t allow any new oil and gas 
projects or licences,” says the group 
Stop Rosebank. 

Ed Miliband, Labour’s shadow 
energy secretary anda former party 
leader, has publicly opposed all new 
development for similar reasons. 
Instead of drilling new oil and gas 
wells, Labour sources say, the UK 
should make “the most efficient use” 
of its existing reserves. 

At the same time, Labour has vowed 
to borrow £28bn per year to plough 
into renewable energy schemes such 
as wind and solar farms, which it says 
will generate tens of thousands of jobs. 

Sir Keir Starmer has often criticised 
Margaret Thatcher’s “callous” decision 
to shut dozens of British coal mines 
during the 1980s, which he blames 
for the economic malaise in former 
pit towns. 

The Labour leader claims he will 
not repeat the same mistake twice 
and will preserve jobs in the North Sea 
oil and gas industry as the country 
switches to renewable energy. 

“There are many people in well- 
paid, secure jobs in oil and gas who 
are anxious about what happens if we 
transition,” he told business leaders 
at a British Chambers of Commerce 
conference last month. “The worst 


The North Sea is 
already in natural 
decline, with its 
remaining reserves 
becoming harder 
and more expensive 
to extract 


thing we can do is not take this 
seriously. The worst thing you can do 
is not engage with them, [not] havea 
plan which everybody has confidence 
in and do what happened at the end of 
coal mining, which was to essentially 
say to people ‘I’m sorry... we’re moving 
on, you'd better get on your bike’. 

“The effects of that are still felt 
in communities across the country 
and never, ever again must we make 
that mistake.” 

Yet Equinor and industry 
representatives say investment in 
renewable energy will not be enough 
to meet Britain’s immediate energy 
needs. They insist that Rosebank and 
schemes like it are accounted for in 
Britain’s “carbon budget” and will 
make a vital contribution towards 
British and European energy security 
in the wake of the Ukraine war. 

And while much of the oil produced 
will go to the Continent, it is then sent 
back to Britain in refined form. 


‘While we Domestic production is particularly 
x P important to the UK, industry bosses 
still use oil argue, because the UK still depends 
and gasin on fossil fuels for three quarters of 
> its energy needs. It produces roughly 
the UK, half of its oil and gas supplies 
domestically. 
every barrel The North Sea is already in natural 
we choose decline, with its remaining reserves 
not to becoming harder and more expensive 
to extract. Meanwhile the share of 
produce fossil fuels in the energy mix is falling 
s ; gradually, meaning we will need to 
her e will import more over the coming years 
come from to meet demand. 
New wells are therefore needed 
somewhere to keep the oil flowing and prevent 
else Britain becoming ever more 


dependent on imports, argues David 
Whitehouse, chief executive of lobby 
group Offshore Energies UK. 

“While we still use oil and gas in 
the UK, every barrel we choose not to 
produce here in the UK will simply 
come from somewhere else,” he adds. 

“That means we will be exporting 
our jobs. It means we’re importing 
oil and gas from other countries which 
do not have that same commitment 
to climate change that we have. 

“So from my perspective, it is 
absolutely consistent with the IEA 
[recommendations] that we continue 
to develop domestic oil and gas.” 

He says UK producers are already 
taking bigger steps than their global 


counterparts to cut the emissions from 
extraction. For example, at Rosebank 
Equinor has vowed to use a floating 
production vessel that can eventually 
E be fully electrified - meaning it could 

a be powered by wind energy. 

Z “Thisisa sector which is absolutely 
S looking to make sure ours is the 

8 cleanest oil produced globally,” 

č Whitehouse adds. “There’s a huge 
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amount of effort going on with the 
industry to deliver on that.” 

The North Sea Transition Deal 
announced by the Government in 2021 
aims to strike a balance, by helping the 
industry cut emissions while gradually 
retraining staff for jobs in green 
energy. However, Offshore Energies 
UK has predicted that a blanket ban 
on all new oil and gas development 
would send North Sea oil production 
plummeting by 60pc by 2033, costing 
the industry at least 45,000 jobs. 

It has put Sir Keir under pressure 
to explain how Labour’s reported 
proposal will not lead to a jobs 
bloodbath, with the party’s union 
backers among those publicly 
expressing concerns. 

Sharon Graham, general secretary 
of Unite, which represents oil rig 
workers, says the Labour leader’s 
proposals so far lack vital details. 

“We cannot have a repeat of the 
devastation wrought on workers and 
their communities by the closure of 
the coal mines,” she said this week. 

Asa decision on Rosebank 
approaches, Sir Keir will be forced 
to choose a side. 
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Putin's war turns Brics into alliance against West 


A summit of Brazil, 
Russia, India, China 
and South Africa 
puts spotlight on 
bloc’s alignment 
with Russia. By 
Melissa Lawford 


outh African president Cyril 
S Ramaphosa faces an 

uncomfortable diplomatic 
conundrum. 

Two months after he invited 
Vladimir Putin to a summit in 
Johannesburg this August, the 
International Criminal Court issued an 
arrest warrant for the Russian 
president for war crimes in Ukraine. If 
Putin arrives on South African soil, 
Ramaphosa will be required to lock up 
his guest. 

South Africa has since announced 
that dignitaries attending the Brics 
meeting will be granted diplomatic 
immunity, which may provide a legal 
escape from the arrest warrant. 

Ramaphosa’s attempt at judicial 
gymnastics shows how the Brics bloc 
- Brazil, Russia, India, China and South 
Africa - is becoming an increasingly 
significant alliance against the West in 
the wake of Putin’s war. 

The alliance is poised to become 
much more of a geopolitical 
heavyweight. Foreign ministers from 
the five nations met in Cape Town last 
week ahead of the August summit. 
They were joined by their counterparts 
from several other countries, including 
Saudi Arabia, which has applied to join 
the bloc. A further 18 nations have 
expressed interest in joining. In 
addition to expanding its membership, 
the alliance is also discussing plans to 
introduce a cross-border currency for 
Brics countries. 

Over the past year, the bloc has 
shown a renewed enthusiasm in policy 
making, says Cobus van Staden, a 
senior foreign policy researcher at the 
South African Institute of International 
Affairs. “It’s been driven by Russia and 
China and specifically by the need to 
try and find these alternative spaces 
for commerce that are outside of 
Western norms and particularly 
Western sanctions,” he says. 

“The Ukraine conflict dragged the 
Brics into sharpened conflict with the 
West. It has dragged Brics members 
who may not have wanted to pick that 
fight into some kind of positioning 
with Russia,” Van Staden adds. 

Members of the bloc have not 
necessarily endorsed the war, but are 
becoming increasingly aligned with 
Moscow. India and China are buying 
Russian oil, for example. Celso 


Foreign ministers 
from Brazil, 
Russia, India, 
China and South 
Africa met in Cape 
Town last week, 
above, for talks 
ahead of the key 
August summit 


Amorim, an adviser on international 
affairs to the Brazilian president, told 
the Financial Times this week that 
Russia’s concerns on Ukraine need to 
be “taken into account”. 

“The real value of the Brics group to 
these places is this never ending 
statement. They are saying: ‘We like 
this because we are the big guys in this 
thing. In all of these other global 
institutions, you basically treat us as 
your puppets’ says economist Lord 
O'Neill. 

The bloc started life as “Bric”, an 
acronym first coined by O’Neillina 
2001 paper for Goldman Sachs when 
he identified four rapidly emerging 
markets - Brazil, Russia, India and 
China - that would become defining 
players on the world economic stage. 

Crucially, O’Neill called for greater 
representation of those nations on the 
world stage to reflect their rising 


economic importance. He argued that 
the EU should have one combined seat 
at the G7 table, rather than individual 
representation for Germany, France 
and Italy, instead incorporating China, 
Brazil and Russia - and possibly India 
-to extend the group to eight or nine. 

This did not happen. Instead, the 
Bric nations formed their own formal 
alliance in 2006, adding South Africa 
in 2010. “We have the G7 and then the 
Brics is a sort of G7 for the emerging 
world, and as time is passing there is 
some kind of standoff, which is not 
really helpful for solving any really 
truly global challenges,” says O’Neill. 
“What is the case is each of those 
members is seeing its own self-interest 
in being diplomatically solid on not 
publicly supporting the West.” 

Brics is a bloc with an “excessive 
focus on symbolism”, O’Neill adds. But 
symbolism and identity politics are a 


kind of conflict does reflect wider 


expands, the Brics nations are 
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defining factor in world politics. If the 
Bric nations had been absorbed into 
the G7 20 years ago, it is feasible that 
there would be no war in Ukraine 
today, he suggests. These nations were 


‘There isa 
feeling that 
there is an 


becoming increasingly powerful 
players on the world stage. 

At the turn of the century, China’s 
economy measured in US dollars was 
equivalent to just 12pc of US GDP, says 
Kevin Daly, managing director and 
senior economist at Goldman Sachs. 
Now, it is worth close to 8Opc. 

In 2000, China was the world’s sixth 
largest economy in US dollar terms, 
according to Goldman Sachs analysis, 
ranking below the US, Japan, 
Germany, the UK and France. In 2022, 
China was the second largest economy, 
while India was fifth. China will be the 
world’s largest economy by 2050, the 
analysis shows. By 2075, the US will be 
the only Western power left in the top 
five, sandwiched in third place 
between China and India in first and 
second place, and Indonesia and 
Nigeria in fourth and fifth place. The 
UK will rank 10th. 

South Africa has aligned itself with 
Brics rather than the West because it 
knows there is a ceiling on how much 
it can do with the latter, says Van 
Staden. “There is a feeling that there is 
an inherent limit to what these 
countries can expect from Western 
institutions,” he says. 

Though Brics is fraught with its own 
power struggles, says O’Neill, the 
bloc’s potential is huge. “China and 
a India can virtually never agree on 
Z anything. If they could, then we would 
= be looking at probably much more 
| ee . * 
la significant changes in the world 
g system as we know it,” he adds. 

2 If China invited India to help design 
$ part of its Belt and Road strategy, for 
2 example, there would be a sea change 


_ in global power dynamics, says O’Neill. 


ny 


g  IfSaudi Arabia, the world’s largest 


a £ oil producing nation, joined the bloc, 


there could also be major implications 
for the dominance of the dollar in 
global trade. “That could change the 
dominance of dollar denominated oil 
transactions quite rapidly,” says Van 
Staden. But Brics does not yet have the 


aligned because they were ignored by inherent infrastructure in place to challenge the 
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worried about sanctions generally,” fr chairman of the advisory council at the 
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impose requirements for universal institutions will never again travel abroad because 


values, he adds. 

The war has also galvanised 
long-simmering resentment against 
Western power structures. “I don’t 
think that some of the other Brics 
members were burning to pick this 
fight with the West right now, but that 


he’s not prepared to take such a risk,” 
says Aslund. “He travels in an 
armoured train between his three 
main residences and in order to speak 
to him even now you have to be in 
quarantine for one week because of his 
paranoia about Covid.” 


Germany's car industry joins race 
to avert a post-Brexit cliffedge 


New EU rules of origin 
could put the brakes on 
the growing EV market, 
writes Howard Mustoe 


erman carmakers are ramping 
G up pressure on Brussels to avoid 

a post-Brexit cliff edge for the 
auto industry as officials in Whitehall 
race to strike a deal. 

Mercedes and Volkswagen have 
this week joined other car marques 
in calling for the EU to delay the 
introduction of new rules that will 
hit cross-border trade with Britain. 

Under new “rules of origin” that 
will come into force from January, 
45pc of the value of an electric vehicle 
(EV) must originate from either the UK 
or the European Union. 

Cars that fail to achieve this threshold 
will be hit with a 10pc tax if shipped to 
the EU from Britain, or vice versa. 

The industry fears the massive price 
rises will crush sales, warning that jobs 
will be lost without action. 

British manufacturers last month 
publicly called for Westminster and 
Brussels to delay the tariffs. JLR, Ford 
and Stellantis, which owns Vauxhall, 
all raised the alarm about the looming 
deadline. 

Now Mercedes has joined the calls, 
becoming one of the first major 
German manufacturers to publicly 
speak out. “We need more time for 
this transition and we would therefore 
appreciate political support, together 
with our British partners, in this 
matter,’ said the Mercedes chief 
executive, Ola Kallenius, last week. 

Its fellow German carmaker 
Volkswagen has also urged officials 
to push back the deadline. 

Aspokesman said: “The automotive 
industry in the EU has stated that it sees 
difficulties in meeting the next phase 


of rules of origin (from 2024) and 
would welcome the extension of the 
current rules of origin for battery cells, 
battery packs and electric vehicles 
until the end of 2026.” 

BMW, which manufactures in Britain 
under the Mini brand, is understood to 
also support a delay. 

Officials in Whitehall are now 
scrambling to avert a “cliff edge”. 
Negotiations between the UK and EU 
are understood to be progressing 
slowly, but Whitehall insiders are 
cautiously optimistic. Both parties are 
likely to want a resolution given the 
importance of cross-border trade to 
the car industry. 

The tariffs were originally proposed 
as a way to avoid Britain becoming a 
backdoor for cheap Asian cars being 
imported into the EU and undercutting 
local manufacturers. 

However, the phasing in of the tariffs 
has coincided with an industry-wide 
shift to EVs and auto companies have 
struggled to stand up their supply 
chains in time to meet the deadline. 
The necessary plants to make electric 
motors and process minerals, let alone 
the vast gigafactories needed to hit 
the targets, are all a long way off. 

Richard Peberdy, UK head of 
automotive for KPMG, said: “The need 
for a higher percentage of an electric 
vehicle to be sourced from within the 
UK or EU poses a significant challenge, 
especially as battery production is still 
in its infancy within Europe.” 

After the collapse of British Volt, 
which planned a vast battery factory 
in the North East of England, Britain’s 
only existing EV car battery capacity 
is owned by Nissan. 

Areport last week from the Policy 
Exchange think tank said the 
Government’s “erratic” meddling in 
industrial policy was partly to blame for 
Britain’s ailing car industry. While there 
are more gigafactories in development 


The tariffs 

were originally 
proposed as 

a way to avoid 
Britain becoming 
a backdoor for 
cheap Asian cars 
being imported 
into the EU and 
undercutting local 
manufacturers 


on the Continent, the EU too needs 
more time to stand them up. 

German carmakers also have good 
reason to want more time: Britain is the 
second-largest car market in Europe, 
after Germany, and the number one 
destination for EU exporters, according 
to data from the European Automobile 
Manufacturers’ Association. The EU 
exported more than Im cars to the UK 
last year. 

European carmakers stand to lose 
the most ifa solution can’t be found, 
says Andrew Thurston, a customs duty 
consultant with accountants MHA. 

“If you add 10pc onto the cost of a 
Volkswagen, and you compare that with 
something like a Kia [made in South 
Korea], when you look at the current 
state of affairs with the cost of living, 
that could sway a buyer,” he says. 

Most manufacturers want the tariff 
deadline to be pushed back to 2027. This 
would give all carmakers more time to 
build up their local supply chains. 

By 2027, a slew of battery plants and 
production lines are likely to be ready. 
Stellantis and Ford will have new 
gigafactories churning out batteries 
in Europe, which can supply British 
factories without incurring tariffs, 
and Mini owner BMW is likely to have 
refined its plans for electrifying its 
British brand. 

Ford also aims to build more electric 
motor units for its EVs in its Halewood 
plant near Liverpool. 

Mike Hawes, chief executive of 
industry group the Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders, said: “Ata 
time when every country is accelerating 
their transition to zero emission 
transport, and global competitors are 
offering billions to attract investment 
in their industries, a pragmatic solution 
must be found quickly” 

An EU official said: “The TCA [Trade 
and Cooperation Agreement] is the 
outcome ofa negotiation in which both 
sides agreed to an overall balance of 
commitments. This includes clear 
terms for rules of origin for cars and 
other products traded under the terms 
of the TCA. 

“Any issues regarding the TCA and its 
operation can be raised by either side in 
the bodies that were set up by the TCA” 

A government spokesman said: “The 
Business and Trade Secretary has raised 
concerns about the 2024 Rules of Origin 
changes for Electric Vehicles and their 
batteries with the EU and is determined 
to find a joint UK-EU solution, which 
ensures the UK remains one of the best 
locations in the world for automotive 
manufacturing.” 
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History of a hated levy 


Margaret Thatcher 
1979-1990 
The proportion of estates paying IHT - 
brought in by Labour in 1975- more 
than halved to 2.8pc while Thatcher was 
prime minister 


Growing inheritance tax burden 


Tony Blair 

1997-2007 

But the proportion of estates caught nearly 
doubled again under Labour, with the 

Exchequer raking in £4bn by the time of his 

resignation 


> 


evERTIME 


SHARE OF ESTATES AT DEATH LIABLE FOR 


10 


TAX 


% 


| 
= 


| 
| Margaret Thatcher elected l| 


0 
1974 
-75 


1976 
-77 


1978 1980 
-79 -81 


1982 
-83 


1984 
-85 


> 


Gordon Brown 
2007-2010 
Asharp fall in IHT happened under Gordon 
Brown as the Labour prime minister reacted 
to George Osborne’s popular pledge to raise 
the threshold to £1m 


Last major effort to cut it came under David 
Cameron when the £175,000 residence 
nil-rate band was reduced, taking most 
family homes up to £1m outside the tax 


David Cameron 
2010-2016 
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Sorry tale of addiction to death taxes 


Inheritance tax appeals to Labour’s belief in redistribution of wealth, but it is 
politically difficult for the party - as its voters dislike it. Charlotte Gifford reports 


The Telegraph | CAMPAIGN 


ith the number of estates 
\ Ñ / paying inheritance tax (IHT) 
set to reach its highest levels 
since the 1970s, Conservative MPs and 
The Daily Telegraph are calling on the 
party to scrap the tax before thousands 
more families are caught in its snare. 
Itis easy to blame the soaring burden 
on the Government, under whom tax 
thresholds are frozen until 2027-28. But 
to pin the record IHT revenues on this 
stealth tax raid is not entirely fair. 
Historically, Labour chancellors and 
prime ministers have consistently made 
decisions that have worsened the 
impact of this loathed tax. It was Labour 


who introduced IHT - then Capital 
Transfer Tax - in 1975. At the time, this 
included a tax on lifetime gifts. This par- 
ticular element was abolished in 1986 
under Margaret Thatcher’s chancellor 
Nigel Lawson, who called it “an unwel- 
come and unwarranted impost”. 

Thanks to his tax-cutting, the propor- 
tion of estates paying IHT had more 
than halved from 7.3pc when Thatcher 
first became prime minister to just 
2.8pc by the time she left office. 

We then saw a complete reversal 
under Labour leader Tony Blair. When 
he took over, IHT generated £1.6bn a 
year. But at the time of his resignation in 
2007, the tax take had grown to a mon- 
strous £4bn and the proportion of 
estates paying it shot up from 2.5pc to 


4.4pc. David Denton of investment 
management firm Quilter Cheviot, said: 
“The Blair/Brown Labour years saw a 
huge increase in the inheritance tax 
take which was fuelled by a combina- 
tion of rocketing house prices coupled 
with the Treasury’s miserly increases in 
the inheritance tax threshold. 

“House prices soared by 130pc from 
1997 to 2004, while the nil-rate band 
threshold above which inheritance tax 
is paid for most increased by only 25pc, 
from £210,000 to £263,000.” 

As our chart shows, there was then a 
dramatic drop in IHT revenue when 
Gordon Brown came in. 

Credit for this reduction should go - 
not to Labour - but George Osborne. In 
2007, the former Conservative chancel- 


lor, then in opposition, promised to 
increase the IHT threshold to £1m ifthe 
Tories were elected. The pledge was so 
popular that Mr Brown lost his lead in 
the polls. 

The Labour prime minister reacted 
by scrapping plans for a snap general 
election, while his chancellor Alistair 
Darling made a last-minute change to 
his Budget, allowing couples to transfer 
their nil-rate band. The effect of this 
was that, in the following year, the tax 


‘The Blair/Brown Labour 
years saw a huge increase 
in the take with house 
prices soaring 130pc’ 


take from IHT halved as the tax-free 
allowance effectively doubled. 
Despite this, under Mr Brown, 
Labour continued to take steps that 
would increase the country’s IHT bur- 
den. One of the lesser-known, yet most 
significant, changes made to the IHT 
system by Mr Brown was around the 
taxation of trusts used by families to 
shield their assets for their children. 
Before Mr Brown’s tax changes, 
transfers made into trusts that took the 
donor over their nil-rate band would 
become IHT-free after seven years. But 
Mr Brown changed this. Now such 
transfers incur an immediate 20pc IHT 
charge. Chris Etherington of tax firm 
RSM said: “Trusts were seemingly seen 
as inheritance tax avoidance vehicles 
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Theresa May 
2016-2019 
Tax thresholds remained frozen 
throughout Theresa May’s time in charge 
and subsequent Tory governments. IHT 
revenue is now more than £7bna year 


and their use has been substantially 
reduced by Labour changes. Since then, 
the number of trusts in the UK has 
declined by around a third.” 

This was not the only major IHT 
change that Labour made during the 
Brown years. In 2009, Mr Darling froze 
the nil-rate band. It remains stuck at 
£325,000 to this day. 

“Since Alistair Darling placed the 
inheritance nil-rate band into deep 
freeze, inheritance tax revenues have 
more than doubled and other chancel- 
lors have been happy to follow Labour’s 
lead on this,” Mr Etherington said. 

The last major effort to reduced IHT 
came in 2017, when Mr Osborne intro- 
duced the £175,000 nil-rate band, giv- 
ing couples a joint allowance of £1m. 

This caused a slight dip in the 
number of families paying death duties. 
However, the damage had already been 
done. Because of the deep freeze that 
Mr Darling initiated almost 15 years ago, 
IHT revenue now stands at £7.1bn a 
year. Despite its historic commitment 
to death duties, Labour has refused to 
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What IHT brings in a year thanks 
to Alistair Darling’s nil-rate deep 
freeze in 2009 which to this day 

is stuck at £325,000 


say whether it would scrap or increase 
the tax should it come to power. 

In theory, on an ideological level, IHT 
fits comfortably with the party’s belief 
in the redistribution of wealth. How- 
ever, supporting the tax is politically 
difficult for the party. Only a third of 
Labour voters find inheritance tax fair, 
according to a poll conducted by Ben 
Ansell of Nuffield College, Oxford. 

Mr Ansell says the party cannot 
afford to raise even more cash through 
the levy. He said: “Raising inheritance 
tax is likely to be unpopular with most 
voters, including Labour ones, and it 
raises relatively little revenue.” 

Yet IHT is on track to do serious dam- 
age to tens of thousands of families. The 
Office for Budget Responsibility fore- 
casts that a quarter of a million estates 
will be dragged into its clutches over 
the next five years. 

A Labour spokesman said: “If the 
Tory leadership wants tax advice from 
Nadhim Zahawi and economics lessons 
from Liz Truss, then more fool them.” 


Contact us 

How has inheritance tax impacted 
you? Do you have a story for our 
campaign? 

> Email money@telegraph.co.uk 


How to check your state pension 


t’s easy to assume your state pension 

will be ready and waiting for you by 

the time you retire, but thousands of 
people are underpaid each year. Last 
year alone record high state pension 
errors meant that more than £500m in 
retirement income went unclaimed. 

The state pension system is complex 
but figuring out if you are being under- 
paid is essential. An error unchecked 
could cost you tens of thousands of 
pounds in your retirement. 

Here, Telegraph Money reveals how 
to check if the Government is paying 
you all that you are owed. 


HOW MUCH SHOULD 

MY STATE PENSION BE? 

Your state pension depends on when 
you were born and how long you paid 
National Insurance contributions 
(NICs). Men born before April 6 1951 and 
women before April 6 1953 receive the 
basic state pension. If you were born 
after this then you will receive the new 
state pension, which is higher. 

If you have a track record of about 35 
years of contributions, you should be 
entitled to a full state pension. For peo- 
ple under the “old” system, this is 
£156.20 a week, or £8,122.40 a year. For 
the younger retirees, this is £203.85 a 
week, or £10,600.20 pear year. 

This may not be what’s on your state 
pension forecast if there are gaps in 
your NICs record, if you have taken a 
career break or worked abroad, for 
example. Gaps can also arise from earn- 
ing alow income, not being required to 
pay NICs, or being self-employed and 
not making adequate contributions, or 
if you are a married woman or widow 
who stopped paying reduced rates of 
NI, sometimes called the “small stamp”, 
when they were phased out in 1977. 

Alice Haine, of the broker Bestinvest, 


The state pension will surpass £10,000 for the 
first time this year thanks to the triple lock 
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said HMRC had already identified 
several instances where people’s state 
pension entitlements were incorrect. 


Money “This particularly affects married 
women, widows, divorcees and those 

newsletter aged over 80. While the Government is 

Get the best of working to resolve this, it is always wise 

Telegraph Money, to follow up if you feel you have not 

straight to your been notified of a mistake yet or suspect 

inbox every week your case has not been identified.” 

> telegraph.co.uk/ 

moneynewsletter HOW TO CHECK YOUR STATE 
PENSION ENTITLEMENT 


First, check your state pension forecast 
at: www.gov.uk/check-state-pension. 

Check your National Insurance 
record for gaps here: hitps//jwww.gov. 
uk/check-national-insurance-record. 
You can also request a printed National 
Insurance statement online, by phone 
or by post if you live abroad. 

You can also write to HM Revenue 
and Customs to request a statement at 
this address: National Insurance contri- 
butions and Employers Office, HM Rev- 
enue and Customs, BX9 1AN. 


I’M BEING UNDERPAID - 

WHAT CAN I DO? 

Do not panic if you think your state pen- 
sion payments are too low - you can 
work with the Government to fill in 
gaps in your NI record and boost your 
pension. There are two main ways to do 
this: paying voluntary NI contributions 
and claiming NI credits. 


NI CONTRIBUTIONS 

Check to see if paying voluntary contri- 
butions is the right route for you, as in 
some cases they do not always boost 
your payments and you could be wast- 
ing money. 

Ifyou think this could be a risk, check 
with the Government’s Future Pension 
Centre (0800 731 0175, or +44 (0)191 218 
3600 from abroad). 

The Centre also offers an online form 
for inquiries. 

You can typically backdate your NI 
contribution history by six years, but 
the Government has created a one-off 
concession allowing you to buy back 
extra missed years from the 2006-07 tax 
year, up to 2015-16. But this window of 
opportunity expires on July 31. 


NI CREDITS 

You may also be able to claim NI credits 
at no cost, such as for childcare or 
having been on certain allowances. 

People on the basic state pension may 
also be able to boost their payments if 
they are married or in a civil partner- 
ship or if their partner has died. 

Ms Haine said: “The Department for 
Work and Pensions has a dedicated por- 
tal for people to access this information, 
so have the date of birth and death of the 
person underpaid to hand, as well as the 
last-known address and the full details 
of their spouse or civil partner.” 

Lauren Almeida 


What you need to dream of 
a comfortable retirement 


A comfortable retirement and all that 
comes with that is something about 
which we all think about and dream. 

But how to get there, and whether 
we're squirrelling away enough today 
to achieve our goals tomorrow, usually 
are not at the forefront of our minds. 

According to the latest projections 
from the Pensions and Lifetime Savings 
Association (PLSA), a trade body, some- 
one who wants a “comfortable” retire- 
ment would need at least £37,300 a year 
(£54,500 for couples), to fund three 
weeks in Europe a year, theatre trips 
and regular beauty treatments. 

The minimum income needed for 
basic living would be £12,800 a year, or 
£19,900 for a couple. 

But knowing whether you're on track 
for this or your future resources seem 
more sparse can be difficult. 

Telegraph Money asked Aegon, the 
pensions firm, to work out how much 
someone would need to have saved to 
achieve an annual income of £37,300 
post 68, when most young people today 
will receive their state pension. 

Are you on track? 

To hit this target, said Steven Cam- 
eron, of Aegon, on top ofa full state pen- 
sion, the retiree would needa pot worth 
£557,800 in today’s money. A saver 
starting at the age of 22 would need to 
make contributions of £490 a month, 
rising each year in line with earnings. 

Mr Cameron said: “This may seem 
out of reach but your employer has to 
make a contribution to your workplace 
pension and some are prepared to 
match the employee pound for pound.” 

This would reduce the cost to the 
individual to £245 a month. However, 
the generous tax relief offered by the 
Government on money put into a pen- 
sion means a basic-rate taxpayer would 
need to save £196 from take-home pay, 


Are your 
savings on 
track? 


Age 22 
£0 


25 
£24,000 


30 
£66,900 


35 
£113,800 


40 
£165,200 


45 
£221,400 


50 
£283,000 


55 
£350,300 


while a high-rate taxpayer would need 
to put away £147. 

These figures assume that first, earn- 
ings and pension savings will grow by 
3pc a year and the full state pension will 
grow with inflation. Similarly, the firm 
assumed the saver’s pot would grow 
4.25pc a year after fees. It also assumed 
long term inflation would be 2pc a year. 

We also asked Aegon to calculate 
how much needs to be saved by each 
age - in five-year intervals - to be “on 
track”. The results are in our table. Of 
course, late starters or those who have 
not saved at a high enough level could 
catch up by increasing contributions. 

“If you’re already above age 22, and 
haven’t been making any pension pro- 
vision, then you’ve got some catching 
up to do, and the older you are, the big- 
ger the catch-up challenge,” said Mr 
Cameron. “It’s important to note that 
these are the fund values you’d need at 
each age along with an ongoing contri- 
bution of £490 a month increasing with 
earnings to be on track for that 
£37,300-a-year pension.” 

The figures are all based on current 
annuity rates which are significantly 
higher than they have been in recent 
years. If annuity rates fall from current 
levels, you would need a larger fund to 
secure a £37,300 income. 

However, most people take ad hoc or 
regular withdrawals from pension 
drawdown accounts, leaving the rest 
invested in the stock market. 

Wealth manager Quilter estimates 
that a 66-year-old on full state pension 
drawing down their private pot would 
need £450,000, which would be 
exhausted by age 88. 

This is far less than what you would 
need if buying an annuity, and gives you 
the flexibility of passing it on. 

Sam Brodbeck 
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Fame © Fortune 
‘Twent to jail for losing £800m — but I still invest 


j p There was violence between the Triad 
Nick Leeson tells Dan There wás. Therewastiolenoe between the Diad 
Moore about being a violence aged. What helped was that when I 

d d li f between arrived everyone believed I was this 

3 super-criminal who’d stolen $2bn 

e tra er an : we the Triad (£1.6bn). This gave me some kudos and 
MaosmMgapore prison ultimately allowed me to survive. There 
5 p p gangs, but I were some other English lads, in for 

was socially drugs, who had a very rough time, 


ick Leeson, 56, is the “rogue 
\ trader” who broke Barings Bank. 
In 1995, he was imprisoned in a 
Singapore jail, serving four years and 
four months for fraudulently racking 
up losses of around £830m. This was 
enough to cause the 233-year-old bank, 
whose customers included Queen 
Elizabeth II, to collapse. 

He is still regularly reminded of his 
claim to infamy, with strangers 
demanding to know how much money 
he’s lost lately. Nick, who was portrayed 
by Ewan McGregor in the film of his 
book Rogue Trader, lives in Ireland with 
his wife, Leona. 

He travels the world delivering 
keynote speeches based on his 
experiences. 


DID YOUR PARENTS TEACH YOU 
ANY VALUABLE MONEY LESSONS? 
To be honest, I don’t think I got any. 
They worked hard and, living on a 
council estate in Watford with four 
young children, really struggled to earn 


adept and 
managed’ 


forced to join a Triad gang and so on. 


WHAT DID YOU MAKE OF THE FILM 
ROGUE TRADER? 

Sir David Frost made the movie, and he 
came to interview me after my arrest at 
the holding prison in Frankfurt, before 
being extradited to Singapore. He paid 
for an option on a movie. No one 
expected it to be made, until Ewan 
McGregor got involved. 

McGregor gave a sympathetic por- 
trayal and was quite sympathetic in 
interviews he conducted at the time. I 
never met or spoke to him but I think 
the compassionate nature came from 
Sir David. I had no direct involvement 
with the film. It portrayed some of the 
madness of that time, the lack of con- 
trol, but it over-egged or simplified 
some of it. I’ve seen it a couple of times. 


ARE YOU A SPENDER OR A SAVER? 
I’ve always been a spender. 


WHAT’S YOUR BIGGEST 
INDULGENCE? 
I’m pretty unmaterialistic. I’ve always 


enough to get by most of the time. I sup- „p | 
pose that instilled a certain work ethic È 
because money was very difficult to 2) 


come by. had a Rolex and I like a chocolate creme 
bar, but my wife has bought me most of 
WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST JOB? the nice things I own. 


DO YOU STILL DABBLE IN THE 
MARKETS? 
I still trade, I’m still actively involved 


about eight, and then from about ne ji 
years old I used to mix for my dad, who z 
was a plasterer. I worked on sites, but 2 


the only real attraction of that was the 
breakfast as I had no great passion to 
spend my life mixing bonding or doing 
hard manual labour. 


8 


WHAT PROMPTED THE MOVE TO 
BARINGS BANK? 
There were lots of opportunities to 


all the big decisions and there was noth- 
ing in the period before going to Singa- 
pore that suggested that wasn’t going to 


back, and move on with my life and 
learn froma close shave. Unfortunately, 
it didn’t play out that way. 


and I have a small pension through 
which I invest in one or two relatively 
volatile stocks. I don’t let anyone else 
hold my pension fund, in case they 


Online move between the banks operating happen. lose it! 
HOW DID YOU SETTLE ON A CAREER Read our full in the Square Mile back then. I’d spent I was on a massive upward curve, hit- AT WHAT POINT DID YOU REALISE 
IN THE CITY? series of two years at Coutts, moved to Morgan ting all my targets, achieving all my YOU WERE IN SERIOUS TROUBLE? ANY RETIREMENT PLANS? 
I was academically very sound and Fame & Fortune Stanley, and then Barings to workin work and personal goals. But it wasa It was quite late in the story. I kept I have no designs on retiring. I want to 
always wanted to go touniversity.Inmy .“ `. their Far East futures and options poorly managed organisation that hanging on to the thought that the provide for my family, my children. My 
head I was always destined for a desk interviews market, ending up in Singapore. allowed me to step over the line. I Singapore markets would turn in my parents didn’t leave me anything, and I 
> 
job, not on the tools. telegraph.co.uk/ When you look at the story, you’re wasn’t the first person to hide thelossin favour, or the losses wouldn’t be quite don’t want to do the same, so I think I'll 
That held until I was about 17, when go/fame always going to get a bit of grief about an illegal account at Barings. I used to so bad this week. You feed on these always work a bit. 


a load of people from my school were 
applying to Coutts Bank, which 
was advertising. I did too, and was 
taken on. 

There wasn’t any snobbery, no work- 


how much money you lost, and people 
call me the worst trader of all time or 
whatever. Yet, I was very successful 
during that period and achieved an 
awful lot. I got to where I got because I 


see it regularly, and that breeds errone- 
ous behaviour. I was seeing people put 
losses into an error account and “ware- 
housing” it for a few hours or maybe a 
couple of days, then skimming a little 


crumbs, and ignore all the negatives. 
Of course, the right thing to do is 
act early, but you’re in denial and 
convinced you can turn it around. 


Nick Leeson is 


I’m coming up to 25 years as a key- 
note and after-dinner speaker. It wasn’t 
something I had an eye on, but I fell into 
it and I enjoy it. It’s not a self-motiva- 
tional type of thing, unless you get moti- 


ing-class, middle-class or blue-blood was very good at what I did. off the next good trading to clear the HOW DID YOU FEEL TO FIND nae by th vated by hearing about what happens if 
divide. Everyone just wanted to make error. You know you're stepping over YOURSELF IN A SINGAPORE JAIL? Pek uci the you do what I did. 

the most of their opportunity. I was HOW DID IT GO WRONG? the line, but because you’ve seenithap- Singapore was nothing like Midnight departure gate at 

very hard working, keen and accurate. Ihada very exalted opinion of whatsuc- pen so many times it becomes easy, Express, which was one of my favourite Singapore airport Nick Leeson is available for keynote, 

The ethos was if you were all these cess looked like. In my eyes, I was prob- almost acceptable. movies! Changi prison was new, clean, in 1999 after his conference and after-dinner speaking 


things you’d achieve. 


ably going to the top of Barings, making 


My motivation was to get the money 


Easy ways to pick the right 
shares and beat the market 


Algy Hall explains the 
commonsense lessons 
he learned in a decade 
of number crunching 


Over the decades, finance experts have 
uncovered good evidence that there are 
a handful of investment styles that beat 
the market. Commonsense lessons from 
this number crunching can act as an 
excellent guide for private investors 
hunting for winning shares. 

Over 10 years from 2011, I screened 
the UK market for stocks inspired by 
four of these well-recognised styles - 
quality, momentum, value, and 
low-volatility investing. The success left 
me stunned. 

Stock screens select shares based on 
predetermined financial characteris- 
tics. The ones I ran were reassessed 
yearly and published in the Investors 
Chronicle magazine. Over a decade they 
outperformed by between 242 and 388 
percentage points on a total return 
(where dividends are reinvested) basis. 

These are some of the most valuable 
things I learned. 


QUALITY 

Beat the market by 388 percentage points 
The secret of its success is rooted in the 
idea of compounding, something Albert 
Einstein is said to have called “the 
eighth wonder of the world”. 

Take the example of a new company 
that has £1m to invest and can generate 
a 20pc return on that investment in a 
year. It will make £200,000 in year one. 
If it reinvests this profit, in year two it 
will generate 20pc on £1.2m, or 
£240,000. If reinvestment in growth 
continues, the original £1m investment 
will snowball to be worth an incredible 
£1bn (1,000 times the original amount) 
in about 38 years. 

The power of compounding is hard to 
appreciate in the moment, but it creates 
huge wealth over long periods. This 
means incredible opportunities often 
hide in plain sight, even when shares 
look superficially expensive. The type 
of quality characteristics looked for 
were persistently strong profitability 
along with a sound balance sheet. 

Quality investing is most likely to 
underperform when markets are recov- 
ering from a fall; quality companies 
have less from which to recover. 


MOMENTUM 

Beat the market by 262 
percentage points 

When a share price has risen 


A 


& 


traditional valuation meas- 
ures, which compare share 
prices to companies’ profits 
or net asset values, have 


strongly, it can feel like we’ve Katie . become ineffective. An 
missed the boat. More often Morley 1s alternative approach to val- 
itis a sign of good things hap- away uation that my screen 
pening that will attract more Email Ratieat employed was to look for 
investors tojumpaboardand | kminvestigates@ | Companies that appeared 
push the price even higher. telegraph.co.uk cheap compared with sales 


There is often hype with 
momentum stocks, and this 


You can also 


and which also had histori- 
cally displayed decent profit 


investment style can blow up write to margins; suggesting sales 
if there is an abrupt reversal Katie Morley, could be a source of healthy 
in sentiment. It is possible to Telegraph profits even for a company 


try to avoid the worst of the 
hype by looking for compa- 


Money, The Daily 
Telegraph, 111 


currently misfiring. 
Shares become oversold 


nies displaying both share eis eian because it’s very hard for us 
price and profit momentum. London to imagine sunny uplands 
Upgrades to brokers’ fore- SWIW ODT when a company is strug- 
casts can be a particularly gling. In reality, though, 
valuable indicator. For full companies and shares often 

But there is no antidote to terms visit bounce back. This is part of 
its vulnerability to swings in | telegraph.couk/ | g widespread natural 
sentiment. During the 10 eee phenomenon known by 
years in which my momen- Cee statisticians as “reversion to 
tum screen outperformed so y the mean”. 


strongly, it also experienced 
a gargantuan 54pc maximum “peak to 
trough” fall versus 35pc from the mar- 
ket. This illustrates why my advice is to 
only use screens as a source of ideas 
rather than for off-the-shelf portfolios. 
Momentum usually does best late in 
bull markets. Downturns and recoveries 
can both be tricky. 


VALUE 

Beat the market by 242 percentage points 
Using low valuations to identify shares 
that have been oversold has historically 
been very effective. But more recently, 
there’s been growing reason to think 


Algy Hall screened the market for 10 years - 
his strategy's success left him stunned 


Value strategies tend to 
suffer during bear markets but rocket 
during recoveries. Like momentum 
investing, this is a high-risk style. 


LOW-VOLATILITY 

Beat market by 267 percentage points 
Counterintuitively, investors do not 
get rewarded for taking more risk, 
according to my research. Less vola- 
tile, low-risk shares tend to outper- 
form. This can be explained by our 
weakness for the excitement of high- 
risk, high-reward long shots while 
overlooking the delight of dull, con- 
servatively run businesses. 

A feature of these is that they tend to 
hand back more money to sharehold- 
ers and invest less in glory projects. 
That makes screening for both good 
dividend payers and less-volatile 
shares a great combination. 

Shares in these kinds of companies 
tend to underperform during hot 
markets but more than make up for 
this when markets fall. 

Appreciating how, why, and when 
these four strategies work can help to 
make private investors far more effec- 
tive in hunting for winning shares. 


Four Ways to Beat the Market: A 
practical guide to stock screening 
strategies to help you pick winning 
shares, by Algy Hall (Harriman House) 


very strict and it had CCTV everywhere. 


Perpetual 
Allure 


MAJESTY, WEALTH, POWER 
- AND PROTECTION 


W 


hatever gold means to you, 


the case for precious metal 


ownership only grows stronger. 


Central banks can’t print gold and 


silver, which perhaps explains why 


they bought more gold in 2022 than 


in any year on record back to 1950. 


Add real value to your portfolio today 


and find out more about the world’s 


oldest obsession at Sharps Pixley. 
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Television & Radio 


PED 


Today 


All the Beauty and the Bloodshed 
BBC Two, 10pm; not NI 
This exceptionally 

Pick \ powerful, Oscar- 
OFTHE |nominated documentary 
WEEK / traces the name-and- 
shame campaign that 
set out to hold the Sackler family 
accountable for their role in the 
US opioid crisis - through the 
manufacturing and marketing of the 
highly addictive drug OxyContin by 
their company Purdue Pharma. Over 
the course of two hours, director Laura 
Poitras interweaves the ups and down 
of the campaign’s first four years with 
the story of the artist who led it - Nan 
Goldin, whose work was showcased by 
many of the major cultural institutions 
that accepted lavish donations from 
the Sacklers. It was largely through 
Goldin’s activism that institutions such 
as the Guggenheim in New York and 
the Tate and National Portrait Gallery 
in London were forced, in essence, 
to acknowledge a link between the 
Sacklers’ money and the deaths of 
over half a million opioid addicts 
in America. Poitras’s portrayal of 
Goldin’s own story is just as affecting. 
In particular, how her family 
background and the death by suicide 
of her older sister Barbara, at the age 
of 18, propelled Goldin into lifetime of 
rebellion, edgy art photography and 
political activism. Gerard O’Donovan 


Gods of Tennis 

BBC Two, 9pm 

This entertaining boxsetted three- 
parter, made up of archive footage 
and new interviews, transports us 
back to the 1970s to recall how a 
generation of charismatic mavericks - 
Billie Jean King, Arthur Ashe, Bjorn 
Borg, Martina Navratilova, John 
McEnroe - revolutionised tennis. Plus, 
how Wimbledon provided the perfect 
stage for, as one contributor puts it, 
“brutal gladiatorial combat that’s 
disguised as a vicar’s tea party”. GO 


Monday 


Vicky McClure: 
My Grandad’s War 
ITVI, 9pm 

Have tissues at 
the ready for this 
documentary 
to mark 
Tuesday’s 79th 
anniversary of g 
D-Day, as 

Line of Duty’s 
Vicky McClure 
learns 
about her 
97-year-old 


grandfather’s role in the most crucial 
day of the Second World War. Like 
so many of his generation, Ralph 
McClure rarely spoke of his part in the 
day “hell let loose” in Normandy, until 
the actress persuaded him to take part 
in this film. As the McClures visit 
Sword Beach and other sites, Ralph 
recalls how, as a football-obsessed 
teenager in Nottingham - 80 miles 
from the sea - he joined the Navy as 
asignaller. He recounts the day 
Winston Churchill visited the 
troops on the beach, and how he was 
involved in the building of 
~~, Mulberry Harbour after 
AP * D-Day. The ending, at 
A > the British Normandy 
X Memorial in France, is 
—__ deeply moving. 


ee Veronica Lee 
" 4 Once Upon 
% \ aTimein 
Northern 
Ireland 


BBC Two, 
VY 9pm 
“V James 
w Bluemel’s 
excellent 
documentary 
series charting 


the Troubles continues as IRA 
prisoners start their hunger strikes 
and tit-for-tat killings become 
commonplace. Tonight’s episode 
concentrates on three women - one 
married to an RUC officer, one to an 
IRA gunman, and one who was the 
daughter of a hunger striker - each 
with devastating stories to tell. 

“In the flick of a switch,” says one, 
“your life changed forever.” VL 


Tuesday 


Steeltown Murders: 
Hunting a Serial Killer 
BBC One, 9pm 

This sort of documentary has become 
astandard accompaniment to true- 
crime dramas these days; a factual 
spelling out of what the previous 
days or weeks have been dramatising. 
Airing the day after the conclusion 

of Steeltown Murders, this is a fairly 
dogged, step-by-step account of the 
two investigations, embellished by 
compelling archive and a few clips 
from the drama. It does allow us to 
appreciate anew the performances 

of Philip Glenister and Steffan Rhodri 
as Paul Bethell and Phil Rees; 
the real, retired coppers feature 
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Nan Goldin takes on the Sacklers in All the Beauty and the Bloodshed; Vicky McClure: My Grandad’s War (below, left) 


here, their determination as apparent 
as the demons still haunting them 
after decades searching for the killer 
of three teenage girls in Port Talbot 
in the 1970s. While the documentary 
is careful to avoid explicit criticism 
of the police, the shortcomings of the 
investigation are plain enough to see. 
Gabriel Tate 


Le 


Jane McDonald hosts the Soap Awards 


The British Soap Awards 2023 

ITV, 8pm 

With usual host Phillip Schofield 
stepping down following his dramatic 
exit from This Morning, Jane 
McDonald will now spearhead events. 
The show must go on and, as ever, 
EastEnders, Hollyoaks, Doctors, 
Coronation Street and Emmerdale 


Wednesday 


Britain’s Forgotten Pensioners: 
Dispatches 

Channel 4, 1Opm 

A desperately depressing report on 
the impact the cost of living crisis is 
having on UK pensioners, too many 
of whom face the impossible dilemma 
of having to choose between heating 
their homes or eating. Looking at the 
problem through three individual - 
and equally moving - cases, the film is 
packed with stark statistics about the 
scale of the crisis, and should bea 
clarion call to any pensioner struggling 
with the ever-increasing cost of living 
to check that they are receiving all the 
benefits to which they are entitled. 
One of those featured in this 
programme discovers, with the help 
of a local charity, that he’s actually 
entitled to over £100 a week more than 
he was getting; a sum sure to improve 
his quality of life (he’s been living 
without a fridge because it cost too 
much to run) significantly. GO 


Kisses at Fifty 

BBC Four, 10pm 

This 1973 Play for Today by Colin 
Welland and directed by Michael 
Apted has extraordinary immediacy 
and timelessness. A snapshot of 
working-class life in Yorkshire in the 
early 1970s, it is a strikingly humane 
response to the rocketing rise in the 
UK's divorce rate at the time. Bill 
Maynard (Carry On; Heartbeat) leads 
a superb cast as factory worker Harry, 
whose birthday drink at his local has 
far-reaching consequences. GO 


Thursday 


Michael Tippett: 

The Shadow and the Light 

BBC Two, 9pm 

British composer Michael Tippett was 
one of the leading visionaries of 
20th-century classical music. In this 
lovingly produced documentary, 
film-maker John Bridcut (best known 
for his BBC profiles of Britten and 
Elgar) paints a portrait of an under- 
appreciated genius: a composer whose 
music was as life-affirming as it was 
innovative, and whose personal life 
was defined by tragedy. Bridcut begins 
at the beginning: Tippett’s childhood, 
his university days, his influences. Yet 
his career only truly began in his 30s. 
It was here, during the darkest days of 
the Second World War, that the ardent 
pacifist (once jailed as a conscientious 
objector) wrote A Child of Our Time, 

a sweeping oratorio inspired by 
Kristallnacht. Sections of it are 
performed by the BBC Scottish 
Symphony Orchestra, conducted by 


challenge of Tippett’s more complex 
work. Even more challenging was 
Tippett’s personal life, in which he 
struggled with both his homosexuality 
and his romantic partners; two of 
whom killed themselves. As one 
contributor puts it, “loving Michael 
meant loving someone adulterous to 
the music.” Stephen Kelly 


Davina McCall's Pill Revolution 
Channel 4, 9pm 

“Hello and welcome to contraception 
roulette!” says Davina McCall, standing 
in front of a big wheel of possible 
contraception pill side-effects. It is a 
playful opening for what is a serious 
and engaging documentary: an 
exploration of why the science 
underpinning contraception has not 
moved forward, or omitted side 
effects, in more than 60 years. SK 


Friday 


The Crowded Room 

Apple TV+ 

Apple TV+ are quietly establishing 
themselves as the first destination for 
great original drama: Slow Horses, 


Bad Sisters, Silo to name a few. This 
psychological thriller, written by Akiva 
Goldsman (4 Beautiful Mind) and 
loosely based on the true story of Billy 
Milligan, is no exception. Spider-Man’s 
Tom Holland stars in and executive- 
produces the 10-part series about a 
man arrested for murder in 1970s New 
York. The opening episodes focus first 
on the event, then the interrogation. 
Holland’s performance of aman on 

the brink is anchored by a starry cast, 
including Amanda Seyfried’s 
(excellent) investigator. As she quizzes 
Sullivan, things start to slot together - 
unveiling a portrait of aman, and the 
justice system, more damaged than we 
thought. Poppie Platt 


Have I Got News For You 

BBC One, 9pm 

Harry Hill guest hosts with comedian 
Jack Dee, VICE UK editor Zing Tsjeng 
and team captains Paul Merton and Ian 
Hislop on the panel. The front pages 

- most likely covering Rishi Sunak’s 
uphill battles or the crisis over at ITV 


are up for the big prize. GT 


Harish Shankar, who relishes the 


- promise thought-provoking fare. PP 


PURCHASE YOUR LIMITED EDITION 
COMMEMORATIVE SPECIAL TODAY 


ie Deng oepa 


CHARLES II 


rnd Su 


The Archbishop 
Interviews 
Radio 4, 1.30pm 


The first instalment in 

the second series of this 
fascinating programme 

sees the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the Most Rev 
Justin Welby, interview 
more public figures about 
their inner lives. And today’s 
guest is a brilliant choice: 


Charlotte Runcie Q 
W a m 


John Cleese, renowned 
Monty Python member and 
civil servant at the Ministry 
of Silly Walks. Cleese 

and the Pythons have had 

a turbulent relationship 
with Christianity, most 
notably in connection 

with their hit 1979 film, 

Life of Brian. Cleese 
discusses his personal 
beliefs, and how they shape 
his values and actions. 


Whose Truth Is It 
Anyway? 
Radio 4, 4.30pm 


Writer and broadcaster 
Damian Barr concludes 

his series on truth in books 
with a thoughtful reflection 
on autofiction. How much 
truth do we expect from 
what we read, and who gets 
to decide what’s true or not: 
the writer, publishers, the 


audience? Barr is joined 
by Olivia Laing, Jarred 
McGinnis and Taymour 
Soomro, as well as Suede’s 
Brett Anderson, whose new 
album is titled Autofiction, 
to consider some of the 
intersecting questions and 
issues raised by this very 
contemporary genre. 

Do readers have a right 

to know if a story comes 
directly from real life? 


FM 97.6-99.8MHZ 


6.00am Radio 1's Chillout Anthems 
7.00 Adele Roberts 10.00 Radio 1 
Anthems 11.02 Radio 1 00s with Nat 
O'Leary 1.00pm Matt and Mollie 4.00 
Radio 1's Life Hacks 6.00 The Official 
Chart: First Look on Radio 17.00 
Radio 1's Chillest Show 9.00 Jack 
Saunders 11.00 BBC Introducing on 
Radio 112.00 Victoria Jane 1.30am 
Radio 1's UK R&B Mix 2.00 Radio 1's 
Decompression Session 3.00 Radio T's 
Chill Mix 3.30 Radio 1’s Big Weekend — 
Live in Dundee 4.00 Radio 1 Dance 
5.00 - 6.57am Arielle Free 


FM 88-90.2MHZ 


6.00am Good Morning Sunday 9.00 
Steve Wright 11.00 Michael Ball 
1.00pm Elaine Paige 3.00 Johnnie 
Walker 5.00 Rob Beckett 7.00 Tony 
Blackburn 8.00 Music Night 10.00 
Angela Griffin 12.00 Sam Pinkham 
3.00am Dermot O'Leary 4.00 - 
6.30am Owain Wyn Evans 


FM 90.2-92.4MHZ 


7.00am Breakfast 9.00 Sunday 
Morning 12.00 Private Passions 
1.00pm Lunchtime Concert 2.00 The 
Early Music Show 3.00 Choral 
Evensong 4.00 Jazz Record Requests 
5.00 The Listening Service 5.30 
Words and Music 6.45 Between the 
Ears: Supply Lines 7.15 Sunday 
Feature: New Generation Thinkers 
7.30 Drama on 3 9.00 Record Review 
Extra 11.00 Music and Machines 
12.00 Classical Fix 12.30am - 
6.30am Through the Night 


FM 92.4-94.6MHZ; LW 198KHZ 


6.00am News 6.05 Something 
Understood 6.35 On Your Farm 6.57 
Weather 7.00 News 7.00 Sunday 
Papers 7.10 Sunday 7.54 Radio 4 
Appeal 7.57 Weather 8.00 News 
8.00 Sunday Papers 8.10 Sunday 
Worship 8.48 A Point of View 8.58 
Tweet of the Day 9.00 Broadcasting 
House 10.00 The Archers 10.45am 
LW: Test Match Special 11.15 Desert 
Island Discs 12.00 News 12.01pm 
LW: Shipping Forecast 12.04 The 
Unbelievable Truth 12.04 LW: Test 
Match Special 12.30 The Food 
Programme 12.57 Weather 1.00 The 
World This Weekend 1.30 The 
Archbishop Interviews 2.00 
Gardeners’ Question Time 2.45 
Opening Lines 3.00 Drama: One 
Moonlit Night 4.00 Bookclub 4.30 
Whose Truth Is It Anyway? 5.00 The 
Today Debate 5.40 Profile 5.54 LW: 
Shipping 5.57 LW: Test Match Special 
6.00 News 6.15 Pick of the Week 
7.00 The Archers 7.15 Ashley Blaker: 
6.5 Children 7.45 On Portobello Prom 
8.00 More or Less 8.30 Last Word 
9.00 Money Box 9.25 Radio 4 Appeal 
9.30 Loose Ends 9.59 Weather 
10.00 The Westminster Hour 11.00 
The Moral Maze 12.00 News 
12.15am Thinking Allowed 12.45 
Bells on Sunday 12.48 Shipping 
1.00 As World Service 5.20 Shipping 
5.30 News 5.43 Prayer for the Day 
5.45 Farming 5.58 - 6.00am Tweet 
of the Day 


MW 693 & SO9KHZ 


6.00am 5 Live Science 7.00 Sunday 
Breakfast 10.00 Gordon Smart 12.00 


5 Live Sport 2.00pm 5 Live Formula 1 
4.00 5 Live Sport 6.30 6-0-6 8.00 
Kammy & Ben’s Proper Football 
Podcast 8.30 Different with Nicky 
Campbell 9.00 Stephen Nolan 12.00 
Terri White: Finding Britain's Ghost 
Children 12.30am Terri White: Finding 
Britain’s Ghost Children 1.00 Edward 
Adoo 5.00 - 6.00am Wake Up to 
Money 


FM 99.9-101.9MHZ 


7.00am Aled Jones 10.00 Andrew 
Marr 1.00pm Catherine Bott 4.00 
John Humphrys 7.00 Smooth Classics 
at Seven 9.00 Nature Notes with Alan 
Titchmarsh 10.00 Calm Classics 
1.00am Bill Overton 4.00 - 6.00am 
Early Breakfast 


DIGITAL ONLY 


6.00am Weekend 9.00 News 9.06 
From Our Own Correspondent 9.30 
Pick of the World 9.50 Over to You 
10.00 News 10.06 Music Life 11.00 
The Newsroom 11.30 This is Africa 
12.00 News 12.06pm BBC OS 
Conversations 12.30 Assignment 
1.00 Newshour 2.00 News 2.06 
Music Life 3.00 News 3.06 
Sportsworld 7.00 The Newsroom 7.30 
Unspun World with John Simpson 
8.00 News 8.06 Unexpected 
Elements 9.00 Newshour 10.06 The 
Climate Question 10.30 Pick of the 
World 10.50 Over to You 11.00 The 
Newsroom 11.20 Sports News 11.30 
Outlook 12.00 News 12.06am From 
Our Own Correspondent 12.30 The 
Global Jigsaw 12.50 More or Less 
1.00 The Newsroom 1.30 Discovery 
2.00 The Newsroom 2.30 


CrowdScience 3.00 News 3.06 People 
Fixing the World 3.30 Outlook 4.00 
The Newsroom 4.30 The Conversation 
5.00 - 8.00am Newsday 


DIGITAL ONLY 


6.00am Poetry Extra 6.30 One Two 
Three Four — The Beatles in Time 
Omnibus 7.40 Inheritance Tracks 7.50 
The Citadel Omnibus 9.00 The 
Clitheroe Kid 9.30 The Navy Lark 
10.00 Desert Island Discs Revisited — 
Honoured Actors 10.45 David 
Attenborough’s Life Stories 11.00 
Poetry Extra 11.30 One Two Three 
Four — The Beatles in Time Omnibus 
12.40pm Inheritance Tracks 12.50 
The Citadel Omnibus 2.00 The 
Clitheroe Kid 2.30 The Navy Lark 3.00 
Desert Island Discs Revisited — 
Honoured Actors 3.45 David 
Attenborough’s Life Stories 4.00 Fear 
on Four 4.30 | Am Legend 5.00 Poetry 
Extra 5.30 One Two Three Four — The 
Beatles in Time Omnibus 6.40 
inheritance Tracks 6.50 The Citadel 
Omnibus 8.00 The Clitheroe Kid 8.30 
The Navy Lark 9.00 Desert Island 
Discs Revisited - Honoured Actors 
9.45 David Attenborough’s Life 
Stories 10.00 The Tim Vine Chat Show 
10.30 Isy Suttie’s Love Letters 11.00 
28 Acts in 28 Minutes 11.30 Brian 
Appleton’s History of Rock ’n’ Roll 
11.45 Self Storage 12.00 Poetry Extra 
12.30am One Two Three Four - The 
Beatles in Time Omnibus 1.40 
Inheritance Tracks 1.50 The Citadel 
Omnibus 3.00 The Clitheroe Kid 

3.30 The Navy Lark 4.00 Desert 
Island Discs Revisited - Honoured 
Actors 4.45 David Attenborough’s 

Life Stories 5.00 Barbara Allen 

5.45 - 6.00am Short Works 
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Today’s television 


FV Freeview FS Freesat (AD) Audio description (R) Repeat (S) Subtitles (SL) In-vision signing 


Main channels Film choice 


BBC One BBC Two ITVI Channel 4 Channel 5 


6.00 am Breakfast (S) 8.30 MOTD: FA 6.00 6.20 
Cup Highlights (R) (S) 9.00 Sunday 
with Laura Kuenssberg (S) 10.00 
Walks of Life (AD) (R) (S) 11.00 


Homes Under the Hammer (AD) (R) 


6.05 am Gardeners’ World (R) (S) 7.05 
Countryfile (R) (S) 8.00 Beechgrove 
Garden (S) 8.30 Landward (R) (S) 
9.00 The Edible Garden (AD) (R) (S) 
9.30 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites (S) 


am CITV 8.25 News (S) 8.30 Laura 
Whitmore’s Breakfast Show (S) 9.25 
Love Your Weekend with Alan 
Titchmarsh (S) 11.25 James Martin’s 
Saturday Morning (R) (S) 


am Cheers (R) (S) 6.45 Cheers (R) 
(S) 7.15 Cheers (R) (S) 7.40 
Everybody Loves Raymond (AD) (R) 
(S) 8.00 Everybody Loves Raymond 
(AD) (R) (S) 8.30 Frasier (AD) (R) (S) 


6.00 am Milkshake! 10.00 Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles (R) (S) 10.25 
SpongeBob SquarePants (R) (S) 
10.35 Entertainment News on 5 (S) 
10.40 Police Interceptors (R) (S) 


(S) 11.00 Family Cooking Showdown 1.20 pm News; Weather (S) 9.00 Frasier (AD) (R) (S) 9.30 11.40 Police Interceptors (R) (S) 3 
12.00 Bargain Hunt (R) (S) (AD) (R) (S) 1.30 The Masked Singer US (AD) (R) (S) Sunday Brunch (S) 12.40 pm Police Interceptors (R) (S) Í N eon! fi 
1.00 pm News; Weather (S) 12.00 Rick Stein’s Spain (AD) (R) (S) 2.25 You’ve Been Framed! (R) (S) 12.30 pm The Simpsons (AD) (R) (S) 1.40 Police Interceptors (R) (S) The Adventures of Robin Hood (1938) 
1.15 Songs of Praise (S) 1.00 pm FILM: D-Day the Sixth of June 2.55 In fora Penny (AD) (R) (S) 1.00 The Simpsons (AD) (R) (S) 2.35 Inside the Tower of London (R) (S) | BBC Two, 2.40pm kkk 

1.50 Points of View (S) (1956) Second World War drama 3.25 FILM: On Her Majesty’s Secret 1.30 The Simpsons (AD) (R) (S) 3.35 Inside the Tower of London (R) (S) 

2.05 Escape to the Country (R) (S) starring Robert Taylor and Richard Service (1969) James Bond 2.00 The Simpsons (AD) (R) (S) 4.35 The Fall of Anne Boleyn (S) Only Errol Flynn could wear tights and 

3.05 FILM: Paddington (2014) Family Todd (S) adventure starring George Lazenby 2.35 The Simpsons (AD) (R) (S) 6.25 5 News Weekend (S) sport a curly hair-do and still be virile. 
comedy starring Hugh Bonneville 2.40 FILM: The Adventures of Robin (AD) (S) 3.05 A Place in the Sun (R) (S) 6.30 Mile High Meals: Secrets of Your When King Richard the Lion-Heart 
(AD) (S) Hood (1938) Swashbuckling 6.10 News (S) 4.10 FILM: Shrek Forever After (2010) Airplane Food (R) (S) (Ian Hunter) is captured, brother John 

4.35 Primates (AD) (R) (S) adventure starring Errol Flynn (S) 6.20 Regional News; Weather (S) Animated comedy with the voice of (Claude Rains) plots to take the throne; 

5.35 News (S) 4.20 Flog It! (R) (S) 6.30 Sitting on a Fortune (S) Mike Myers (AD) (S) but Sherwood Forest’s favourite 

5.50 Regional News; Weather; Weather | 5.15 The Great British Sewing Bee (AD) 6.00 Channel 4 News (S) bandit Robin (Flynn) has other ideas. 
(S) (R) (S) 6.30 Formula 1 Spanish Grand Prix Olivia de Havilland is luminous as 

6.00 Countryfile (S) 6.15 Stanley Tucci: Searching for Italy Highlights (S) Maid Marian. It’s still the best Robin 

(R) (S) Hood movie ever made, no question. 


Eat your heart out, Kevin Costner. 


Paddington (2014) 
BBC One, 3.05pm * kw 


linc nou: A = 
Britain’s Got Talent Final: Malakai Bayoh 


~ a E —_ 
Happy Campers: The Caravan Park 


This is as warm and welcome as a snug 
pair of socks on a winter morning. 

The bear from Darkest Peru with 

a penchant for marmalade is brought 
beautifully to life by Ben Whishaw 
and visual effects house Framestore; 


Gods of Tennis 


Ten Pound Poms 60 Days on the Estates 


7.00 Spy in the Ocean New series. 
Disguised underwater cameras 
capture footage of sea creatures (AD) 


7.00 Cricket: Today at the Test Englandv 
Ireland (S) 


8.00 


Stoke Newington (S) 


9.00 


10.00 News; Weather (S) 


10.25 Regional News; Weather (S) 
10.30 FILM: Hell or High Water (2016) 
Drama starring Jeff Bridges (S) 


12.10 am Question of Sport 12.40 - 


6.00am News 


Antiques Roadshow Fiona Bruce 
presents the show from Clissold Park, 


Ten Pound Poms Terry's PTSD 
spirals at Marlene’s party (AD) (S) 


8.00 Simon Reeve’s South America 
Simon travels from Chile’s Atacama 
Desert to Tierra Del Fuego. Lastin the 
series (AD) (R) (S) 


9.00 Gods of Tennis New series. 
Revisiting the golden age of tennis 
during the 1970s and 1980s (AD) (S) 


10.00 All the Beauty and the Bloodshed 
The story of renowned artist and 
activist Nan Goldin (S) 


11.55 Colin from Accounts 12.25am FILM: 
Wildlife (2018) Drama starring Jake 
Gyllenhaal and Carey Mulligan 2.05 
Sign Zone: Question Time 3.05 Sign 
Zone: Steeltown Murders 4.05 - 
6.30am This ls BBC Two 


7.30 Britain’s Got Talent Final Ant and 
Dec return to host the grand finale of 
the talent search. Last in the series (S) 


10.00 News; Weather (S) 
10.15 FILM: Run All Night (2015) Action 
thriller starring Liam Neeson (AD) (S) 


12.20 am Shop: Ideal World 3.00 
Motorsport UK 3.50 Unwind with ITV 
5.05 - 6.00am Ainsley’s Food We 
Love 


9.00 60 Days on the Estates Ed Stafford 
moves into a tower block not far from 


Birmingham’s city centre (AD) (S) 


10.00 Gogglebox (AD) (R) (S) 


11.00 Gogglebox 12.00 FILM: Battle of the 


Sexes (2017) Fact-based comedy 


drama starring Emma Stone 2.05am 


Formula E 2.55 Come Dine with Me 


3.20 Come Dine with Me 3.45 Come 


Dine with Me 4.10 Come Dine with 
Me 4.40 Come Dine with Me 5.05 
Sunday Brunch Best Bits 5.15 - 


6.05am The Yorkshire Dales and the 


8.00 Happy Campers: The Caravan 
Park With summer in swing, food 
manager Steve launches anew menu 


at Tencreek (S) 


9.00 Rich House, Poor House Admin 
workers Bradley and Heather swap 
places with millionaire residential 


developers Abi and Gordie (S) 


10.05 Bargain-Loving Brits in the Sun (R) 
(S) 

Britain’s Favourite 80s Songs A 
look at the music of 1983 (R) (S) 

am Criminals: Caught on Camera 
12.55 Entertainment News on 51.00 
Teleshopping 3.00 The Yorkshire Vet 
3.55 GPs: Behind Closed Doors 4.45 
GPs: Behind Closed Doors 5.30 
Entertainment News on 55.35 
Fireman Sam 5.45 - 6.00am 
Thomas & Friends 


10.55 


12.30 


it’s every bit as charming as Michael 
Bond’s original children’s books. 
Hugh Bonneville and Sally Hawkins 
are terrific fun as Paddington’s 
guardians Mr and Mrs Brown. 


Battle of the Sexes (2017) 
Channel 4, midnight **i* 


The 1973 showdown between rising 
star Billie Jean King (the always 
watchable Emma Stone) and old hand 
Bobby Riggs (Steve Carell) - staged in 
an attempt to settle the matter of men’s 
superiority in tennis once and for all - 
is given a bubbly, crowd-pleasing 
retelling by Slumdog Millionaire’s 
Oscar-winning writer Simon Beaufoy, 
and husband-and-wife directing duo 
Jonathan Dayton and Valerie Faris. 


Lakes: Season by Season 


—_ Only £9.99 ——— 


Buy your copy in selected Asda, Marks & Spencer, Morrisons, 


Sainsbury's, Tesco and WHSmith Travel stores. 


For online orders visit 
telegraph.co.uk/coronationshop =" 
or scan the QR code 


To scan the QR code, open your phone 
camera, point it at the code and tap 
the banner that appears on screen. 

On older phones, you may need 

to download a QR code reader first. 


The Telegraph 


Online UK delivery only. £3.99 delivery 


applies. Available while stocks last. 


Freeview, satellite and cable 


FV Freeview FS Freesat (AD) Audio description (R) Repeat (S) Subtitles (SL) In-vision signing 


Variations 


BBC Four ITV3 ITV4 Sky Arts Sky Atlantic Film4 Drama 
FV9 FS173 SKY116 VIRGIN 108 FV10 FS115 SKY119 VIRGIN 117 FV 26 FS117 SKY120 VIRGIN 118 FV 11 FS147 SKY130 VIRGIN 140 SKY 108 FV14 FS300 SKY 313 VIRGIN 428 FV 20 FS158 SKY143 VIRGIN130 
7.00 pm Holst and Vaughan 10.50 am FILM: Carry On Doctor 11.15 am Live British Touring Car Noon The Art of the Garden 11.10 am Big Love 11.00 am The Great Escape (1963) 11.20 am The Bill 
Williams: Making Music (1967) Comedy starring Jim Championship. Coverage from 1.00 pm FILM: Kiss Me, Kate 12.15 pm Big Love Second World War drama 12.20 pm Cranford 
English Dale Thruxton (1958) Musical comedy 1.20 Big Love starring Steve McQueen 1.20 Cranford 
8.00 Inside Classical 12.40 pm An Audience with Ronnie 6.15 pm The Best of the ‘90s 4.00 Neil Sedaka: The Show Goes 2.25 Big Love 2.35 pm Transformers: Age of 2.25 Cranford 
9.30 Stradivarius and Me: Secret Corbett 6.25 Made in Britain On 3.30 True Blood Extinction (2014) Sci-fi 3.25 Catherine Cookson’s The Rag 
Knowledge 1.50 Foyle’s War 7.00 Cycling: Criterium du 6.00 The Agatha Christie Hour 4.35 True Blood adventure starring Mark Nymph 
10.00 Billie Jean King: Amol Rajan 4.00 World Series of Darts: US Dauphine Highlights 7.00 The Kinks: Music Icons 5.40 True Blood Wahlberg 6.45 Sister Boniface Mysteries 
Interviews Masters 8.00 Isle of Man TT: Hutchy TT 7.30 The Ramones: Music Icons 6.45 True Blood 5.40 Film4 Interview Programmes: 7.45 Jonathan Creek 
11.00 Citizen Ashe: Storyville 8.00 Vera Legend 8.00 Discovering: Paul Newman 7.50 True Blood Talking Film 8.50 Jonathan Creek 
12.25 am Kate Prince: Imagine 10.00 Vera 9.00 Isle of Man TT 9.00 Katharine Hepburn: Call Me 9.00 Succession 5.50 Transformers: The Last 10.00 Whitechapel 
1.35 Inside Classical 11.55 Upstairs, Downstairs 10.00 FILM: Pitch Black (2000) Kate 10.40 Perry Mason Knight (2017) Sci-fi adventure | 11.00 Whitechapel 
3.00 -4.00am Holst and Vaughan 1.00 am Upstairs, Downstairs Sci-fi horror starring Vin 11.00 Women Who Rock 11.45 Ray Donovan sequel starring Mark 12.00 Luther 
Williams: Making Music 2.10 Scott & Bailey Diesel and Radha Mitchell 12.15 am FILM: Sisters with 12.50 am Treme Wahlberg 1.20 am Small Island 
English 3.10 -5.20am Inspector Morse 12.15 am Isle of Man TT Transistors (2020) The story 2.00 The Idol 9.00 Bloodshot (2020) Sci-fi 3.00 Queers 
1.15 Minder of electronic music’s female 3.05 -4.05am The L Word: thriller starring Vin Diesel 3.20 -4.00am Queers 
2.25 The Protectors pioneers Generation Q 11.10 Black Rain (1989) Thriller 
3.00 -6.00am Shop: Ideal World 2.00 -4.00am Song for Nature: starring Michael Douglas 
London Climate Change 1.40 -3.50am Woman at War 
Festival (2018) Comedy drama 
Dave Dawn of the Planet of the Apes (2014) | Beautiful Serengeti 2.00-6.00am Forbidden History 3.00-6.10am Premier League Icons 10.30 PL Retro | Afraid: Solo 9.00 Blowing Up History Sky Documentaries 


Noon Top Gear 1.00pm Top Gear 
India Special 3.00 Building Cars 4.00 
Australian Ninja Warrior 7.00 Border 
Force: America’s Gatekeepers 8.00 QI 
XL 9.00 Top Gear 10.00 QI 10.40 
Live at the Apollo 11.40 Meet the 
Richardsons 12.20am Red Dwarf 
2.10 Dave Gorman: Terms and 
Conditions Apply 3.10 Room 101 3.40- 
4.00am The Indestructibles 


GOLD 


11.40am Only Fools and Horses 
7.40pm Dad’s Army 9.00 Billy 
Connolly Does 10.00 Mrs Brown’s Boys 
10.40 The Fast Show 12.40am Billy 
Connolly Does 2.30-4.00am The Fast 
Show 


ITV2 


11.30am Supermarket Sweep 
12.35pm In for a Penny 1.00 
Catchphrase 1.45 FILM: Goosebumps 
(2015) Fantasy adventure starring 
Jack Black 3.50 FILM: Yogi Bear 
(2010) Comedy with the voice of Dan 
Aykroyd 5.25 FILM: Hotel Transylvania 
3: A Monster Vacation (2018) Count 
Dracula and company go on a cruise for 
monsters, unaware that their boat is 
being commandeered by a monster- 
hating family. Animation, with the 
voice of Adam Sandler 7.25 FILM: 


The leader of a colony of intelligent 
apes tries to prevent his tribe going to 
war against the human race. Sci-fi 
thriller sequel, starring Andy Serkis 
and Jason Clarke 10.00 Family Guy 
11.30 American Dad! 12.30am All 
American 1.30 CelebAbility 2.15 
Totally Bonkers Guinness World 
Records 2.45 Unwind with ITV 3.00- 
6.00am Teleshopping 


More4 


Noon Come Dine with Me 2.40pm 
Four in a Bed 5.20 Come Dine with Me 
8.00 Chateau DIY: Living the Dream 
9.00 999: On the Front Line 10.00 
The Emergency Ward 11.05 
Emergency Helicopter Medics 
12.05am The Good Doctor 1.05 999: 
On the Front Line 2.05 Emergency 
Helicopter Medics 3.10-3.40am A 
Place in the Sun 


PBS America 


11.50am No Roses on a Sailor’s Grave 
1.00pm Spitfire Paddy 2.10 The Civil 
War: Remember the Sultana 4.10 Lost 
and Found: The Search for the USS 
Lagarto 5.20 The Good Nazi 6.30 
Sabotage in Auschwitz 7.35 No Roses 
ona Sailor’s Grave 8.50 Spitfire Paddy 
9.55 The Civil War: Remember the 
Sultana 12.00 Lost and Found: The 
Search for the USS Lagarto 1.15am 


Teleshopping 


Talking Pictures TV 


24 hours, including at: 

11.40am FILM: Live Now - Pay Later 
(1962, b/w) Comedy drama starring lan 
Hendry 1.45pm Look at Life 2.00 The 
Adventures of Robin Hood 2.30 The 
Larkins 3.00 FILM: The Day the Earth 
Stood Still (1951, b/w) Sci-fi drama 
starring Michael Rennie 4.50 
Glimpses: Birmingham & The Road 
Patrol Bikes 5.00 The Footage 
Detectives 6.00 The Saint 7.00 FILM: 
Genevieve (1953) Comedy starring 
Dinah Sheridan 8.40 Sunbeam Rapier 
Brings You A European Holiday in the 
‘50s 9.00 Van der Valk 10.00 FILM: 
Runaway Train (1985) Action 
adventure starring Jon Voight 
12.10am The Wimbledon Poisoner 
2.40-4.15am FILM: Blame It on the 
Bellboy (1992) Comedy starring Dudley 
Moore 


Yesterday 


Noon Great British Railway Journeys 
4.00pm Bangers and Cash 5.00 
Bangers & Cash: Restoring Classics 
6.00 Bangers and Cash 8.00 ‘Allo 
“Allo! 10.10 Classic Car Garage 11.10 
Bangers & Cash: Restoring Classics 
12.10am Bangers and Cash 1.10 
Secrets of the Transport Museum 2.10 


Teleshopping 


Sky Sports Main Event 


10.15am Live Test Cricket. England v 
Ireland. Live coverage of the fourth and 
final day of the one-off Test from 
Lord's, as the hosts warm-up for The 
Ashes 1.00pm Live Formula 1. Live 
coverage of the eighth round of the 
season from Circuit de Barcelona- 
Catalunya 1.55 Live Formula 1. The 
Spanish Grand Prix (start-time 
2.00pm) 4.00 Live SPFL. Ross County 
v Partick Thistle (kick-off 4.30pm) 
7.30 Live PGA Tour Golf. The Memorial 
Tournament presented by Workday. 
Further live coverage of the fourth and 
final day from Muirfield Village Golf 
Club in Dublin, Ohio 11.00 Live LPGA 
Tour Golf. The Mizuho Americas Open. 
Live coverage of the fourth and final 
day at Liberty National Golf Club in 
New Jersey 12.30am Sky Sports News 
1.00-4.00am Live NBA Basketball. 
Denver Nuggets v Miami Heat (tip-off 
1.00am) 


Sky Sports Premier 
League 


Noon MNF Hits 4.30pm Premier 
League Highlights 5.00 SNF 5.30 
MNF Hits 6.00 SNF 7.00 Inside the 
WSL 8.00 Premier League Review 
9.00 Tackling the Stigma 10.00 


12.30am Premier League Icons 1.00 
Premier League Years 3.00-4.00am 
PL Greatest Games 


BT Sport! 


11.00am Live World Rally 
Championship. Coverage from the 
latest round of the season 12.30pm 
Premier League Review 1.30 No Filter 
Football 1.45 Live: National Futsal 
Series. Coverage of the Women’s Tier 1 
Playoff-Final 4.15 Sign Up 4.45 Live: 
National Futsal Series. Coverage from 
the Men’s Tier 1 Play-Off-Final 7.30 
Premier League Reload. A whirlwind 
catch-up from the weekend's top- 
flight matches, featuring all the goals 
and major talking points 7.45 Live: 
Serie A. AC Milan v Verona (kick-off 
8.00pm). All the action from the 
Italian top-flight match at the San Siro 
10.00 The Football's On 11.00 Live 
Baseball Tonight. A round-up of the 
latest news and highlights 12.00 Live 
MLB. Los Angeles Dodgers v New York 
Yankees (start-time 12.10am). 
Coverage of the inter-league match 
from Dodger Stadium 3.30-4.30am 
ESPN Films Presents 


Discovery 


Noon Building Off the Grid 6.00pm 
Maritime Masters 7.00 Moonshiners: 
Master Distiller 8.00 Naked and 


10.00 Roadworthy Rescues 11.00 
Drew's Dream Car 12.30am Roadkill 
1.00-4.00am Naked and Afraid 


Sky Cinema Premiere 


24 hours, including at: 

10.25am Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile (2022) 
Musical comedy starring Javier 
Bardem 12.25pm Bros (2022) Comedy 
romance starring Billy Eichner 2.25 To 
Catch A Killer (2023) Thriller starring 
Shailene Woodley 4.25 Alone Together 
(2022) Romantic drama starring Katie 
Holmes 6.10 Lyle, Lyle, Crocodile 
(2022) A family move into a New York 
City house, where a singing crocodile, 
has been left to fend for himself by a 
magician. Musical comedy, starring 
Javier Bardem 8.00 The Infernal 
Machine (2022) The author of a 
controversial novel suspects one of his 
fans may be stalking him. Thriller, 
starring Guy Pearce, Alice Eve and Alex 
Pettyfer 10.10 Smile (2022) After 
witnessing a traumatic incident 
involving a patient, a psychiatrist 
becomes convinced she is being 
threatened by an uncanny entity. 
Horror, starring Sosie Bacon 12.05am 
Summering (2022) Drama starring Lia 
Barnett 1.45 To Catch A Killer (2023) 
Thriller starring Shailene Woodley 
3.45-5.45am The Infernal Machine 
(2022) Thriller starring Guy Pearce 


11.00am Superswede 12.50pm My 
Icon: Anthony Joshua 1.00 FILM: Man 
on Wire (2008) Documentary about a 
tightrope walk between the World 
Trade Centre towers 3.00 FILM: Well 
Groomed (2019) A peek into the 
exuberant world of competitive dog 
grooming 4.45 Premier League 
Legends 5.20 FILM: Dogtown and 
Z-Boys (2001) Skateboarding 
documentary, narrated by Sean Penn 
7.10 FILM: The Alpinist (2021) 9.00 
The Man Who Played with Fire 10.00 
David Fuller: Monster in the Morgue 
11.00 Look Away 12.50am Nike’s Big 
Bet 2.30-4.15am United Skates 


Sky History 


Noon Ancient Egypt's Darkest Hour 
2.00pm Buried: Knights Templar and 
the Holy Grail 6.00 The Curse of Oak 
Island 7.00 Secrets of the Lost Liners 
9.00 1944: Should We Bomb 
Auschwitz? 10.30 Deadman’s Curse 
11.30 Deep Water Salvage 3.30- 
4.00am History's Crazy Rich Ancients 


Sky Max 


Noon NCIS: New Orleans 5.00pm 
Fringe 9.00 S.W.A.T. 10.00 NCIS: Los 
Angeles 11.00 Poker Face 1.05am 
The Force: Manchester 2.05 Fantasy 
Island 3.00-4.00am Road Wars 


Northern Ireland 


BBC One: 10.00am Sunday Politics 
Northern Ireland 10.30 Walks of Life 
11.30 - noon Homes Under the Hammer 
BBC Two: 5.15pm Feed Yourself Fitter 
with Stephen Nolan 5.45 - 6.15 Family 
Footsteps 10.00 CIOTOG 11.00 Sunday 
Politics Northern Ireland 11.30 Barra on 
the Foyle 11.50 - 11.55pm Wild on 
Water — Strangford Seals 

UTV: No variations 


Scotland 


BBC One: 10.00am The Sunday Show 
10.30 Walks of Life 11.30 - noon The 
Repair Shop 

BBC Scotland: 7.15pm Beechgrove 
Repotted 7.40 Back from the Brink 8.30 
Sportscene 9.00 Paramedics on Scene 
10.00 Still Game 10.30 Martin 
Compston’s Scottish Fling 11.00 Seven 
Days midnight Close 

STV: 3.50 - 5.05am Night Vision 


Wales 


BBC One: 4.35pm Our Lives: Hell's 
Belles 5.05 - 5.35 Weatherman Walking 
10.30 Legends of Welsh Sport: Tanni 
Grey-Thompson 11.00 - 12.35am FILM: 
Hell or High Water (2016) 

BBC Two: No variations 

ITV1 Wales: No variations 


ITV1 Regions 


No variations 


S4C 


6.00am Cyw 8.50 Penblwyddi Cyw 
9.00 Antarctica 10.00 Ty am Ddim 
11.00 Ar y Dibyn 11.30 Dechrau Canu 
Dechrau Canmol 12.00 Dan Do 
12.30pm Dan Do 1.00 Jason 
Mohammad: Stadiymau’r Byd 2.00 Y 
Fets 3.00 Ffasiwn Drefn 3.30 Tair Dinas 
a Goncrodd y Byd 4.35 Gwesty Aduniad 
5.35 Cyrn ar y Mississippi 6.40 Ffermio 
7.15 Newyddion a Chwaraeon 7.30 
Dechrau Canu Dechrau Canmol 8.00 
laith ar Daith 9.00 Cofio Dafydd Hywel 
10.00 - 11.40pm FILM: Rhosyn a Rhith 
(1987) 
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MBASSADOR 


C RUESE CINE 


THE BESTSELLING NO-FLY 
BRITISH ISLES & IRELAND 


DISCOVERY 


ith over 25 years’ experience, we are proud to be the UK’s No.1 Independent Cruise Specialist and the Top Ocean Cruise Agent for 


the UK and Ireland. We work closely with our trusted cruise line partners to bring you the best value deals and are delighted to present 


the Bestselling No-Fly British Isles & Ireland Discovery! Book today with Reader Offers Ltd with just a deposit and enjoy a host of exclusive 


benefits, plus with payment plans available you can spread the cost so there’s never been a better time to secure your holiday! 


Visit the depths of the Scottish Isles as you make your way from the Viking-influenced Orkney Isles to the rugged Isle of Mull. 


Along the way you'll visit Stornoway, the Isle of Lewis’ historic and tranquil town, and the Isle of Skye’s picturesque capital of Portree. 


Belfast is a stepping stone to the gems of Ireland, including bohemian Galway, picturesque Foynes, and Cobh with its colourful houses 


and rich heritage. You'll find a subtropical paradise off the coast of Cornwall in the form of St. Mary’s, before a stop at the Channel 


Islands brings you to bustling St. Peter Port. 


14 NIGHTS DEPARTING 30 JUNE 2024 


JUNE 2024 
Sun 30 Embark 
JULY 2024 
Tue 2 Kirkwall, Orkney Isles 


and depart London Tilbury 


Kirkwall, the vibrant capital 
of the Orkney Islands, is a 
characterful town with many 
hidden delights. Discover 
Neolithic highlights such as the 
Maes Howe burial chamber, the henge and stone circle 
as well as the well-preserved 
settlement of Skara Brae 
Wed3_ Stornoway, Isle of Lewis 
Thu4 Portree, Isle of Skye 
FriS Tobermory, Isle of Mull 
Sat6 Belfast, Northern Ireland 
The famous Irish hospitality can be found in Belfast, the 
riverside capital of Northern 
Ireland. It’s the city that inspired 
both The Chronicles of Narnia 
and Gulliver’s Travels, and 
there’s a huge amount on offer 
to visitors today, including must- 
see museum, Titanic Belfast 
Mon 8 Galway, Ireland 
With its winding lanes lined with colourful shop fronts 


curving around Galway Bay, vibrant Galway is one of 


Thu 11 
Fri 12 
Sat 13 


lreland’s most picturesque 
cities. Walk along the bustling 
streets to enjoy live music, 
atmospheric pubs, fresh 
seafood cuisine and so much 


more 


Foynes, Ireland 
Cobh (for Cork), Ireland 
Cork is both a bustling city 


and a coastal gem. Take a stroll & 
down its colourful streets Li 
where traditional Irish music 
can often be heard, or visit 
some of the many attractions 
such as Blarney Castle, St. Finn 
Barre’s Cathedral and the English Market 
St. Mary’s, Isles of Scilly 

St. Peter Port, Guernsey 

Portsmouth, England 


Sun 14 Arrive in London Tilbury 


Dates not mentioned are spent relaxing at sea 


YOUR INCREDIBLE 
READER OFFERS LTD FARES 


CABIN GRADE FULL FARE READER OFFERS LTD 
(PP) FARE (PP) 
Standard Inside 1 £4559 £1,099 
Standard Ocean View 6Bt £4909 £1,249 
Premium Ocean View 12 £2689 £1,619 
Superior Balcony 14 £3319 £2,329 
Superior Junior Suite SJS £4,659 £2,799 
De Luxe Suite DS £5,679 £3,399 


Single cabins are available from £1,849 


THE UK’S NO.1 INDEPENDENT 
CRUISE SPECIALIST 


INSURANCE GUIDANCE 


SPREAD THE COST OF YOUR 
HOLIDAY - PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE 


ABTA & ATOL PROTECTED 


WHAT’S INCLUDED IN YOUR 
READER OFFERS LTD PROMOTION 


Full board adults-only no-fly cruising on board Ambience, 
including: 
- Apremium value, authentic and traditional British cruise 


experience at a fantastically affordable price 


- UPGRADE to all-inclusive drinks & gratuities from only 
£30pp per night 


- Awide range of on board entertainment 
- Port car parking from only £168" 
- Use of gym, swimming pool, hot tubs and spa access 


- The currency on board is pound sterling 


JUST A DEPOSIT REQUIRED TO BOOK THEN 
NOTHING TO PAY UNTIL 2024 

EARN EXCLUSIVE CRUISE MILES® 

Earn up to 6,798 exclusive Cruise Miles® when 


booking one of these incredible voyages with 


Reader Offers Ltdtt t A 


INTRODUCING AMBIENCE... THE FLAGSHIP OF THE FLEET 


Here she is, the flagship of the fleet, Ambassador’s first lady of the sea: 


. Derived from the French word for ‘surrounding’, our 


ambition at Ambassador is to create the optimum atmosphere on board; one that brings out the best in each of us. The perfect ambience. 


On board, you will find a friendly community where there is something for everyone. She offers an unbeatable choice of five restaurants, 


two cafés, nine lounges, a spa, a grand theatre, two swimming pools and fitness/well-being facilities. Entertainment-wise, let your hair down 


at the Observatory and The Palladium. She has numerous bars, including Raffles Bar, Botanical Lounge, SW19 and The Purple Turtle Pub. 


Dining options include the Buckingham Restaurant or the Borough Market, and a glorious Alfresco Grill. 


www.rolcruise.co.uk 


TRAVEL WITH sBABTA 
CONFIDENCE ABTA No Y6765 


CALL ONE OF OUR 
CRUISE SPECIALISTS FREE ON 


0808 239 1855 


QUOTE OFFER REF 631691 


OPEN 7 DAYS 
8:30AM - 8PM 


Platinum Trusted 
Service Award 
feefo 


ROE 


Fares are per person based on two adults sharing, except single cabins, may increase or be withdrawn at any time. Offers apply to new bookings only. Ports may require a tender. ++Subject to the cruise line’s T&Cs. *On board spend is per cabin. Savings are based on two adults 
sharing on 30th June 2024 departure. Denotes obstructed view. #Car parking is based on one space for the duration of the cruise. Gratuities of £6.00 per person per night are automatically added to guests on board account. +Duo of Wine is based on one per booking, for UK mainland 
addresses only. Wildlife sightings are not guaranteed. ttCruise Miles® T&Cs apply. For full ROL Cruise T&Cs visit www.rolcruise.co.uk. E&OE. 
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Weather & Crosswords 


Forecast KEY Satin Four day European readings Last night’s report for 24 hours to 6pm Weather notes 
c F i r i ; x s 
O mar ean oc —— Ten pape 
Ps 20-25" 68-77 Akrotiri 25 21 rain Frankfurt 24 12 sunny Oslo 21 7 sunny 
General situation © 15-20" 59-68 Panak ü Alicante 23 18 plcldy | Funchal 21 18 showers | Palermo 23 17 p/eldy 
. 7 10-15° 50-59 thee hab eal d feel Amsterdam 20 11 sunny | Gdansk 17 2  picldy | Paris 24 11 sunny 
The odd shower is expected across the hills 5-10° 41-50 thundery will be s Athens 28 15 p/cidy | Geneva 26 14 storms | Perpignan 26 17 sunny 
in Scotland and in Northern Ireland today. O 0-5 32-4 + Scotland and Northern Barcelona 23 17 plcidy | Gibraltar 22 17 pjcidy | Prague 20 6 sunny 
Generally dry elsewhere with long spells of @ 2-0 -4-32 Ireland on Monday Bari 26 14 sunny | Hamburg 20 5 sunny | Reykjavik 11 10 rain 
sunshine. Areas of low cloud develop Pressure el and on TUE aay wil , | Belgrade 26 17 storms | Helsinki 14 3 picidy | Rhodes 23 20 windy 
tonight in the east. 92... Milllhars Kingdom remains largely ae Benidorm 24 18 picidy | Innsbruck 26 12 storms | Riga 15 7 pieldy 
29.29 Inches 2o o oe 
London, Cent S tonight. Min 39-55F dry. Tuesday. Bergen 13 7 sunny Istanbul 24 18 p/cldy Rome 24 14 sunny 
England, Channel Is, (4-12C) vie Berlin 20 6 sunny Kyiv 19 10 sunny Saint Malo 19 11 p/cidy 
SW England, E > oN Ireland: : € kK Biarritz 24 15 picldy La Rochelle 28 14 sunny Salzburg 22 11 storms 
England, SE England, | The odd shower late Ia Bodrum 26 18 plcidy | Lisbon 25 16 sunny | Santander 23 15 p/cldy 
E Anglia, Midlands: today. A light E wind. / Bordeaux 30 17 storms | Locarno 24 15 storms | Santiago/Comp. 25 13 storms 
Mainly dry today with Max 64-74F (18-23C). Brest 19 10 p/cldy | Luxembourg 23 10 sunny | Sofia 22 14 storms 
long spells of sunshine Clear spells tonight. Brussels 22 9 sunny Madrid 26 13 storms | St.Petersburg 12 3 rain à p 
a T N Bucharest 28 15 storms | Majorca 24 15 showers | Stockholm 19 5 sunny Visitors enjoy a sunny stroll in the Tower 
loud devel y igh land, Gl id Budapest 23 11 p/cidy Malaga 26 17 plcidy Strasbourg 27 12 sunny of London moat as temperatures rise 
cloud develops tonight Scotland, Glasgow, aaien 95 5 i alt 25 aT i Tenerif oF Ago 
in the east with misty Cent Highlands, AgBank. pfcldy | Malta picidy | Tenerife rain : í 
spells at the coast. Min | Argyll, W Isles, SE Chamonix 19 10 storms | Marseille 27 16 sunny | Tirana 28 17 storms Wi st is best in a 
43-52F (6-11C). Scotland, NE Scotland, Copenhagen 18 6 pjcldy Menorca 23 15 pjcldy | Toulouse 28 14 storms 
NW England, Lake Edinburgh, Dundee, Corfu 27 19 storms | Milan 25 16 storms | Valencia 24 16 storms 
Dist, IoM, Cent N Aberdeen, Moray Cork 19 10 sunny Monaco 23 18 storms | Venice 26 19 p/cldy unusually stable 
England, WE Keng ane: Hirth, onmes Corsica 27 15 storms | Moscow 13 6 rain Vienna 21 11 sunny 
ry today with sunny etland: i 7 1 
spells. A gentle NE The odd shower later aoe = : sammy vane 5 5 Sais we = z R ear y summer 
o ad Ere ai Thursday Dubrovnik 25 18 storms | Nice 23 18 storms | Warsaw 18 4 sunny 
tonight with misty and variable wind. Max = yr Faro 24 18 plcidy Nicosia 30 17 sunny Zagreb 23 16 showers 
spells at the coast. Min | 52-73F (11-23C). Dry Florence 29 14 picidy _ | Oporto 23 15 plcldy _ | Zurich 25 12 plcldy | By Peter Stanford 
41-50F (5-100). tonight. Min 39-50F i a , ; 
Wales: (4-100). i y. o 4 OUR weather is notoriously fickle and 
Sunny rea @ AccuWeather F (19) ana H changeable but it is behaving out of 
entle NE wind. Max iS annel f r 
E 4-74F (17-230), Clear Visit Accu Weathereom L Islands character at the moment, with high 


pressure anchored to the north west 
bringing settled conditions that show 
no sign of going anywhere. 

And we are - mostly - reaping the 
benefits, with a fortnight so far of dry, 


British readings Last night’s report for 24 hours to 4pm - “estimated readings 


Sun Rain Max/Min Daytime Sun Rain Max/Min Daytime Sun Rain Max/Min Daytime Sun Rain Max/Min Daytime 
hrs in °c weather hrs in °c weather hrs in °c weather hrs in °c weather sunny, very pleasant, though hardly 
Aberdeen 6.8 0.00 15 7 picloudy | Chester 8.2 0.00 21 6  p/cloudy | Isles of Scilly 10.7* 0.00 16 11 sunny Ramsgate 65 0.00 16 10 p/cloudy scorching, days to usher in summer. 
Aberystwyth 12.4" 0.00 21 6 sunny Coventry 9.6* 0.00 18* 6° p/cloudy | Jersey 27 0.00 18 10 cloudy Rhyl 14.0* 0.00 18 5 sunny The exception is down the east 
Antrim 6.8 0.00 19 5 p/cloudy | Doncaster 7.7* 0.00 17* 7* p/cloudy | Keswick 14.4" 0.00 22 3 sunny Rugby 10.0° 0.00 19 5 sunny coast, where the wind that blows 
Aviemore 7.8 0.00 19 6  p/cloudy | Dover 61° 0.00 19 9 p/cloudy Kew Gardens EA 0.00 21* 9* p/cloudy | Salisbury 11.1" 0.00 20 6 sunny clockwise around that unmoving 
Barnstaple 12.0" 0.00 19 9 sunny nae 7.0 0.00 15 6 plciowiy ngsun 8.8" 0.00 w 8 sist seme 74° 0.00 17* 9* Hint high-pressure mass is generating an 
ae ae ee ee ee ee unceasingly coolishnovtveastery 
asingstone rT ee | ee at pR ouEy, | eer r] “nny evan T A coucy blast that comes in off the North Sea. 
Bedford 7.6" 0.00 18 6 p/cloudy | Epsom 3.7* 0.00 17 7 p/cloudy | Leominster 6.0 0.00 19 3 p/cloudy | Shrewsbury 47 0.00 19 5 p/cloudy ‘And that is how things are set to 
Belfast 12.8" 0.00 20* 12* sunny Falmouth 10.1* 0.00 17 7 sunny Lincoln 7.3 0.00 18 8  p/cloudy | Skegness 7.6" 0.00 15 6 p/cloudy remain at least a Vil yieet wee kari À 
Berwick 78 0.00 18 2 p/cloudy | Farnborough 7.5* 0.00 20* 8* p/cloudy | Liverpool 8.2 0.00 21 6 p/cloudy | Southampton 9.7* 0.00 20* 8* p/cloudy famili tt ill fold thi = 
Birmingham 7.8" 0.00 18 6 picloudy | FortWilliam 71 0.00 21 4 plcloudy | London 45 0.00 20 7 p/cloudy | Southend-on-Sea 5.6 0.00 18 8 p/cloudy amiliar pa ane unio s. 
Bodmin 13.0° 0.00 19 7 sunny | Glasgow 8.2 0.00 22 5 pjcloudy| Manchester 8.2 0.00 21 5 p/cloudy | Stockport 8.2 000 21 5 picloudy morning, with western parts seeing 
Bournemouth 8.0 0.00 16 8 p/cloudy | Great Malvern 10.9* 0.00 19 3 sunny Middlesbrough 9.4* 0.00 13 6 p/cloudy | Stornoway 0.0 0.00 14 8 cloudy W ld di plenty of sunshine and warming up 
Braintree 61° 0.00 14 7 p/cloudy | Grimsby 25° 0.00 13 10 cloudy | Newcastle 123° 0.00 17 3 sunny | Swansea 121° 0.00 18 10 sunny orid readings nicely, while in the east cloud is slower 
Brecon 114° 0.00 18 6 sunny | Guernsey 4.9* 0.00 14 10 p/cloudy | Newquay 74 0.00 16 8 p/cloudy | Swindon 10.0* 0.00 18 5 sunny Max Min Daytime Max Min Daytime Max Min Daytime to disperse. A particularly dense patch 
Bridlington 61° 0.00 14 8 plcloudy | Hereford 9.1 0.00 19 6 pjcloudy | Nottingham 5.8 0.00 18 7 p/cloudy | Thirsk 124° 0.00 19 2 sunny °c °C weather ec °C weather °c °C weather | Will drift southwards from Edinburgh, 
Brighton 6.9* 0.00 16 8 pjcloudy | High Wycombe 8.2" 0.00 20° 7* p/cloudy | Orkney 0.0 0.00 13 6 cloudy | Tiree 147° 0.00 16 8 sunny | Accra 30 25 rain Damascus 34 22 haze New Orleans 30 23 sunny | past Newcastle, Hull and Norwich, 
Bristol 10.6* 0.00 19* 7* sunny Holyhead 8.2 0.00 19 10 p/cloudy | Oxford 7.5 0.00 18 7 p/cloudy | Weymouth 10.7* 0.00 18 9 sunny Addis Ababa 26 12 pj/cldy Dares Salaam 28 22 showers | New Delhi 36 23 haze keeping them unseasonably grey. 
Camborne 74 0.00 16 8 p/cloudy | Huddersfield 9.8* 0.00 16 6 p/cloudy | Perth 10.2* 0.00 21 6 sunny Whitehaven 13.8* 0.00 17 9 sunny Adelaide 23 13 plcidy Dhaka 37 29 p/cldy New York 21 18 cloudy So, if you are in western Scotland, 
Cardiff 8.0 0.00 21 8  p/cloudy | Ipswich 44 0.00 18 6  p/cloudy | Peterborough 8.3 0.00 18 7  p/cloudy | Windermere 13.3* 0.00 18° 3* sunny Alexandria 26 21 sunny Dubai 37 28 p/cidy Ottawa 18 12 sunny especially Glasgow, count your 
Carlisle 12.6* 0.00 19 6 sunny Isle of Man 79 0.00 18 9 p/cloudy | Plymouth 8.5* 0.00 21 8 p/cloudy | Worcester 10.8* 0.00 19 3 sunny Algiers 22 15 showers | Falkland Is. 9 6&6 picidy Perth 18 3 p/cidy blessings and enjoy temperatures ofup 
Catterick 8.3 0.00 18 3 p/cloudy | Isle of Skye 6.8* 0.00 18* 10* p/cloudy | Portsmouth* 10.4* 0.00* 21* 9* sunny Yeovil 81 0.00 19 7 p/cloudy | Amman 34 25 haze Harare 27 12 sunny Port-of-Spain 29 25 storms | to 23C (73F). As you head southwards 
Cheltenham 10.0* 0.00 20* 7* sunny | Isle of Wight 9.1* 0.00 19 8  p/cloudy | Prestwick 76 0.00 18 6  p/cloudy | York 8.3* 0.00 17* 6* p/cloudy | Anchorage 8 8 cloudy | Havana 29 21 storms | RiodeJaneiro 24 19 sunny down that western seaboard, there is 
P Anki il 2 ste Hi 29 st Riyadh 7 2 
Atlantic front Facts &figures Sun&moon (rewi | Sea forecast aa a ean Doa A y Saa a ea | Ce 
p s j Temperature Last Last Last | Sunrises 0448 S North Sea: A gentle to moderate : oudy piety - pity Liverpool, Cardiff and Plymouth 
aac © week month year | Sun sets 2112 north-northeasterly wind today. Auckland) -46° RS winy, Jakarta 33 27 picidy | Santiago 13 10 cloudy | should all make 22C (72F) under sunny 
M ae | eee e E E hes, The goth coast wll have to 
A : storms U: aze u sunny - r 
7 Edinburgh 11.6 Last quarter June 10 aullibs good Bahrain 36 31 sunny | Johannesburg 22 8 p/cldy | Seychelles 31 27 picldy contend with some stronger wind 
d Belfast 13.0 i Dover Strait, English Channel: A - blowing through the Channel and 
4 Lighting up dorate tost theasteit Bamako 35 25 picidy _ | Kabul 33 17 sunny Singapore 32 28 storms hine di th Lond 
Rainfall Last Last Last | Aberdeen 2156 to 0418 Moderatto sfong Nor TIeRS py Bangkok 37 27 plcldy | Karachi 35 29 windy | Sydney 2344; picldy || PUS UNE Cown' te Mercury: LONCON: 
(ins) week month year | Belfast 2154 to 0452 — | ‘Wind today. Seas will be rough on = eti may reach 21C (70F) but East Anglia, 
ante 2 ____—_______— | Belfast 2154 to 0452 p Beijing 32 17 sunny Kolkata 39 29 haze Taipei City 33 26 p/cldy E 2 > > 
a London 000 150 934 2123 to 0448 the east and will be moderate on the | — i Humberside and Tyneside will be 
` Manchester 0.00 213 21.30 nipae Beirut 32 24 sunny Kuala Lumpur 33 24 storms | Tangier 28 17 sunny : < 
1016 janchester 0. 2112 to 0448 west. Visibility will be good. z making do with 17C (63F). 
30.00------ 2222. Edinburgh Trace Manchester 2130 to 0445 : | Bermuda 23 21 showers | La Paz 12 -1 sunny Tel Aviv 29 24 sunny i oe F 
Belfast 0.00 Penzance —— 2126to0s15 | St: Seorge’s Channel: Alightto | Bogota 19 9 storms | Lahore 38 23 sunny | Tokyo 26 19 rain The working week begins with 
Sunshine Last pilancsune  - moderate northeasterly wind today. Bridgetown 30 26 storms | Lima 23 19 sunny | Toronto 22 19 picldy much of the same, and continues that 
Stationary Occluded (hrs) week Saisie ĝis Pe high. Visibility will Brisbane 25 13 picidy Los Angeles 17 15 p/cidy | Tunis 28 18 showers | Way through to Friday. West is best, 
Mr ear London 63.2 pollen and mold spores are high. aes Buenos Aires 20 15 p/cldy | Maldives 29 27 storms | Vancouver 15 10 sunny | rain is scarce and cloud a problem in 
AH ai ET SE Manchester 545 _ 232.0 MAI Tree pollen is low. Irish Sea: A light air to light Cairo 34 22 sunny | Manila 32 24 rain Washington 26 22 storms | the east. 
SORA ATI eT THEE ERR ER S eE Belfast 804 1661 S017 easterly wind today. Seas will be Canberra 19 7 ploidy | Marrakesh 29 17 p/cidy | Wellington 14 8 sunny The forecast for next weekend is 
keeping all unsettled weather across southern Europe. elfasi 80. 166. 501.7 | Provided by the National Pollen and Aerabiology Research Unit high. Visibility will be good. — x $ 
imi ae Hae ae ar igh. y good. Cape Town 16 12 showers | Melbourne 17 9 showers | Winnipeg 277 21 stoms | looking unchanged, but there is a 
ast week’s extremes ligh water source: crown copyright, Al rghts reserved Casablanca 26 15 pfcid Miami 31 24 storms an = 
UK Europe | Aberdeen 0200 4.1m 1422 4.1m | Falmouth 0558 4.9m 1819 5.0m | Liverpool ~ ~ 1155 8.9m Chicago 27 17 on Montego Bay 30 24 rain Forecasts and PEE hg ee that rele 
Warmest Plymouth, Sun 24.4C (75.9F) Badajoz (Spain), Sat 31.4C (88.5F) | Belfast ~-  -- 1153 3.4m | Harwich 0016 3.8m 1241 3.9m | London 0229 7.0m 1454 6.8m : : graphics provided by weather spoiling things In southern 
Coldest Altnaharra, Thur -1.1¢ (30.0F) Kilpisjarvi Saana (Finland), Wed -7.80 (18.0F) | Cardiff 0/4911.8m 201212.0m | Holyhead 1109 5.4m 2331 5.5m | Portsmouth -- -- 1218 4.5m | Christchurch 13 0 sunny | Mumbai 34 28 picldy AccuWeather.com Europe may head our way, along with 
Wettest Lerwick Shetland Is, Sat 0.08in. Rhodes (Greece), Sun 2.88in. | Dover ~ ~ 1148 6.4m | Hull 0705 7.2m 1927 7.2m | Southampton 0201 4.1m 1127 4.4m | Colombo 32 27 storms | Nairobi 25 16 p/cldy ©2023 low pressure, and shake things up. 
Prize Crossword 3,215 telegraph.co.uk/puzzles 
Across Down 


TRAVEL SOLUTIONS BY TELEGRAPH MEDIA GROUP 
1 Sticky and wet - as 
shellfish? (6) 

4 Small, small nails - a lot (6) 
8 Punch highe? (8) 

10 River, black one ebbing in 
peninsula (6) 

11 Briton ends in Wales: 
charabanc to Newport (4) 
12 Impressive witness going 
off (3-7) 


1 Full figure? Chap regularly 


quick to conceal it (8) ) ` T 
2 Backs in Barcelona football we~ from our trusted partner Riviera Travel 


game never sit on the ball (5) 
3 Staff will confiscate the 
dodgy weapon (7) 

5 Capital E x 3, did you say? (7) Bamberg Budapest 
6 Queen bringing two little 
boys into line turned up (9) 

7 Scrawny local dressed in the ; E- - 

blue (6) 6 j j : SF PN z ae Free drinks 


13 A bore, possible reason for ; 

apparent expansion of 9 Worker on plant remarkably Ae < > Er na on select 
corporation? (7,5) green: so true! (4,7) : < y departures“ 
16 Best cricketer, say - F 14 Convention in country ~- > ` P 
spinner? (6,6) 9 adopted by all thieves, 

20 Scream with delight about | | literarily? (9) 

a pop band - decent fare? (6,4) 15 That woman has welcomed a 


native of Australia - bravo! (4,4) 
17 Revolutionary school in 
London joins a club (7) 

18 German discipline evident, 
having finished off opening 


21 Old sovereign is backing 
father (4) 


22 Bone set briefly, bust in the we 


middle (6) 
23 Gas ring, note, on the 


blink (8) German beer (7) 

24 Sort of heady years, the 19 Compress fruit (6) 
best period (6) A fine Telegraph fountain pen and notebook will be awarded to the sender of the 21 Beastly sin? (5) 
25 A selection of articles, first correct solution opened from all those received. 

therefore, for book (6) To enter by email: Scan or photograph your filled-in solution and coupon and 


send to: prize.puzzles@telegraph.co.uk with Sunday Cryptic 3,215 in the 
subject field. To enter by post: Send to Sunday Cryptic 3,215, Telegraph Media 
Group, 111 Buckingham Palace Road, London SW1W ODT. 


Closing date: 9am Wednesday, June 14. Solution and winner in two weeks. 
See telegraph.co.uk/prize-terms for terms and conditions. 


What’s included 


Solution No 3,213 NAM MONERETO TISEI TIIE ESAE TTSS E ETATIS j “Pye Heed i C ru ise th e h ea rt @ Return flights or Eurostar from London 


St Pancras" plus transfers 
of beers 


Sabb ged Shee ESPET IEN PIE ETTET ENSEN EAA agents bus Tm still i of E u ro p e @ Accommodation aboard a five-star ship 


a TELIT EIET EET T NI AEE EEEE A the Age ” + Full board with exceptional cuisine 


For more information about how we use your data, please visit telegraph.co.uk/privacypolicy. 
J Last Week's Quick Solution 


@ Programme of tours and excursions 


W Across: 7 Peat, 8 Sir, 9 Rear, (Pizzeria)10 Down: 1Renege, 2 Strimmer, 3 Astern, 4 @ Free tea, coffee and Wi-Fi 
Feline, 11 Dolour, 12 Rig, 13 Vermin, 14 Trudge, 5 Oral, 6 Jaguar, 15 Typeface, 17 Departures from June to October 2023 i 
Entire, 16 Cie, Byars 21 Who, 22 ve, 18 Tweedy, 19 Bowwow, 20 Silage, and April to October 2024 @ Checked luggage 
aple, 24 Waffle, 25 Euro, 26 Duo, row. ; ; fee 
a ae : , PI @ A friendly and informed cruise director 
This 15-day cruise takes you on an amazing journey and concierge 


Y| Winner of Cryptic 3,213: Jeremy Hogg, Twickenham, London 


from Cologne in the heart of the Rhine Valley to Vienna 


Across Down and finally Budapest on the banks of the Danube. 2023 city stay option 

1 Female horse (4) 2 Oddity (7) Absorb some of Europe's most stunning scenery, such @ Add a three-night hotel stay in Cologne 

pant pide ame as the impressive Rhine Gorge, as well as picturesque from £475pp or Vienna from £535pp 

9 Soft murmur (3) water (3) medieval towns and cities along the way. 

10 Bear (5) 5 Hardish (pasta) (2,5) THE ORIGINAL CRAFT BREWER. 

LL deen GAA S Spurious O). l Itinerary’ Cologne — Koblenz and Boppard — Rhine In partnership with 

15 ManisdlatNe water (4) i Gorge and Rüdesheim — Mainz — Miltenberg and VIERA 

care? (13) 8 West Country Wertheim — Würzburg - Bamberg - Nuremberg - dii 

19 Liquid cosmetic drink (7) z yy = 

(45) 13 Topic (anag) (5) Regensburg Passau — Melk — Vienna 

21 Officer's plain 14 Cheyenne’s US Bratislava - Budapest - UK 

clothes (5) state (7) 

22 Bit of info (5) 16 One without 

24 Charged particle (3) | religion 

ae eee © telegraph.co.uk/tt-heartofeurope ® Call 0330 173 0143 

26 Varnish resin (3) 18 Going on (5) 

27 Mountain lake (4) 20 Space streaker? (5) Terms and conditions: *Offer applies for departures between July 1 and August 31, 2023, "Itinerary could change due to unavoidable circumstances, but where possible 

i l t i bi luded. Fe d ti th Ji te . “Suppl t ly. Call: hi d at local rat 

Penny Lines are open Mon Fii Sam-Spmn, Sat Sam-Bpm and Sun 10am-4pm, Prices are based on two shang and ate RS 


correct at time of printing, Supplement may apply for a single cabin or suite, Travel insurance not included, Holiday 
provided by Riviera Travel (registered co. no, 1869298; ABTA V4744 & ATOL 3430 protected), a company wholly 
independent of Telegraph Media Group Ltd, Terms and conditions apply. For full deposit details and all terms and 
conditions, visit telegraph.co.uk/tt-traveltcs, See the Data Protection Notice in today's Personal Column, 


SBABTA "2 


ABTA No. V4744 Futrono 


Help with today’s Quick Crossword clues To hear individual answers or the whole solution, call 0905 757 0124. 
Calls cost £1/min, plus network access charge. You must be 18 or over and have the bill payer's permission. SP: Spoke — Helpline 0333 202 3390. Visit theakstons.co.uk 
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FANCY 
HANGING OUT 
AB DAY? 


The 100% electric ORA Funky Cat 
Book your 24 hour test drive today 


